
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 46 • The Andover Beacon • July 2009

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

June was a fast-paced month at 
Andover Elementary/Middle School 
as one school year wound down while 
plans were beginning for the start of the 
next school year. 

The weather in May and June was 
an educator’s dream come true! I think 
we only had one uncomfortably hot and 
muggy day. Our building holds the heat 
well, and air doesn’t really circulate 
much, so spring can be very uncomfort-
able and not always conducive to learn-
ing. The rainy cool weather helped stu-
dents (and staff) to stay on-task and be 
much more productive. Now that school 
has ended, the nice weather is welcome 
to arrive!
Kindergarten Graduation

The kindergarten students partici-
pated in a graduation ceremony on June 
15 and magically became fi rst grade stu-
dents when sprinkled with special glitter 
by Mrs. Pellegrino. Parents and friends 
were greatly entertained by the students 
as they performed several songs. Cake 
and punch were enjoyed after the cer-
emony. Mrs. Pellegrino, Mrs. Rogers, 
parents and students went to Squam 
Lake Science Center later that week.
Middle School Graduation

Twenty-nine eighth grade students 
graduated from AE/MS on June 18. 
Next year those students will attend 
Merrimack Valley High School, Proctor 
Academy, Tilton School, and Loomis 
Chaffee School in Windsor, Connecti-
cut. Staff members agree that this was a 
very special group of students and their 
absence will certainly be noticed. It will 
be interesting for us to follow their edu-
cational and career paths.
Eighth Grade Trip

The eighth grade students, Mr. 
Tucker, Mr. Murphy, Ms. Slayton, Mrs. 
LaRoche, Mrs. Hill, and Mrs. Tiede 
traveled to Salem, Massachusetts and 
visited a witch museum and a pirate 
museum and watched a witch re-enact-
ment trial. All were very interesting. 

The best adventure, though, was the 

SCHOOL’S OUT!
scavenger hunt that Mr. Murphy and 
Mr. Tucker had set up for the students in 
a cemetery in Salem village. The eve-
ning was spent in Seekonk, Massachu-
setts shopping, swimming, and playing 
football. 

The next day the group rose early 
and ventured to Newport, Rhode Island. 
Unfortunately, the weather prevented 
the students from fully exploring the 
Cliff Walk, but we did roam the rocks 
near Kings Beach. After riding the full 
length of Ocean Drive, where students 
all chose the mansions they would live 
in, it was off to Fort Adams for more 
history. 

Our timing turned out to be abso-
lutely perfect for the last event – Six 
Flags. The sky was overcast, and it 
kept the crowd away. Our roller coaster 
daredevils managed to ride every single 
coaster without waiting in lines. The 
adventure ended with the whole group 
riding the swing ride together. 

We had chartered a bus for the two 
days, and upon arriving back in Andover 
the driver commented that the students 
were the most well-mannered group he 
had driven. It was a nice way to end the 
year for the eighth grade class, many of 
whom have been classmates for nine 
years. 

This trip was made possible through 
fundraising. Thanks to all who helped 
support the fundraising efforts. Thank 
you to Jim Tucker and Tina Barton for 
coordinating and organizing the vari-
ous fundraising activities.
Last Day Of School

The last school day was June 22, 
and although outdoor fi eld events were 
hampered by the rain, the day was still 
packed with fun, celebration, and fare-
wells. The AE/MS PTO and our school 
kitchen staff put on a feast for students, 
staff members, and guests. It was cer-
tainly enjoyed by the students. Snow 
cones are always a treat! 

The afternoon had the traditional 
catapult competition as we watched 
seventh grade student teams fl ing eggs 

The Long Tail Monkeys (l-r: Tyler Holman, Max Barrett, Logan Marcus, and 
Sam Barrett) invited AE/MS Band Director Paul Hubert to sit in on their fi rst 
number at Field Day. Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

See School’s Out   on page 47

SUMMER IS HERE!
TRY OUR HOMEMADE SALADS, FRESH FRUIT CUPS, 
FRESHLY MADE SANDWICHES, WRAPS AND SUBS.

WE HAVE FOCACCIA BREAD NOW!

Just stop in, or call ahead. 
Come cool off with a Green Mtn. Iced Coffee!

Don’t forget - we do Hunting/Fishing Licenses and OHRV Registrations. 
193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406

GRACE’S 
RadioShack ®

863-4942
Junction Route 11 & 103

Newport

526-2405
New London 

Shopping Center

• Televisions
• Stereos
• Satellites
• Cell Phones
• CB Radios

• Computer Parts & Supplies
• Antenna Systems & Installs
• Telephones & Accessories

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

T-N-T
AUTOBODY
Automobiles • Bikes

Snowmobiles
Insurance Collision 

Repair

Free Estimates
Tom Heath

8 Stewart Street
735-4360

tndheath@tds.net
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