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Doug Gay (l) and Nick Theis work on fi nishing the newly-poured concrete 
slab for the multi-purpose building at Blackwater Park. Carroll Concrete 
supplied the concrete at a discount for this community project headed by 
the Andover Recreation Committee.  Photo: Charlie Darling

By Dennis Fenton
Andover Board of Selectmen (retired)

Dennis Fenton, a long-time mem-
ber of the Board of Selectmen, wrote 
these words in 2009 when he decided 
to retire from the Board. With his per-
mission, we’re re-running this to en-
courage people to consider becoming 
a candidate.

First, the fact that you are busy is 
not a legitimate excuse! Everyone can 
use that one, but it’s the town’s well-
being that is at stake, so we all have 
to fi nd time to do the things that are 
really important to us.

What background should you have? 
There’s no one right answer to that 
question. George Upton, for example, 
took an appointment to fi ll a vacancy 
on the Board of Selectman before the 
moving van was completely unloaded 
when he came to Andover. He went 
on to win re-election. George only 
had on-the-job training, which is the 
hard way. 

Other Board members have taken 
different paths, being on Town boards 
and committees to gain experience. 
All these folks had one thing in com-
mon as a part of the community – 
they wanted to give something back 
to Andover.
A Good Candidate

What makes a good candidate? The 
fi rst item on any candidate’s agenda 
should be what is good for the major-

ity. When a new problem arises, the 
solution is not the easy way out, but 
what serves our town the best. 

As a Selectman, you are one of three 
overseers whose job it is to manage 
the town’s resources and problems. 
When a vote is taken, be supportive 
even if you might like something a 
little different. 

Another very important function 
is the appointment of various Town 
committees; try to have diversity in 
philosophy with as many parts of 
town represented as possible.

To make the job less of a burden, 
we have a Town Administrator and a 
Secretary/Bookkeeper who look af-
ter the day-to-day operations. Hav-
ing those positions well fi lled should 
give any interested candidate reas-
surance that taking on this job is 
manageable.

Your main charge is to have need-
ed services provided to the town at 
a reasonable cost. An important tool 
available to you in pursuit of that goal 
is the Budget Committee. Their job 
is to review all budgets in town and 
present the budget to be voted on at 
Town Meeting, School District Meet-
ing, and the meetings of the various 
precincts. 

The Budget Committee takes the 
prejudice out of an individual bud-
get as they look at the big picture. It 
is important that we all, boards and 
citizens, listen very closely to the sto-
ry they tell each year as they attempt 
to keep our tax rate at a manageable 
level.
Share Your Talents

To all you good folks out there: You 
are not too busy to make a commit-
ment to share your many talents. Be-
ing a Selectman is not a thankless job. 
People appreciate your willingness to 
serve, and you will be surprised how 
many times you are told this. 

I don’t know who will sign up, but 
you are out there. This is for your 
town. It is all worthwhile. Good luck!

The fi ling dates for candidates to 
fi le with the Town Clerk are Wednes-
day, January 19, through Friday, Jan-
uary 28.  

Wanted: Candidates 
For Selectman

             HAPPY HAPPY 
HOLIDAYSHOLIDAYS
TO YOU!TO YOU!

LAND FOR SALELAND FOR SALE
West Shore DriveWest Shore Drive
5.9 acres • $75,0005.9 acres • $75,000

Jackie Adams, Jackie Adams, Broker-CBABroker-CBA
Certifi ed Buyer AgentCertifi ed Buyer Agent

PO Box 142 
East Andover NH 03231

735-5497
halcyonrealty@comcast.net

HALCYON REALTYHALCYON REALTY

TOWN of ANDOVER

Filing Period for
Andover Town & 

School District Offi cers

Jan 19 to Jan 28
File at Town Clerk’s offi ce

Mon & Wed, 9 - 2
Tue & Thur, 1:30 - 6:30

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

For more than 30 years, Tom
Gleason has been taking your

New Hampshire neighbors to some
of the world's most wonderful
places. Thousands have shared
Tom's vast knowledge, good will, and supreme
patience to return from their trips renewed of
hearts and minds. For many, a trip with Tom is a
once-in-a-lifetime indulgence; but for others, Tom
is an annual companion. This spring, Tom will take
another group to his very favorite place ... Ireland,
the home of his ancestors and the gentlest place on
earth. You can join him for eight days of enjoyment
and a lifetime of memories.

April 5–14, 2011

IRELAND
Celtic Delight

NOW TAKING NAMES TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE— 
CALL ONE OF TOM'S LEPRECHAUNS!

COMPASS TRAVEL
116 Newport Rd. • New London, NH 03257

603-526-9600 • Holly@compasstravel.net
www.compasstravel.net

Fuel Oils & Propane
*

Sales and Service
*

P.O. Box 496  
Henniker, N.H. 

428-3333

www.ayerandgoss.com

BOB’S SHOP
Aluminum Storm Windows

Replacement Windows
Storm Doors

Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Since 1954
Elkins • 526-6165 anytime


