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Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gos-
sip” columns of the Franklin Jour-
nal Transcript, selected by Heather 
Makechnie.

June 4, 1908: “A herd of elk have 
been turned loose upon Ragged Moun-
tain, where they are free to roam at 
large, destroying the buds of the for-
est trees in the woods and our fruit 
orchards in the summer. Several in 
this vicinity have lost their fruit trees 
because of the depredations, which is 
no small loss for the farmer. But the 

100 Years Ago

June 1908
[animals] are protected by law. Has 
the citizen no rights to protect his 
property?”

“John Carr is at home from Har-
vard this week.”

June 11, 1908: “Carl Jenness is 
our new station agent, Mr. McClane 
having gone to Contoocook.”

“Proctor closed the baseball season 
Saturday, June 6, by defeating Rock-
land Military Academy of West Leba-
non 7 to 5.”

June 18, 1908: “John Pinard has 
enlisted in the navy and is on his way 
to Cuba.”

“Arthur Downes killed a black 
snake last week, which measured fi ve 
feet and nine inches.”

June 25, 1908: “Fred Keniston 
is at work for the Concord Lumber 
Company.”

“Friends of Clarence Buswell, for-
merly of Andover, and of Miss Ma-
bel Morrison of Danbury, are receiv-
ing cards announcing their marriage. 
Mr. Buswell sings in Keith’s Theatre 
in Boston, while Miss Morrison has 
been a very successful teacher in 
Danbury and vicinity.”

“The services at West Andover 
Chapel are well attended. Prayer ser-
vice is held on Wednesday and Sun-
day nights.”

By Donna Hartwell-Baker
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society 
announces that the 1863 one-room 
schoolhouse on Tucker Mountain Road 
will be open to the public throughout 
the summer and 
fall season on the 
second Sunday of 
each month, from 
1 to 3 PM, start-
ing June 8. Each 
month there will 
be a special ex-
hibit or activity to 
enjoy.

In 2005, the 
two-holer privy 
was restored by 
Frank Baker, Jr. 
The seat had long 
ago been chewed 
beyond recognition by porcupine. The 
remnant of the toilet seat has been kept 
for visitors to see. Porcupine were such 
a problem in the 1940s and ’50s that 
the Fish and Game Department had a 
bounty out on them. Frank remembers 
getting 25 cents apiece for each nose he 
turned in. Porcupine eat wood and have 
done considerable damage to old barns 
and out buildings – the schoolhouse’s 
privy is an example.

The porcupine has been designed 
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with some incredible incisors for gnaw-
ing wood, and the amount of gnawing 
that they do in their lifetime means that 
their teeth get a lot of wear. Fortunately 
for them, they grow teeth on demand. 
I liken it to a lead pencil that you can 

push new lead out 
as it wears down. 

If you would 
like to see up close 
how this works, 
come to the open 
house on June 
8 at the Tucker 
Mountain School 
and see the actual 
skull and teeth of a 
porcupine.

Along with the 
porcupine skull, 
Frank Baker III 
will be exhibiting 

his collection of animal skulls. Included 
in the exhibit will be skulls of coyote, 
bear, deer, moose, cougar, partridge, 
woodcock, duck, turkey, snapping tur-
tle, bat, and raven. 

Note cards, t-shirts, and other items 
of the Andover Historical Society will 
be available for purchase at the school 
house. Tours of the school house may 
also be made by appointment.

For more information, please call 
Donna Baker-Hartwell at 735-5586.
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The Historical Society’s museum at 
Potter Place is open for the summer 
Saturdays from 10:30 AM to 3 PM 
and Sundays from 1 to 3 PM. The 
Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse (see 
Ed Hiller’s map below) is open on the 
second Sunday of every month from 
June to October from 1 to 3 PM.

Calling All 
Crafters & Artisans!

OLD TIME FAIR
at the Potter Place Railroad Station
Sunday, August 3, from 9 to 3

to benefi t the 
Andover Historical Society
If you demonstrate your art or 
craft, there is no fee for space.

If you are solely a vendor, 
there is a fee of $20.
Let’s make this 

the best fair ever!
Please contact Donna Baker-

Hartwell at 735-5586 or 
hartwell@tds.net

Summer Hours May 1
Open 7 days 10-6

Sun.11-5FRANKLIN ANTIQUE MARKET
361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235 
Tel: 603.934.2800

New Hampshire’s Premier Antique Group Shop
12,000 sq. ft. of Gallery Space
We purchase antiques!   
franklinantiques.com

Quality American, European, 
and Asian antiques—

furniture, art, glass, 
rugs, pottery and 

much more. . .

NAPA
AUTOCARE
CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716 • WalkerAutomotiveInc.com

$19.95 4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT CHECK

SPRING 
SPECIAL 

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

Let us help you complete those 

STORAGE PROJECTS
around the house, inside and outside! 

Get organized with our 

Cabinets, Bookcases, or Cabinet-base Bookcases.
Get ready to enjoy Spring - get your 

organizing projects done now!

Route 11 &   735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover  Open 7 Days


