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Sunday, August 21, 1949 found us rid-
ing up to Mount Hood with the Clarkes. 
We drove as far as the Timberline Lodge, 
then took the ski lift the rest of the way. 

Back at Portland, we went with 
the Clarkes to a picnic beside a lake 
whose name I did not record. We ate 
and watched fast boats hot-dogging on 
the large lake. We got back to Portland 
about 6 PM, where we were fed again 
and where we slept in our bags on their 
back yard again.

August 22 was almost a work day. 
Those good people let us use their ma-
chines, and we all did a lot of laundry. 
We had all been playing tennis in our 
work shoes, so our feet suffered, and by 
this day I could work without too much 
pain! After supper, we got in our wash 
and talked with our hosts until about 
eleven and then went to bed out back.

Tuesday, August 23, found us eating a 

large breakfast, packing up the Olds, and 
saying goodbye to the Clarkes around 8:45 
AM. At 11:06, we got our fi rst look at the 
Pacifi c. After driving a way, we found a 
place to park beside the ocean and ate our 
lunch there, then took our pants off and 
went wading in the water. Harold got wet 
so went in all the way! Later we saw the 
sea lions dive, which was quite a sight. 
We drove until about 8 PM, then pulled 
off the road and went to sleep.

ReminiscenceReminiscence

On the Road in 1949On the Road in 1949

Indians fi sh for salmon in the Colum-
bia River.

Hal and Skip get ready to spend a 
rainy night outside of Reno.

August 24 found us on the road at 
7:30 AM. Later, we found a place to 
park and had a lunch of blackberries 
which we had picked beside the road the 
night before. We crossed into California 
at 10:40 AM, where we were stopped 

and inspected for fresh fruit. Later we 
got a grease job on the car and then vis-
ited the Trees of Mystery. “Really worth 
seeing,” says my diary. 

We then headed for Trinidad, popu-
lation 95, where mail was waiting for 
us. Skip got some cookies, so we had 
them and milk for supper.

I was up at 5:45 AM on the 25th 
and wrote 15 post cards for family and 
friends back East. Later, we went back 
into town for breakfast and to check the 
mail again, where Harold found two let-
ters. We then drove a short distance un-
til we found a place where we could go 
for a swim, which we did, but found it 
so cold we could not stay in very long. 

Our next stop was Willow Creek, 
where we got gas and after much talk 
and discussion took in a fellow who rode 
to Redding after paying for our gas. We 
hit the sleeping bags about 8:15 PM.

Friday morning, August 26, found 
some guy going by in a truck yelling 
at us to get up! When we got around 
to it, we did. We arrived in Greenville 
around 11 AM, where we got cleaned 
up and had breakfast.

The next installment fi nds us hitting 
the hot spots in Reno, Nevada. 

By Pat Cutter
Andover Historical Society

Skiing for me never got past slipping 
my winter boots into the single leather 
straps on my wooden skis, schussing 
down the local hill, and then climbing 
back up for another run. My parents did 
not ski, and there was no facility close 
to where we lived. 

But in Andover in the 1940s and 
’50s, there were seven local hills with 
rope tows. Creating a ski area was fairly 
simple before things got fancy and ex-
pensive. You needed a hill – preferably 
north facing – an old truck, and a lot of 
rope. Attach the rope to the back wheel 
of the truck so the rope tow would move 
around, anchor it at the top and hang on.

There were seven such areas in 
Andover in the 1940s and ’50s, three on 
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Proctor Academy property. The largest 
was today’s Blackwater Ski Area off 
Lawrence Street, but there was also Silo 
Hill behind the fi eld house and South 
Slope behind the football fi eld. 

In West Andover there was skiing at 
the former Viking Inn on Depot Street; 
in Andover Center at Blake’s Hill; and 
behind the Andover School. These ski 
areas were just for fun, not for profi t, 
and there was no charge to ski.

Sunny Slopes off Sam Hill Road in 
East Andover was one of the largest and 
was run by the Franklin Outing Club. 
In 1939 it had a 1,000-foot tow with a 
slope almost half a mile long and a ver-
tical drop of 300 feet. By the 1940s it 
offered novice and intermediate skiing 
and a warming and observation hut. It 
closed sometime in the 1950s. 

MIDWEEK SPECIALSMIDWEEK SPECIALS
Save all season longSave all season long

SPECIAL DEALS
(Excludes Holidays - Some restrictions may apply)

Sunday-Friday “Family Values” – 
Purchase a full-price, all-day adult 
ticket and receive a child (ages 6-18) 
ticket free with online coupon. 
Visit mountsunapee.com/family

Magic Monday – It’s Magic at Mount 
Sunapee. Everyone can ski or ride all 
day for only $45.

Ladies’ Day Tuesday – Ladies 
ski or ride for $50 plus receive a 
complimentary lunch and half-price 
child care.

TwoFer (2-for-1) Wednesday – Bring 
a friend and two can ski or ride all day 
for only $66.

Free Lunch Thursday – Purchase a 
full-price, all-mountain all-day ticket 
and lunch is on us. 

Get all the details: 
mountsunapee.com/deals

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

Top prices paid for pre-1900 
household items including 
tables, cupboards, pottery, 

paintings, desks, chairs, 
cloth and paper items, quilts, 

dressers, etc.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

IN STOCK NOW, AND GOING FAST!IN STOCK NOW, AND GOING FAST!
Pick your piece and your color from our NEW

PAINTED PRIMITIVE PINE!
Visit our showroom & gift shop for lots of 

great bargains and special items.

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

Route 11 &   735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover  Open 7 Days

735-4488
Now in Potter Place


