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Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.
March 12, 1959

[National attention was drawn to this 
incident, bringing literally thousands of 
letters to the Wilmot post offi ce.]
War of the Sexes: 
Wilmot Elects Woman Select(man)

The little upland farming-lumber-
ing-mining town of Wilmot (500 souls 
strong if you stretch the count a bit) is 
wracked by trouble today; trouble of 
a kind that shouldn’t affl ict a bigger, 
stronger place much better able to meet 
it. The trouble, reduced to its simplest 
terms, you might say, (especially if you 
are a man) is women. 

But if you said it, might be you’d be 
wrong, for there are those in Wilmot 
who say that the seat of the diffi culty is 
– men. (And somehow there are women 
among those that hold that view.)

 Anyway, what’s happened is that on 
Tuesday night, Wilmot up and elected a 
woman as Selectman at Town Meeting 
– and neither in the Holy Writ, nor the 
State’s Constitution will you fi nd refer-
ence to a Selectwoman. It’s Selectmen 
all the way. 

And on Wednesday night – on the 
walk outside the home of Town Clerk 
Edith M. G. Campbell – where she 
had just administered the oath of of-
fi ce – the two men on the board of 
selectmen gave the new female se-
lectmen their resignations effective 
immediately.

The new woman selectman – and 
now the sole selectman in Wilmot – 
is Donna Niles, former major in the 
WACs and one of the founders and op-
erators of the successful and somewhat 
famous Freedom Acres Farm on the 
lower slopes of Mount Kearsarge.

 The resigned selectmen are Ernest 
M. Patten and Wayne B. Atwood. Said 
Patten, “I told her I had nothing against 
her, nor against women, but I just was 
not going to work with a woman.” Said 
Atwood, “It’s just a matter of sex; wom-
an in politics, in this job. I don’t think in 

this small town, under the circumstanc-
es, a woman should be on the board.”
March 12, 1959

Proposals for a cooperative school 
district, embracing Andover, were 
passed over at the annual town meeting 
here after Sunapee decided to go ahead 
on its own and dropped out of the plan.
March 12, 1959

The Town meeting at Andover was 
treated to an unusual spectacle; an ex-
empt taxpayer asking to be allowed to 
carry a share of the tax load. Headmas-
ter Lyle Farrell contacted the selectmen 
regarding change in the method of as-
sessing taxes against Proctor Academy. 

Under new laws governing exemp-
tions to educational institutions, Proc-
tor is required to pay almost no tax 
on its properties. Mr. Farrell and his 
Board of Trustees feel that they would 
much prefer that the school make a 
little more substantial contribution to 
the town in which it is located than the 
present token. 

They have suggested that Proctor 
be assessed a per capita tax on its stu-
dent enrollment, which would amount 
to something over $300 annually. The 
Town Meeting accepted the offer with 
appreciation.
March 19, 1959

A&P, Martin’s Food Fair, and Surow-
iec’s Market in Franklin are offering 
Easter ham (shank portion) for 39 cents 
a pound. Pinkham’s Market boasts that 
its prices are competitive with the low-
est in town, but First National Store is 
charging 43 cents a pound.

50 Years Ago

March 1959 By Joanna Sumner
Andover Historical Society

I erroneously printed in the Andover 
Historical Society Newsletter that we 
had decided that it was necessary to 
cancel the Old Time Fair this summer 
because of construction on the Route 
11 overpass in Potter Place. However, 
plans to have the fair are still in the 
works. Please continue to keep us in 
mind for your auction and fl ea market 
contributions.

We want to thank RP Johnson and 
Country Pine Furniture for their donations 
to our raffl e this year. It is so nice that they 
were willing to support us even during 
a very slow economy. RP’s has donated 
a gift certifi cate for a free day of rental 
equipment, and Country Pine has donated 
a ski rack. Please stop by our table on vot-
ing day to buy your raffl e ticket.

Through the generosity of New 
Hampshire Humanities Council’s Hu-
manities to Go program, we have been 
extraordinarily lucky to get Rebecca 
Rule for our speaker this spring. Rebec-
ca tells and gathers stories in New Eng-
land, especially New Hampshire. She is 
the author of several books and writes 
a book review column for three New 
Hampshire newspapers. She also hosts 
the New Hampshire Authors series on 
New Hampshire Public Television. Her 
presentation, This Reminds Me of a Sto-
ry, is scheduled for June 8.

Andover Historical SocietyAndover Historical Society

Are you responsible for the care of someone elderly? 

Have you settled for Assisted Living Care 
fearing the cost of Nursing Care? 

Then you have probably never heard of 

PEABODY HOME 
In business since 1942, we are a small, not-for-profit, private pay, home of superior 
reputation.  We have a nurse in the building 24 hours a day and our rates for quality 
Nursing Care actually rivals the rates for Assisted Living Care in other local facilities. 
In these hard economic times, why would you pay so much money and not actually 
receive the services and care that our elderly need and deserve?  Our Nursing Rates start 
at only $149.00/day. 

Sleep peacefully at night knowing your loved one is receiving the level of care they 
need in a highly respected resident-focused home  

Peabody Home…  
where we proudly care for our elders 

603-934-3718 
In Central New Hampshire

153.00

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

Top prices paid for pre-1900 
household items including 
tables, cupboards, pottery, 

paintings, desks, chairs, 
cloth and paper items, quilts, 

dressers, etc.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512
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Fine Art • Vintage Clothing • Silver • Furniture • Linens

Pottery • Custom Woodcraft • Crystal • Early Bottles • Collectibles

Ever Changing … Always FunEver Changing … Always Fun
Pancake Rd. and Rte. 11 Tues-Sat  10-5 • Sun  12-5
603-735-4100 www.ConstantQuilter.com

Antiques & Artisans Too
at The Constant Quilter
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T H E  15T H ! ! ! ! !
Please have your ad, article, photo, 
letter, etc. to the Beacon by the 15th 

of each month! Or at least let us 
know by then the date it’s coming.

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099

VOTE
AE/MS Mar 10


