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Long Tail Monkeys 
Plan A Busy Summer

By Victoria Shouldis
Concord Monitor staff
From the June 3 Concord Monitor

Some quick rock and roll fun facts. 
George Harrison joined The Beatles 
(then known as The Quarrymen) 
when he was 14. Michael Jack-
son began singing lead vo-
cals with his brothers, the 
Jackson 5, when he was 
8. Billie Joe Armstrong 
founded the band Sweet 
Children when he was 14, 
which evolved into a popular 
little act called Green Day.

Audiences may well be tempted to 
remember those numbers when watch-
ing Andover’s own Long Tail Monkeys, 
a four-member group currently rock-
ing the house in Andover but planning 
to conquer the world. As soon as their 
homework is done, anyway.

Long Tail Monkeys are also known 
as LTMS, which happens to be a cool 
acronym for members Logan Marcus, 
guitarist; Tyler Holman, organist; Max 
Barrett, drummer; and Sam Barrett, 
bassist and at 14, the old man of the 
group. The other three are 12. As sea-
soned rock veterans they don’t quite 
fully agree on their history: Max and 
Logan chatted on the school bus one day 
when they were 8 (or maybe 9) about 
how cool it would be to start a band. But 
unlike most kids, they started a band. 
When they were 8. (Or maybe 9.)

As in all bands, there were person-
nel changes along the way as the kids 
worked to balance the music, school-
work, sports, and the zillion other things 
that occupy you when you’re 8. Or 9. 
Sam, older brother of Max, was the last 
to sign on, and with that consistent line-
up, the Monkeys have been rocking and 
wowing. In fact, a sign made by a fan 
that says “Wow!” – with exclamation 
mark for emphasis – is on the wall of 
the garage in the Barrett house where 
the Monkeys rehearse.

As the guys offer a spot-on Led Zep-
pelin medley – a dash of Stairway to 
Heaven, a sprinkle of All of My Love, 

and a few other dashes to make a tasty 
Zeppelin meal, all four get the spot-
light for a minute or so. Logan coaxes 
a side of blues from his guitar; studi-
ous and soft-spoken Tyler does a long 

solo break, letting out just a bit of 
a smile, Sam plays a consum-

mate bass line with just a bit 
of rocker ‘tude; and Max 
thumps the joint with a 
drum solo.

The Long Tail Mon-
keys perform Monday at 

Merrimack Valley Middle 
School, and from there they’ve 

got a slew (a slew they’d be happy to add 
on to) of performances scheduled – but 
then again, summer is prime time for a 
working band. In addition to a couple of 
more school stops, LTMS will be at An-
dover’s Fourth of July celebration and 
Springfi eld’s Old Home Day July 10.

Max – the gregarious drummer who 
balances percussion and lead vocals 
better than Phil Collins – admits that he 
has been just a bit of a musical ham for 
as long as he can remember.

“When I was very young – I mean 3, 
4, I used to stand at the top of our stairs, 
all dressed up in a cowboy hat and cow-
boy boots, and I would sing stuff by 
Kenny Chesney,” he admits.

Keith Barrett – dad to a couple of the 
Monkeys and the de facto manager, life 
coach, and gentle taskmaster – hopes 
that this is the year the Monkeys fi nd 
themselves on a signifi cantly bigger 
stage. Opening for a big act at the Cap 
Center or Meadowbrook would work; 
a song or two before a hockey game 
down at Verizon would be more than 
okay, too.

All the kids manage to juggle the 
demands of the band with schoolwork 
and other commitments. Max, Logan, 
and Sam attend Andover Elementary 
/ Middle School, while Tyler attends 
Shaker Road. They play sports, they 
like going to the ocean and sleeping, 
and Logan spent part of last summer 
selling hostas.

(L-r) Sam, Logan, Max, and Tyler – the Long Tail Monkeys – played May 15 at 
Harold Martin School in Hopkinton for the Hopkinton Annual Fun Fair. 
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See LTMS  on page 43

Kearsarge Co-op press release
Join the Kearsarge Cooperative Gro-

cer as they celebrate their fi rst year in 
business. The Co-op will host a free 
barbecue on Thursday, July 22, from 6 
to 8 PM on the front lawn of their store 
on 52 Newport Road.

The birthday party will include 
free food and barbecue, local vendors, 
free drawings, giveaways, live music, 
kids’ activities, and, yes, a big birth-
day cake (courtesy of the Co-op’s 
award-winning Celery Stick Cafe). 
Several local vendors will be on hand 

to give away samples and talk about 
their products.

The Kearsarge Co-op offers a vari-
ety of products including natural, local, 
and organic foods, hormone- and anti-
biotic-free meat, natural eggs and dairy, 
allergen-free foods, seasonal produce, 
and health and beauty needs.

The Co-op’s birthday party is free 
and open to the public. Rain or shine. 
Bring your friends and family! No res-
ervations necessary – just drop by.

Visit KearsargeCoop.coop or call 
526-6650 to learn more.

Free BBQ To Celebrate 
Kearsarge Co-op’s First Year

More Sizzle!
What you need. How to do it.

Get more sizzle and enhance
your grilling experience with 

a Weber ® quality grill from 
Clarke’s Hardware. 

Let us show you how!
Fully Assembled • Propane Refill

Delivery Available
*See store for details 5 Year / 50,000 Burger Warranty

Questions to ask 
when shopping for a grill:

Can you assemble and deliver it?*

Will you explain how it works and 
answer my questions after I buy it?*

Will you stand behind it if it breaks?*
OUR ANSWERS:

YES, YES, and YES.
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New London • 526-2800  •   Open daily  
www.clarkeshardware.com

What you need...

NEW LONDON SEPTIC SERVICE  
We Go When You Can’t

Servicing the Lake Sunapee Region for over 25 years.

24 Hour Year Round Service
526-4163 • Toll Free 1-866-526-4163 • Fax 428-3015

NewLondonSeptic.com 

• Residential & Commercial Pumping
• Grease Traps
• Camera Leach Field Inspections  
• Pump Station Repairs 

• Thaw Frozen Lines
• Repair and Replacement  
• Fully licensed by State of NH & insured
• Certifi ed Septic System Evaluator

Proper maintenance is the key 
to the life of your septic system.  
Your tank should be pumped 
every 2-3 years.

Servicing all of your septic system needs.


