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month at Art Urie’s offi ce, as we look to 
the future. Democratic Representatives 
Deb Wheeler and Joy Tilton lost by 
barely 200 votes, and we know there’s 
interest and hope out there.

Many thanks go to the following 
for all of their help in the November 
elections: Bill Bardsley, Dean Barker, 
Robin Boynton, Steve Darling, Mary 
Hiller, Mario Ratzki, Art Urie, and 
again and especially to Bill Bardsley, 
who, for over 35 years, has worked tire-
lessly, persistently, and faithfully for the 
Democratic cause, and who is the best 
political mentor one could imagine.

Janet Moore

After working as a teacher at AE/
MS for more than seven years, I 

am fi nding out now that some things 
don’t matter.

It began last fall after the Town put 
pressure on the School Board to de-
crease the school budget. The School 
Board then asked the teachers to re-
negotiate teacher salaries for the 2010-
2011 school year. The teachers, aware 
that our salaries were within the bot-
tom 30% compared to teachers in other 
New Hampshire communities, refused. 
Without re-negotiations, we thought 
that our salaries and benefi ts would be 
safe – at least for another year. 

However, I found out that it didn’t 
matter that the teachers refused to re-
negotiate. The School Board reduced 
my position anyways to four days per 
week, which means that my salary de-
creased by $9,000, my healthcare costs 
increased by $3,000, and I no longer 
have any retirement benefi ts. 

If I had just received my degree today 
and started my teaching career at AE/
MS in the position that I accepted seven 
years ago as a full-time teacher, I’d re-
ceive more benefi ts and earn more mon-
ey than I do now. So after working for 
AE/MS for seven years as its only physi-
cal education teacher, it is as though I 
have never taught at AE/MS at all.

I have always been dedicated to my 
students. That doesn’t matter.

I am a department of one at AE/MS. 

the armed forces, but let’s not forget to 
thank those who serve and protect us 
every day and night right here in our 
own home town.

Sincerely,

Eric J. Therrien 
and family

Wonderful November, 2010.
• Special program at the 

Andover Lions Club meeting with Sue 
Christiansen and Joyce Egge as speak-
ers. The Lions committed to support 
the project to mail goody boxes to our 
service members in the war zone.

• Veterans Day celebration at the 
New Hampshire State Veterans Ceme-
tery in Boscawen. It is always an inspi-
rational ceremony. I make it a habit to 
attend on Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day. The many veterans organizations 
and active duty military display their 
talents to honor those who have passed 
before us. You can’t help but come away 
inspired but humble. 

Each year there is an elementary or 
middle school on the program with a 
group to sing or recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Normally it has been the 
Boscawen school. This year it was the 
Lakes Region Christian School that 
sang the national anthem and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. In addition they 

performed a medley of the songs of the 
various military branches, fi nishing with 
my favorite, the US Air Force song. 

If you haven’t been to the veterans 
cemetery, you should visit there in re-
spect to our fallen service members.

• Waiting For Superman, the movie. 
We visited the Red River Theatre, a 
beautiful and comfortable movie the-
atre in Concord to see the movie. It is a 
documentary with a setting in various 
schools that depict the many problems 
with our education system. It includes 
various alternative schools and charter 
schools that have made a big improve-
ment to the system. However, chil-
dren are on waiting lists to get into the 
schools, and it shows the heartbreaks of 
some students who are left out due to 
space. The movie identifi es the causes 
of the breakdown of our school system 
and some suggestions on correcting it. 
It is a movie well worth attending

• And of course, the 2010 election. 
The pendulum swung back to a rea-
sonable and responsible course, after 
having gone far left two years ago and 
things got out of hand. That is what is so 
great about this country – with correc-
tions every two to four years, it keeps 
the Ship of State on a reasonable course. 
God Bless the United States of America 
and the State of New Hampshire.

Bill Leber

The campaign for 2012 began No-
vember 2, after the last votes were 

counted. Although the town reversed 
itself from 2008 in the State House and 
Senate, we have every hope that two 
years of Republican government in New 
Hampshire and in Congress will provide 
the Democrats with suffi cient fodder to 
campaign successfully in 2012.

Governor John Lynch and State 
Senator Matt Houde remain in place, 
and for those results we, the Andover 
Democrats, are truly grateful, and it 
is Thanksgiving time, after all. So we 
give thanks for what we have and now 
must rally to push forward. 

Please come to our January meet-
ing, always the second Tuesday of the 

I am writing in thanks to the Andover 
and East Andover fi re departments 

and the Andover EMS team. 
On November 4 at 11 PM, I called 

911 after my woodstove hit 900 degrees 
and was still climbing, and there was a 
loud rumbling that sounded like a jet en-
gine in the chimney. The Andover fi rst 
responders arrived within 10 minutes 
and immediately got to work assess-
ing the situation and doing a thorough 
check of the chimney and surrounding 
areas. Moments later the East Andover 
fi refi ghters arrived as backup, along 
with the EMS team.

The fi refi ghters had their newest 
tool, a thermal imaging camera, which 
they used to check for hot spots in the 
chimney and surrounding walls. After 
seeing this camera in use, it is clear that 
this is an invaluable piece of equipment 
that will make our fi refi ghters even 
more profi cient and effective. Most 
impressive of all, however, was the ex-
tremely effi cient, professional, and car-
ing manner in which all the fi refi ghters 
handled the situation.

I extend my sincere gratitude to each 
and every one of the fi rst responders, 
fi refi ghters, and EMTs who were here 
to help on the night of November 4. I 
know we are always reminded to reach 
out and thank the people serving in 
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www. barbdunlap.com

43 Juniper Meadows
Danbury

Lots of privacy, but yet close
to Ragged Ski & Golf. A great
place to get away from it all.

$185,000

193 Ragged Mt. Rd.
Danbury

Beautifully renovated! 
Located only minutes from 
the Mountain. A must see!

$180,000

Barbara Dunlap – Realtor
780 Central Street
Franklin NH 03235Franklin, NH  03235
603-934-9282 ext. 7364
Direct: 603-568-2447
barb.dunlap@beangroup.com

Close to Ragged MountainClose to Ragged Mountain

NEW LONDON SEPTIC SERVICE  
We Go When You Can’t

Servicing the Lake Sunapee Region for over 25 years.

24 Hour Year Round Service
526-4163 • Toll Free 1-866-526-4163 • Fax 428-3015

NewLondonSeptic.com 

• Residential & Commercial Pumping
• Grease Traps
• Camera Leach Field Inspections  
• Pump Station Repairs 

• Thaw Frozen Lines
• Repair and Replacement  
• Fully licensed by State of NH & insured
• Certifi ed Septic System Evaluator

Proper maintenance is the key 
to the life of your septic system.  
Your tank should be pumped 
every 2-3 years.

Servicing all of your septic system needs.


