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Virginia Clasby was named to the 
dean’s list for the spring semester at 
Waynesburg University in Waynes-
burg, Pennsylvania. Virginia is a 
graduate of Merrimack Valley High 
School.

DEAN’S LIST
Virginia Clasby

By Bill Bardsley
Along about the late 1970s, I began 

to hear tales about a worldly citizen 
coming to Andover – a diplomat, a big 
oil tycoon, a secret agent, a veritable 
Daddy Warbucks type. He had married 
into the Cangiano family, long-time 
seasonal settlers up on the misty heights 
of Bradley Lake.

This man turned out to be not a 
mythological being but the very real 
Roger Godwin, friendly, modest, and 
warm-hearted. He never really talked 
much about his pre-Andover life, so I 
never learned how much of the Daddy 
Warbucks image was based on reality.

We did gradually fi nd out, though, 
that in terms of what he did for his adopt-
ed hometown, Roger was a very big time 
operator. Quite likely it was the skills ac-
quired in his earlier years that combined 
with his personal qualities to make him 
the effective town father that he became.

He had arrived here with Brenda, the 
Cangiano lady he married, as a summer 
resident in 1977. They became year-
round citizens in 1980.

Roger fi rst appears on the town report 
list of offi cials and volunteers as a Budget 
Committee member in 1984. This began 
his remarkable service to Andover: 18 
years as a Selectman, fi ve years on that 
Budget Committee, 15 years with the 
Cable TV Committee, 12 years with 
the Planning Board, and even one term 
as a Trustee of Trust Funds. Most of 
these years were as an ex-offi cio Select-
man member, but that did not lessen his 
commitment to the work of these vari-
ous committees or lessen the number of 
evening meetings. His broad perspective 
of the town’s affairs contributed greatly 
to committee efforts.

We need to remember Roger when 
we turn on the cable TV. His persis-

tence in negotiations resulted in cable 
service all over Andover at a time when 
this was unusual for small towns. That 
persistence also brought equipment 
provided by the cable company to set up 
our community channel and a franchise 
fee agreement to keep it going.

Roger had a tendency to do good 
things without telling anyone. This ap-
pears to have applied to his law practice 
as well as his town positions. We might 
remember he was a lawyer only when 
we needed a legal view during a com-
mittee discussion or when we saw him 
driving off to Concord wearing coat 
and tie. Much of his legal work was pro 
bono, and Brenda can describe unusual 
in-kind payments for some that wasn’t.

Somehow along the way, Roger and 
Brenda were raising 11 children while 
Roger indulged in a yen for keeping gi-
gantic dogs and, for a while, a few Scot-
tish Highland cattle, almost pets. The 
latter eventually went down the road, 
Brenda says, because Roger wouldn’t 
eat anything that had a name.  

Roger liked living in Andover. Here, 
he used to say, you know everybody, 
whereas in the city you only know your 
own circle of friends. We were fortu-
nate that he put his talents to work for 
us. Andover is a better place because he 
did, and his presence will be missed – 
fondly missed.

Remembering Roger Godwin

On July 18, a large group of family and friends of Roger Godwin gathered 
at Bradley Lake to celebrate his life. Pictured here are (l-r) Vicky Mishcon, 
Brenda Godwin, Dennis Fenton, and Jane Slayton. Photo: Wilkey Godwin

WHAT CAN I DO 
FOR YOU OR A LOVED ONE?

Provide companionship?  
Get groceries and run errands?

Prepare meals?  Do light housekeeping?

I’ll help to keep you comfortable...I’ll help to keep you comfortable...
at home and out and about!at home and out and about!

JUDY EVANS                 735-5331

1.800.524.9243

• Commercial
• Residential
• Fire Alarm
• Security
• Card Access
• Testing
• Inspection
• Maintenance
• Intercoms
• Central Vacuum 

Systems
• Camera / Video
• Temperature 

Control
• Freeze Alarm
• 24 hr. UL Listed 

Central Station

• Let us protect your investment with 
24 HOUR MONITORING.

• Prevent FROZEN pipes & FLOODED 
basements.

• Save on heating costs. Arrive to a warm 
home in the winter and a cool home in 
the summer with REMOTE ACCESS 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL.

• Complete alarm coverage from 
Pelham to Pittsburg.

• Call today for a free consultation and 
evaluation.

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs

37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com
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PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581

MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.
• Plowing & Sanding Driveways
• Septic Systems
• Site Work
• Sand, Gravel, and Loam


