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By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

Tim Norris has retired from 
coaching ski jumping for both 
Proctor and Andover Outing 
Club and has been honored with 
the John W. McCrillis Award 
by the Sunapee Area Ski Club.

Tim, who came to Proctor as 
a teacher in 1966, began coach-
ing ski jumping in 1976 when 
his son, Matthew, expressed 
interest in the sport. He estab-
lished Andover Outing Club 
to introduce younger kids to 
jumping and Nordic skiing, and 
soon gained the support of par-
ent volunteers who helped both 
with fundraising and the actual 
construction of jumps at Proc-
tor’s Blackwater Ski Area. 

Over the years, the Town of Andover 
became the center of ski jumping in 
the Northeast, as Tim attracted more 
– and better – athletes, including six 
who competed at the international and 
Olympic levels.

Tim received the John W. McCrillis 
Award (to an “unsung volunteer who 
advances the sport of skiing”) at a din-
ner celebration held at Mount Sunapee 
on March 19. Hundreds of ski enthusi-
asts, coaches, friends, and former jump-
ers from across New England enjoyed 
testimonials to this legendary coach. 

In a letter, former US Ski Team 
Olympian Jed Hinkley observed, “Dur-
ing the Nordic World Championships in 
2003, the Andover Outing Club was the 

best-represented organization on the 
US Ski Team: not Steamboat Springs, 
not Lake Placid, not Park City, but the 
little town of Andover, New Hamp-
shire. This is because of Tim.” 

Past Olympian Carl Van Loan writes, 
“The thousands of hours Tim spent car-
ing for and guiding young individuals 
– not only on the ski jump hill, but also 
in life – have been more valuable than 
words can express. It is not a coinci-
dence that four Olympians and six Na-
tional Team members came out of a tiny 
little place like Andover Outing Club. 
Tim has played an integral role in every 
one of our lives.”

Congratulations to Tim Norris on 
this award and for a career of accom-
plishment and inspiration! 

Tim Norris Retires After 
35 Years Of Coaching

On his fi nal day as coach, Tim Norris offers 
advice to Jake Hubbard.  Photo: Chuck Will

To Th e Slope Raker
A poem of Honor and Humility

By Laurie Zimmerman

Tonight I give thanks for the man
alongside the 38-meter jump my girl fl ies off 
in her red suit, tipped skis so high up she looks like
the blot of a cardinal spread-eagled in air, then descending,
precisely alighting on the once-ruff ed path the man has smoothed
with his rake, gently settling on her skis instead of bouncing toward the trees.

I breathe thanks for the man, bundled in down vest and hood, who
trundles out after each jumper to work without fanfare, so I
ring my cowbell for him and hope he can hear it. I wish
to say that though he never looks up, there’s moonlight
hung like silk over his January slope, another new
year begun in muted blue fi re. I give him
thanks for safe landings, for the way she
and I have just glided downhill.

We could rant and rave about 
Mount Sunapee . . . 

But we’ll just let our 
skiers & riders do it.

#1 for Grooming 
#2 for Snow Quality
Four years in a row!
 
Plus 10 other top 10 Eastern rankings.

 -2010 SKI Magazine Readers Survey-

2011-2012 Season Passes Now on 2011-2012 Season Passes Now on 
Sale through April 30th Sale through April 30th 

Purchase a Peak or Ultra pass and receive Purchase a Peak or Ultra pass and receive 
FREE companion lift tickets for the 2011-12 seasonFREE companion lift tickets for the 2011-12 season

mountsunapee.com/seasonpass

Andover’s Andover’s 
Friendly Friendly 
Place for Place for 

Great FoodGreat Food
Visit our other locations in 

Sunapee•Bradford•Woodstock 

Quechee•Windsor•Grantham
and at

394 Main St., New London 
526-9202

Learn to 
Play Guitar 

the Fun Way!
Easy to Understand, Low Cost 

Lessons for Beginners!Lessons for Beginners!

First Lesson is FREE!First Lesson is FREE!

Special Discounts forSpecial Discounts for
Serniors and Students.Serniors and Students.

Call for more info!Call for more info!

Ron TowleRon Towle
1 Rose Lane1 Rose Lane

W Franklin • 934-6485W Franklin • 934-6485
djrt04@myfairpoint.netdjrt04@myfairpoint.net

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9

B E ACO N  D E A D L I N E :  T H E  15 t h!
Please have your ad, article, photo, letter, etc. to the Beacon by the 15th of 

each month! Or at least let us know by then the date it’s coming.
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099


