
Clockwise from front left: Tyler Champagne
Sasha Mackenzie, Lilly Carlson, and Megan
at the Spring Concert at AE/MS on Thursd
is a fundraiser for the Andover Afterschoo
Spring Concert, see page 46. 

Second grade students send marbles racing down the long and diffi cult 
raceway they have assembled. On stage (l-r): Shaelyn Hanlon, Brianna 
Tilton, Hannah Asbury, Riley Keezer, Jacob Duquette. On the fl oor: Ethan Da-
vis, Chase Keyser, Caleb Chevarie, Madisyn Brayshaw, Madalyn Goodwin, 
Ronan Walsh.  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

fl owers can be grown, learned from, ap
preciated, and eaten by students, teach-
ers, and the whole community!

The garden will be installed right 
in front of the school, on the lawn area 
where the fl agpole, peace-pole and 
granite bench currently are. It will be 
composed of a series of raised beds 
(some put in this year, others next year), 
with lawn between the beds. A knee-
high, decorative fence will run part way 
along the walkway, creating an aesthet-
ic border between the high-traffi c zone 
and the garden space.

Benefi ts of having a school garden 
are almost limitless. Many schools al-
ready have gardens, and the outcomes 
are clear. At its best, the garden can be a 

painting, the garden can be integrated 
into curriculum to enhance hands-on 
learning and to develop students’ sense 
of ownership and stewardship for their 
surroundings. 

Other ideas include joint 1st-and-
8th grade legacy projects, supplement-
ing the school’s salad bar with what’s 
grown in the garden, hosting a pump-
kin-growing contest between schools, 
or having students sell the produce at a 
local farmers’ market. What other ideas 
do you have?

We’re receiving great support from 
community members, including all 
those who donated at Town Meeting, 
and businesses such as Bluewater Farm, 

By Becca Lance
Beacon volunteer and MVHS ’11

With the school year coming to a 
close, the seniors at Merrimack Valley 
High School are getting ready to gradu-
ate. But earning just the 26 required 
credits and 24 hours of community 
service will not get them a diploma – 
seniors at MVHS are also required to 
complete a senior project. 

This project entails three aspects: a 
paper, product, and presentation. The 
product must include a time commit-
ment of at least 30 hours, and the over-
all project is supposed to be a learning 
experience. Many seniors choose proj-
ects that benefi t the community, just as 
Stephanie Nelson and Ryan Davis, both 
Andover residents, each did.
Fighting MS

For her senior project, Stephanie Nel-
son held a walk to raise money for Mul-
tiple Sclerosis, or MS. This is a chronic, 
often disabling disease that attacks the 
central nervous system. Stephanie’s 
mother was diagnosed with MS about 
six years ago, and that’s how Stephanie 
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See Garden  on page 47


