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From the April 16 Concord Monitor

Karen Busch Holman talks as though 
success just fl oated down in front of her 
like the little brown mouse who hangs 
suspended by a cluster of bright bal-
loons in her latest watercolor.

The facts tell otherwise. Holman 
was a pedigreed New York architect 
who gave up her dual offi ces and auspi-
cious career to pursue her love of art. 
She supported herself doing specialty 
wall painting – including a wall in the 
World Trade Center – and learned desk-
top publishing to make herself more 
marketable. That skill landed her a gig 
at the University of New Hampshire, 
which in turn opened the door for a 
small book about conserving the fam-
ily farm.

A woman just happened to have 
that book in her purse when she went 
to lunch with children’s writer Marie 
Harris, who had just fi nished writing G 
is for Granite and was having trouble 
fi nding an acceptable illustrator for her 
publisher. Harris’s friend pulled out 
Holman’s book and suggested she get 
in touch with her.

“It’s so funny how you just fall into 
these things,” said Holman, whose lat-
est book, Nicholas: A New Hampshire 
Tale, recently hit bookstores. Sitting in 
her sunfl ower-yellow studio in Andover, 
the painting for the next Nicholas book 
jacket on the table in front of her, Hol-
man talked of a life and career that, no 
matter the talent and ambition involved, 
seems to continuously delight and sur-
prise her. The sounds of a hammer 
punctuated her sentences as the contrac-
tor who’s renovating her enormous old 
farmhouse worked in a nearby room. A 
cat mewed somewhere in the distance. 
Pencil sketches of Holsteins and tubes of 
paint lay scattered about Holman’s work 
table, and a bouquet of balloons fl oated 
overhead, tethered to her desk lamp.

“I can’t draw from my head,” Holman 
said, gesturing toward the balloons. “I 
have to have something to look at … if 
I’m drawing a peanut butter sandwich, 
I’ll go make a peanut butter sandwich 
and take a bite out of it.”

Not every illustration is as close at 
hand as a loaf of bread and a jar of pea-
nut butter. Holman, 49, spends much 
of her time traveling the countryside 
taking photos of animals, people and 
scenery – which, for her latest set of 
books requires a lot of crouching on the 
ground to get the right angle. “I always 
have to take pictures from a mouse’s 
point of view,” she explained.

The photos are crammed by the hun-
dreds onto Holman’s desktop computer 
in a sort of organized madness that mir-
rors her life. Rather than trying to keep 
her work and home existence separate, 
Holman enthusiastically integrates the 
two. When her sons, ages 10 [Tyler] and 

Karen Holman Illustrates 
A New Hampshire Tale

8 [Todd], are home from school, they 
often hang out with her in her studio, 
drawing their own mouse pictures or 
practicing on the electronic keyboard 
that sits in one corner. In turn, the peo-
ple and animals she knows best tend to 
pop up in her books.

Her horse, Betty, a retired racehorse 
she boards up the road and rides every 
day, has an important role in Nicholas’s 
New Hampshire adventure, helping 
the mouse get from the seacoast to the 
White Mountains. The book, published 
by Mitten Press, is crammed with New 
Hampshire locales and events – as well 
as rodents.

Holman was not a fan of mice when 
she got the contract to illustrate her fi rst 
mouse book, Mitt, the Michigan Mouse, 
in 2005. A writer she had met at a book 
signing for G is for Granite had told 
her about Mitten Press, a new company 
spun off of a larger publishing house. 
She e-mailed the company offering 
samples of her work, and when one of 
the editors responded, telling her they 
were launching a new mouse series, she 
stayed up for two days straight complet-
ing the promised samples.

Holman told her kids that if she got 
the deal, she’d get some pet mice to use 
as models. She was soon sharing her 
studio with two rather odorous little 
mice (who have since been tenderly laid 
to rest). “I’m so attached to mice now,” 
said Holman. “I get so nervous for them 
while I’m reading the manuscript.”

Holman, who has since illustrated 
six other mouse books and two more of 
Harris’s books, as well as created the art 
for the popular New Hampshire heir-
loom birth certifi cate, didn’t expect that 
talking mice would fi gure so strongly 
in her career. She grew up in New Jer-
sey, the daughter of a Danish scientist, 
in a traditional household where the 
family gathered for a formal dinner ev-
ery evening. She studied art and math 
at the University of Massachusetts of 
Amherst, then completed the interior 
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Dr. Susan Lynch

Schedule your appointment today. It could save your life!

Dr. Susan Lynch knows that breast 
cancer is all too common; it affects 
the lives of many women—and 
children—in New Hampshire.  As a 
doctor, and as a woman, she knows 
that regular mammograms and 
early detection save lives.

“As a pediatrician, I know how dependent 
children’s health is on mother’s health. Breast 
health is critical. Mammography is simple.”

– Susan Lynch, MD, First Lady of New Hampshire
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A public health message brought to you by LRGHealthcare.

                                                             

 
 
 

You CAN afford a 
vacation or retreat 

YES!

@ 

Bluewater 
Farm 

Our Lodge sleeps 40! 
~Reunions or Retreats~ 

~Weddings or Workshops~ 
4 nights 

Pay for only 3 
************* 
Our Cottages 

5 Nights 
$445 – up to 4 guests 
$540 – up to 6 guests 

*Tax excluded- linens extra* 
Cottages are Sunday- Friday 

Lodge is Monday – Friday 
603.735.5159 contactus@bluewaterfarm.net

You CAN

YES!
Joyce	E.	Egge
Realtor - NH, Me & vT

equineHomes.com
Jegge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

Po Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

526-2464
Now in New London


