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The Ragged Rock
By John Wallach
Proctor Academy ’10

The rock that makes up Ragged 
Mountain is a metamorphic rock that 
contains fi ve minerals: quartz, feldspar, 
muscovite, garnet, and silliminite. Its 
general appearance is of small scattered 
crystals with large streaks of silliminite 
crystals. The silliminite – silvery green, 
sometimes blue – often protrudes from 
the rest of the rock because it is a harder 
mineral and erodes at a slower rate than 
the rest of the rock. 

The origin of the Ragged rock stems 
back to when the North American and 
African tectonic plates converged. By 
the Jurassic, all the sedimentary rock 
that had once been present on the ocean 
fl oor had been subjected to extreme 
heat and pressure and uplifted and thus 
was transformed into a mountain range 
of metamorphic rock, the Ragged rock.

Andover In Africa?
By Eric Viandier
Proctor Science Teacher

In the Devonian, the Old (proto) 
Atlantic fi nally closed as the North 
American and African plates came into 
contact forming a valley, the Connecti-
cut Valley of today. Ragged Mountain 
and Kearsarge Mountain formed on the 
continental shelf of the African plate, 
which eventually began to drift away 
in the Jurassic, opening today’s modern 
Atlantic. 

However, the scission did not occur at 
the Connecticut Valley, the zone of con-
tact, but further east, where the seacoast 
of New Hampshire lies today. Ragged 
and Kearsarge, of African origin, were 
left behind, geologically glued to North 
America.

Geologically speaking, Andover be-
longs to Africa!

One Mile Of Ice Overhead
By Molly Flam
Proctor Academy ’10

During the last ice age, which cli-
maxed 20,000 years ago, a large glacier 
moved across New England from the 
northwest to the southeast. The north-
western slopes of Kearsarge Mountain 
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and Ragged Mountain are gradual be-
cause the glacier smoothed out the land 
as it went up the mountain. 

Southeastern slopes on the other 
hand are jagged and steep because the 
glacier would chip away chunks of the 
mountain as it went down.This is known 
as glacial plucking. From the Bulkhead 
of Ragged Mountain, created by glacial 
plucking, you can easily see this slope 
profi le on Kearsarge.

Boulders that had been moved by 
the glacier were deposited, scattered 
throughout the land when the glacier fi -
nally melted. These boulders are called 
erratic boulders. The Balanced Rock on 
Ragged Mountain is an erratic boulder 

and shows clear evidence of the glacier 
action. The Balanced Rock is igne-
ous, while all the local rock on which 
it stands balanced is metamorphic; this 
proves that the balanced rock comes 
from another place. 

Also, the Balanced Rock is smooth 
and round, since it was eroded while 
being pushed and rolled along by the 
glacier. The Ragged rock outcrop be-
low the Balanced Rock has grooves on 
the northwest side that end at the base of 
the Balanced Rock. The grooves were 
carved by the Balanced Rock as it was 
dragged by the glacier. The grooves are 
oriented northwest to southeast, another 
evidence of the direction of the glacial 
fl ow.

The Balanced Rock on Ragged Mtn.

 

 

Thank You!Thank You!
Andover Fire Dept

Andover Rescue Squad
for spending a full day at 

AEMS for
Fire Prevention Month. 

We ALL appreciate all YOU 
do for our community!

ANDOVER ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL 

2009-2010 

Andover Elementary/Middle SchoolAndover Elementary/Middle School
2009-2010

Substitutes Needed:
• Teachers

• Kitchen Help
• Custodial Help

For more information and
an application, call

Principal Jane Slayton
735-5494

Training provided!

Amy Schneider M.D.

Family Medicine
8 Lawrence Street

PO Box 120 • Andover 

735-4363 phone • 735-4364 fax

Serving 
Andover’s Families

Same Day Appointments Available

JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies

603-286-8618

Dentist also speaks  & !

T H E  15T H ! ! ! ! !
Please have your ad, article, photo, 
letter, etc. to the Beacon by the 15th 

of each month! Or at least let us 
know by then the date it’s coming.
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