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Condensed from the Franklin Jour-
nal-Transcript
July 23, 1959 - Front Page

In the moonlight over Andover, 
fogged by haze below, seven members 
of an Air Force crew fought valiantly 
for their plane and for their lives early 
Wednesday morning – and lost.

The time was precisely 1:40 AM.
At that exact instant, despite the hour, 

there were some 14 or 15 or more actual 
witnesses to the tragedy written in the sky 
as the plane circled with one side ablaze. 

All on the plane died instantly as it 
crashed, and its cargo of 8,000 gallons of 
gasoline exploded on the Andover Plains 
farm of Bud H. Keyser. [The plane was a 
KC-97 tanker from the 509th Air Refu-
eling Squadron at Pease Air Force Base 
in Portsmouth.]

But the stories of the witnesses indi-
cated that until the fi nal plunge, the pilot 
was battling to keep the craft aloft after an 
explosion and fi re in one of its motors. The 
plane circled several times as it came down 
from its fl ight altitude of 15,000 feet. 

The closest witnesses were Mr. and 
Mrs. Chester Shampney and members 
of the family of Bud H. Keyser, Sr., all 
living within a few hundred yards or 
so of the Keyser farm, where the plane 
came down.

The elder Mr. Keyser and his wife 
were awakened by the sound of the cir-
cling plane. “I fi rst heard the sound of the 
plane,” Mr. Keyser said. “It made a con-
siderable noise. It circled and went out 
three fourths of a mile and came back 
and landed with a blast in the fi eld.” Mrs. 
Keyser said the plane made a peculiar 
noise and “lit up the sky,” as it went by.

A son of Mr. Keyser, Harold Keyser, 
living nearby with his wife, were awak-
ened by the plane in time to see the fl ash 
of the crash. 

The Harold Keysers’ son-in-law and 
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. John Ireland, 
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also living not far away, heard the plane, 
rushed out of the house and saw its cir-
cling fi ery course until it fi nally swerved 
downward to explode. 

The Shampneys, nearby neighbors of 
the Keysers, heard the circling plane and 
were at the window in time to see that it 
was on fi re, and in time to see the fi nal 
terrible explosion. 

Clarence Keyser, another son of the 
elder Bud H. Keyser, also living nearby, 
saw the burning plane in the air, too, and 
was a witness to the crash. 

The Keysers and Mr. Shampney all 
were among the fi rst on the scene of the 
crash, as the fi eld and the adjoining wood-
lands were lighted by the blazing gasoline 
surrounding the scattered wreckage. 

It was obvious from the fi rst that there 
were no survivors.

Only quick action by the East Andover 
Fire Department, under Chief Leland 
Miller, and the fact that a soaking rain had 
fallen a few hours before, prevented what 
could have been a serious forest fi re. 

The plane slammed to the ground at 
the edge of an open fi eld, a few yards 
into a heavily wooded area. When the 
plane exploded it spewed wreckage and 
burning gasoline for hundreds of yards 
around. 

The East Andover fi remen, arriv-
ing only about twenty minutes after the 
crash, kept the blaze from spreading 
through the woods, and in less than three 
hours had the scene under control. 

The East Andover fi remen were as-
sisted by the Andover Fire Department, 
which brought a third truck to the scene. 

A team of Air Force enlisted men and 
offi cers was at the scene shortly after 6 
AM to recover the bodies and set up a 
guard for the wreckage. Throughout 
most of the morning the curious arrived 
at the scene a car or two at a time, and 
stayed to gather in hushed, sober-faced 

From the front page of the Manchester Union Leader on July 23, 1959. Bob 
Peters found this in a shoebox of old newspaper clippings that his mother, 
Helen Peters, had saved.
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CLOVERDALE FEED AND
FARM SUPPLY

OPEN 7 DAYS • MON-FRI 9-7, SAT 9-5, SUN 10-3 • RT 127 • WEBSTER • 746-3234 

Wood & Straw Stall Pellets
Hay • Straw • Shavings
Lucerne Chopped Forage

Tack • Wormers • Pet Foods
Supplements • Fly Sprays

DON’T MISS OUT! DON’T MISS OUT! 
JULY 4TH WEEKEND SALEJULY 4TH WEEKEND SALE
SAL

E!
SAL

E! SALE!
SALE!

DICKIES CLOTHING & BOOTS • MUCK • ROCKY • ADTEC
Shorts • Jeans • T-Shirts • And More!

BLACK GOLD PREMIUM DOG FOOD
Puppy Formula 20# … $14.85 • 2 for $28.00

• SUPER SPECIAL WITH THIS AD •
50# BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER $18.75  REGULAR $22.50

TRIUMPH™ HORSE FEED
SAVE $1.00 PER BAG!

Brand New Look! Improved Formula!
• Improve Fat Levels 6% to 10%
• Added Yeast
• New Stay-Fresh Poly Packaging
• Enhanced Mineral Fortifi cation
• Guaranteed Levels of Lysine/Biotin

Sweet • Pelleted • Complete
Formulas

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises • 735-6083

Call

New - Used Furniture 934-4159
 800 559-4159 NH

Mon. – Fri.  8:30 – 5:30 440 Central Street
Sat.  8:30 – 5:00 • Sun.  11 – 4 Franklin 03235


