
The Andover Beacon • June 2008 • Page 27

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

By Sally Bergquist
KUUF

The Kearsarge Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship held its annual meeting 
on May 15 at the New London Histori-
cal Society Meeting House. It began 
with a potluck dinner followed by the 
business meeting.

The incoming Board for the 2008-
2009 year includes Tom Maloof, Presi-
dent; Marion Allen; Bob Bergquist; 

Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Ken Preston; Lizzie Klingler; Mike 
Meller; Sally Bergquist, Secretary; 
Sandy Wells, Treasurer.

The current church year will end 
with a service on Sunday, June 22, at 
Proctor’s Stone Chapel. There will be 
no services in July and August. Ser-
vices will resume on Sunday, Septem-
ber 7, when we look forward to seeing 
all our old friends back and welcoming 
new ones.

By Judy Perreault
NHCHF

Button, button, who’s got the button? 
In our group, the Halcyon Seek-

ers, the lady with the buttons is Irene 
McKinley. She has been collectiong 
buttons since the early 1970s. They 
are all on cards assembled into various 
books. She shared the collection with us 
at our last meeting. Natalie Lively and 
Irene compiled some information on 
buttons and presented the program to 
the group

There are several types of buttons – a 
shank type that has a small ring on the 
back, fabric covered buttons, fl at sew-
through, worked or cloth buttons made 
by embroidering or crocheting over a 
form, and mandarin buttons which are 
knobs made of knotted strings.

Buttons come in all sizes and shapes 
and are made out of all different types of 
materials: glass, gems, jet, ivory, silver, 
gold, shells, wood, pewter, and brass, to 
mention a few. Irene had many samples 
of these in her collection.

Buttons have a long history and 
show up as early as 3000 BC, but not 
as we know them today. There was a 
buttonmakers guild in France in 1250 
AD, and by the 18th century France 
was the center of the button industry. 
By the 19th century England became 
the leader in button making.

Some interesting facts about buttons.
• At fi rst, only the aristocracy could 

wear fancy buttons. Commoners 
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Irene McKinley (l) and Natalie Lively show off some of Irene’s button 
collection.  Photo: Rose Tilton

had to wear cloth or thread-covered 
buttons

• After the death of Prince Albert, 
Queen Victoria only wore black jet 
buttons on her clothes

• Buttons on the sleeves of military 
uniforms were to keep the soldiers 
from wiping their noses on their 
sleeves. I guess handkerchiefs were 
not military issue.

• Young girls used to collect buttons 
for "charm strings." Supposedly once 
she had collected a thousand but-
tons, Prince Charming would come 
and claim her for his bride. (Boy, is 
she going to be disappointed!)

• Men were fi rst to decorate their 
outfi ts with beautiful buttons, es-
pecially their waistcoats. Women 
used hooks and eyes to fasten their 
clothes and used a few as decora-
tions, mostly on the sleeves.

• During World War II in England, 
"blackout buttons" radiated light 
and were worn in the lapels.

• The zipper was a big cause of the 
button's demise.

Buttons are very collectible, and 
some cost thousands of dollars. There 
is such a large supply that some collec-
tors limit themselves to one type, such 
as military. One expert suggested that a 
varied collection was more interesting.

Before you get rid of Grandma's but-
ton box, you may want to do a little re-
search. You could have some valuable 
collector items.

By Karen Lester
Kearsarge Area Council on Aging

Do you like to drive?
Turn something you enjoy doing into 

a way to help others! Many of the peo-
ple who live in the nine towns served by 
the Kearsarge Area Council on Aging 
in New London rely on our Transpor-
tation Program to help them meet the 
daily needs of their lives. 

COA Needs Volunteer Drivers
You could help provide much needed 

transportation to doctor appointments, 
grocery shopping, and visits to friends 
and loved ones.

If you enjoy driving, love to meet 
new people, and are looking for a way 
to help others in your community, 
please give Karen Lester a call at 526-
6368. We are happy to work with your 
schedule and your availability.

At Woodcrest Village, every day brings new beginnings. Enjoy endless  
   social activities, the camaraderie of friends, or a wonderful game of bridge. 

Whether you are looking for peace of mind, specialized memory care or short-term 
accommodations, we offer the services and amenities that make your life easier. 
As Spring arrives, consider a fresh new beginning in your life.

Call Bethany to schedule a tour.

Changes can be 
  Beautiful...

Assisted Living in a Gracious Village Setting

356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257
(603) 526-2300 www.woodcrestvillage.com
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                          SPRING IS HERE!SPRING IS HERE!

LOOKING FOR LOOKING FOR 
THAT PERFECT THAT PERFECT 

SPOT?SPOT?
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