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THANK YOU, DENNIS.
By Vicky Mishcon
Andover Board of Selectmen

These are the remarks with which Vicky opened Town Meeting.
As some of you know, our chairman [of the Board of Select-

men], Dennis Fenton, is retiring after tonight’s meeting. He said 
he would like to go out quietly, but I’m afraid there’s no chance 
of that happening. 

I won’t say he’s retiring from public service, because I have a 
suspicion that he’ll fi nd ways to continue serving this community 
without being on any of the boards. He assures us that if we need 
to contact him, he’ll be on his deck 
chair overlooking Highland Lake.

Dennis followed a strong ex-
ample of public service from his 
parents and grandparents – his 
grandfather, also named Den-
nis, fi rst served as selectman in 
1912, and I believe he told me his 
mother was one of the fi rst mem-
bers of the newly-formed Plan-
ning Board. I hope Tyler [Fenton, 
Dennis’ grandson] knows we have 
high expectations.

Dennis began his service to the 
town in 1958, when he was ap-
pointed to the Planning Board. He 
has served on the School Board 
and the Budget Committee and 
represented Andover in the formative years of the Concord Re-
gional Solid Waste/Resource Recovery Co-operative. And we 
enjoy the services of our town administrator thanks to the work 
of the committee which studied the Administrative Assistant 
form of government, which Dennis chaired in 1979.

As some of you may remember, Dennis tried retiring from 
town service in 1991, but was unable to refuse when the town 
once again needed his services, and he chaired the Board of Se-
lectmen for an additional four terms. During those terms he was 
the driving force behind the Town Offi ce and Library renovation 
as well as the construction of the new Police Station.
Dennis’ Real Legacy

But Dennis’ real legacy is the character he brings to his work. 
He is patient; he listens carefully to all sides of an issue; he is wise 
about the mysterious and cumbersome ways of state and federal 
government; and he and Roger Godwin have been the best men-
tors I could hope for. (Of course, there were a few things that 
Roger said that were best forgotten as soon as you heard them.) 

Dennis has drilled into my head two things: Do what’s best 
for the town, and just use common sense – a quality that he has 
in spades. But I have only had the pleasure of working with Den-
nis for two years, so I thought it best when preparing this speech 
to talk to other folks who have known him longer. I actually 
heard some pretty good stories in the process! 

But what virtually each person said was this: Dennis always has 
the town’s interest deeply at heart. He argues on behalf of the town, not 
on behalf of his own interests. In fact he does this to the point where 
you can’t always tell what his personal feelings are on an issue.

And he is a great believer in the democratic process. During 
our months of preparation for the annual meeting, Dennis would 
constantly remind us that Town Meeting would eventually do 
the thing that was right for the town. Trust Town Meeting. I’m 
sure all of us here tonight appreciate the important work that 
gets done here, and that the results are almost always in the best 
interest of the town.

Those are the things that are the real legacy that Dennis 
leaves. He is the essence of a true town father.

Finally, I’d like to present our gift to Dennis – a captain’s chair 
with an expression of our appreciation. Instead of a Town seal, 
we had a sketch of the view of Highland Lake from his house 
engraved on the face of the back rest.

From all of us – thank you, Dennis.
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HIGHLAND LAKE INN,
PROUD SPONSOR OF THE

CHOCOLATEFEST

co-sponsored by the 
Lake Sunapee Region Chamber of Commerce and 

Colby-Sawyer College

Saturday, May 1, from noon to 2:30 PM 
at Wheeler Hall, Ware Campus Center, 

Colby-Sawyer College, New London

The Highland Lake Inn, 
a neighborhood landmark since 1767.

COME IN AND VISIT US!
735-6426 • HighlandLakeInn.com

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body

A proud member of the  
Davis & Towle Group 

325 Central Street Franklin, NH 03235   
(603)934-3717 

Offering Insurance for your  
Home, Auto, and Business for 

over 80 years 
 

Stop in and visit us in  
Franklin, Concord, Henniker, 
Hillsboro, and Amherst, or at 

www.DavisTowle.com 
Great service Great Rates 

 

Tomorrow Happens– Are you Ready?   


