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By Donna Baker-Hartwell
Andover Historical Society

On Sunday, September 13, from 1 to 
3 PM, the 1837 one-room school house 
will be open for visitors. You will be 
able to see the newly-acquired period 
teacher’s desk and chair. Many thanks 
to Ken Reid.

The Tucker Mountain School House 
was built in the corner of William Tuck-
er’s orchard. It is hard to fi nd any rem-
nant of the orchard today. However, we 
can surmise that apples were very im-
portant to the early residents of Tucker 
Mountain. Apples store well and are 
very versatile. Recipes for apple butter, 
cakes, sauce, cider, applejack, vinegar, 
candies, and pies were common then, 
as they are today.

Peter Zak, who lives at the foot 
of Tucker Mountain Road on Maple 
Street and owns Highland Lake Or-
chard, has one of the oldest Baldwin 
trees still producing in this area. He 
believes his tree is around a hundred 
years old. Peter says that most likely 
the Baldwin apple was grown at Wil-
liam Tucker’s orchard. 

If you would like to know more 
about apples, Peter will be available to 
share his wealth of knowledge at the 
open house. Some of his apples and 
apple products will also be available to 

Ken Reid donated this old desk and chair to the Andover Historical Society. 
It’s on display at the Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse this month.

Tucker Mountain SchoolhouseTucker Mountain Schoolhouse
taste and purchase.

Putting an apple on the teacher’s 
desk was a tradition which began in the 
era that the Tucker Mountain School 
was in operation.

According to Barry Popik, a con-
tributor and consultant to the Oxford 
English Dictionary, “In the second half 
of the 1800s, students (especially in ru-
ral communities) brought an apple to 
the teacher. The origin of this practice 
can’t be pinned down to a specifi c date, 
but ‘an apple for the teacher’ was well-
known by the 1880s and 1890s. 

“To ‘polish an apple’ originally 
meant to wash them for sale, but the 
term ‘apple-polisher’ means someone 
who curries favor with a superior such 
as a student who brings an apple for a 
teacher to help get better grades. ‘Ap-
ple-polisher’ became popular college 
slang in the 1920s.” 

On another note, the folk art of mak-
ing apple head dolls is one we can still 
enjoy. If you visit the school this month, 
you will be able to see how an apple 
head is carved. There will be a few on 
display and some in process.

Refreshments will be served. You 
guessed it … apples, and more!

For more information, call the 
Andover Historical Society at 735-5586 
or 735-5628.

them to be a gold mine for historical re-
search. Right now I am in the process of 
researching one in Portsmouth that has 
revealed layer after layer of data.” 

Indeed, human waste was not the 
only thing to go down the hole, and often 
the remains can reveal such information 
as the size of the family, whether there 
were children, and when a new wife 
was introduced to the household. (The 
old wife’s dishware was often the fi rst 
thing to go into the hole.) “We can even 
follow the rhythm of the year through 
the waste that accumulated during holi-
days,” says Sheila.
Andover (And Other) Privies

In the Andover area, Nelson located 
a number of old indoor privies.

The Village Store - Says Andover 
resident Don Gould, “When I was in-
specting the old building on Lawrence 
Street that used to be the Village Store 
and is now Dr. Schneider’s offi ce and 
Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy, 
there were indoor privies on both the 
fi rst and second fl oors. These two had a 
common ‘fl ue’ or ‘chute,’ so if you were 
seated on the fi rst fl oor, you could hear 
the [detritus] coming from the second 
fl oor.” The second fl oor privy served 
the Masonic Hall.

Concord - “When I was a lad,” con-
tinues Don, “I worked on a farm in the 
Concord area. One day the man came 
to clean out the farm’s privy. He would 
dig it out with a shovel, and I guess the 
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“The farmer’s wife was a very nice 

lady. She brought him a freshly made 
doughnut and handed it down to him in 
the hole. He took it and thanked her. But 
then she said she also had a cup of coffee. 

“‘Just a minute,’ says he, ‘I have to 
fi nd a place to put down this doughnut.’ 
So saying, he did! He found a ‘dry’ spot 
and laid that confection right on it, and 
then she handed down the cup. 

“You know, that man was never sick 
that I can recall.”

Shaw Hill Road - Nelson also in-
vestigated the three-hole privy in the 
1830 colonial farm of Linda Barnes on 
Shaw Hill Road in Salisbury, just over 
the Andover border. Besides the two 
regular seats is a third, tiny child’s seat 
nearer the fl oor. 

One delightful feature of this house 
is that the clean-out access panel to the 
privy is still on the outside of the house, 
right beside the front door. “Didn’t that 
smell?” asks Nelson. “Well, now, this 
was a farm, and there were all sorts of 
smells,” Linda replied.

The Maples - A three-holer was 
once the only facility in use when the 
Goneau residence was “The Maples” 
on Main Street in Andover, operated 
by the Quartz family. Tourists came to 
spend the whole summer as part of the 
“Summer on a New Hampshire Farm” 
movement at the turn of the 1900s.

Highland Lake Grange - Many 
current residents of Andover will blush 
to realize that they have been intimate-
ly associated with this privy. Nelson 
learned that when the Highland Lake 
Grange was recently remodeled, this 
one-seater was taken out and is now 
stored, for sentimental value, in the 
basement of the historic Grange Hall. 
“Even a governor of New Hampshire 
sat here,” chuckles Don Gould, refer-
ring to Nahum Bachelder. Don has 
been actively working with the team of 
dedicated people restoring the Grange.

Messer Farm, New London - “It 
made for father-son bonding,” quipped 
Paul Messer as he showed Nelson the 
two-holer at the 1853 Messer farm in 
New London. “Interesting items used for 
toilet paper were catalogs and magazines 
and old dried corn cobs. There were a lot 
of hired hands who also used the privy.”

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

Top prices paid for pre-1900 
household items including 
tables, cupboards, pottery, 

paintings, desks, chairs, 
cloth and paper items, quilts, 

dressers, etc.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE

231 NH Route 11,Wilmot, NH 03287 • 603.526.2600

Economical solutions to your fl ooring needs,  
with options that won’t break your budget.


