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partment) as its secretary (head). He 
had demonstrated his executive ability 
and become widely known among the 
state’s farmers as secretary of the State 
Grange.

This account caught my eye, as Na-
hum Bachelder was later elected gover-
nor of the state.

After a short stint in teaching, the 
future governor had gone into exten-
sive market gardening for a time. But 
then he turned his energy and resourc-
es to dairying, supplying some of the 
leading hotels of the day with “gilt-
edged” butter.

Bachelder subsequently served as 
National Master of the Grange, Pa-
trons of Husbandry, in addition to being 
elected governor of New Hampshire in 
1903.

A little Internet research on Nahum 
Bachelder revealed that he was a na-
tional advocate (quoted in the August 5, 
1906 New York Times) for the commer-
cial development of denatured alcohol 
as a fuel. Then National Grange Master, 
Bachelder testifi ed to Congress on the 
vast potential he saw for growth in “the 
use of the farm engine and the alcohol 
lamp” for alcohol made from “corn, po-
tatoes, sorghum, beet sugar, molasses, 
and other farm products from which al-
cohol can be distilled, with consequent 
direct benefi ts for the agricultural inter-
ests of the country.”

A biographical sketch of Peterbor-
ough native Prof. William H. Caldwell 
contains the story of how the American 
Guernsey Cattle Club (AGCC) came 
to be headquartered in that town. Or-
phaned before the age of two and raised 
by a maiden aunt, Caldwell distin-

allowed the cows “great freedom and 
comfort” without being tied. Not wide 
enough for an animal to turn around, 
the stalls prevented cattle from crowd-
ing or stepping on each other.

The herd was “under the inspec-
tion of a veterinarian at all times,” 
and “every means taken to secure the 
health, cleanliness, and comfort of the 
animals.” Careful records were kept of 
milk production and butterfat tests of 
each animal.

As farmers and gardeners fi nd their 
way through this particular spring, with 
early heavy rains followed by an early 
warming trend, I am reminded of anoth-
er excellent historic account of farming 
in New Hampshire. Jerold Brown based 
The Years of the Life of Samuel Lane, 
1718- 1806 (University Press of New 
England, 2000) on the detailed diaries 
and papers kept by Lane. Reading this 
story of a prosperous farmer and entre-
preneur in our home town of Stratham, 
I found Lane’s descriptions of farming 
and community life eerily familiar. We 
use different equipment now and no 
longer harvest saltmarsh hay, but the 
geography and soil conditions and the 
unpredictable weather that had to be 
coped with from season to season are 
recognizable to a 21st century seacoast 
farmer.

Reprinted with permission from the 
Weekly Market Bulletin of the New 
Hampshire Department of Agricul-
ture, Markets and Food. Subscrip-
tions are available for $22 per year 
for the e-mailed electronic edition or 
$28 per year for the mailed paper edi-
tion. NHDA Markets and Food, PO 
Box 2024, Concord 03302

chance to prove your photography 
skills to your friends and neighbors 
in Andover.

The Highland Lake Protective 
Association (HLPA) is sponsoring a 
contest of photographs of the High-
land Lake area within one mile of the 
lake’s edge. Judging will be for qual-
ity, content, and beauty. The winner 
will be announced at the HLPA An-
nual Meeting on July 24 at 10 AM at 
the East Andover Fire Station.

You’re on your honor to submit 
photos that are taken by you in the 
past 12 months and are of the High-
land Lake area, not other beautiful 
areas of New Hampshire, and cer-
tainly not of Vermont, Maine, or 
Massachusetts! Any “appropriate” 
images in black and white or color 
are acceptable. This is an amateur 
contest, so professional photogra-
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