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By Lee Carvalho
Beacon volunteer

Mud Pond, located on Proctor’s 
woodlands north of the campus, is a 
delightful place to spend an hour or so 
observing the natural world. On recent 
trips I’ve watched wood ducks nibbling 
their way along the pond’s edge, hooded 
mergansers diving for food, and yel-
low-rumped warblers fl itting through 
branches. 

In the woods, trailing arbutus has 
given way to Canadian mayfl owers, and 
tiny yellow violets bloom along trails. I 
was entertained the other day by an ot-
ter diving for fi sh – and then suddenly 
eating one before my eyes. 

It takes about 30 minutes to walk to 
Mud Pond from the campus; if you’d 
like to visit and need directions, just 
contact me at the e-mail address below.

Further up the side of Ragged 
Mountain, at the eastern end, is a cliff 
face known as The Bulkhead. Accord-
ing to Chris Martin of New Hampshire 
Audubon, the pair of peregrine falcons 
occupying the cliff is not incubat-
ing young. It is thrilling to see them; I 
was fascinated to spend a couple hours 
watching them perch, fl y, dive, harass 
the nearby ravens, and chase interlopers 
away from their territory. 

The Bulkhead was a regular nest-
ing place for peregrines before the DDT 
era, when they disappeared. Accord-
ing to Chris, “We fi rst began seeing 
peregrines here again in 2007, but the 
site has yet to produce young. The two 
birds seen here on May 10 this year are 
at least the third different female and at 
least the second different male occupy-
ing the site since 2007.” 

Although it is a challenging walk to 

get there, the talus slope at the bottom of 
the cliff is a perfect place to observe the 
birds. Again, contact me if you would 
like directions.

In her terrifi c book, Naturally Curi-
ous, Mary Holland claims that “June is 
a month of possibilities.” To appreciate 
those possibilities as they develop here 
in Andover, look and listen for:

White admirals, those dark butter-
fl ies with a white band across their 
wings, on roads or near mud
June bugs banging into your 
screens
Female snapping turtles looking for 
nesting sites in sand, light soil, or 
gravel
Indian cucumber roots, bunchberry 
fl owers, and lady’s slippers in the 
woods
Warblers returning from the Carib-
bean
The loose-banjo-string “plunk” 
of green frogs hoping to attract a 
mate
The hatching of loon eggs. Accord-
ing to Mary Holland, the downy 
chicks make their way to water 
within two hours and are able to 
swim immediately.

My idea is to collect observations of 
the natural world here in Andover from 
our community, collate them, and share 
the news with our Beacon readers. 
Where is the best heron rookery these 
days? Who knows which of our lakes 
and ponds have nesting loons? Where 
is a good place to see showy lady’s slip-
pers? Who has had an exciting encoun-
ter with a wild animal? 

Please send your stories and sugges-
tions to me at AndoverNaturally@Andover-
Beacon.com. 

Andover Naturally

The World From Mud Pond
BAC press release

The Town of Boscawen Agricultural 
Commission (BAC), The Merrimack 
County Extension Offi ce, and the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Services an-
nounce the next in their series of lectures.
How To Make Good Compost 

With Ann LaCroix, Master Garden-
er, on June 6

The fi rst portion of this workshop 
will be held at the Boscawen Town Of-
fi ce Meeting Room, 116 North Main 
Street, Boscawen, starting at 6 PM on 
Monday, June 6. For the fi rst part of 
the workshop Ann will show slides and 

teach us the principles and theory of La-
sagna Composting, using a pop bottle. 
We will then go up to the Community 
Garden at Woodbury Lane and Corn 
Hill Road for a “hands on” experience 
and a question-and-answer session.

Ann completed her Master Gardener 
training in the fall of 2010, and has the 
most recent knowledge about composting. 

While registration is not required, it 
helps ensure that we have enough free 
handouts for everyone. Please contact 
us at Agriculture03303@gmail.com, 796-
6241, Alan@TownOfBoscawen.org, or 
753-9188. 

Co-op Extension Workshops
Continue In Boscawen

June 4, National Trails Day rides: 
Myra shared the cycling details of the 
seven rides that will cover most of the 
46 Northern Rail Trail miles.

Fourth of July plans: Plans are in 
place for the Firecracker 5K on the Rail 
Trail, and we’ll host our table on the 
Village Green as well.

Recreational Trails Program grant 
plans: We have been awarded the grant for 
$30,000 for the next section of trail build-
ing. Big thanks to Nita for all her work.

Strategic planning: It was suggest-
ed that we hold separate meetings for 
strategic planning but not use a strategic 
planner. We will have a special meeting 
on Wednesday, September 28.

Letter to Concord Monitor about 
horses on Rail Trail. Hannah Howard 
of the Blackwater Trail Riders came to 
talk about horses and their riding on the 
trail. She read her letter to the Concord 
Monitor in response to the May 11 letter 
complaining about damage to the trail. 
She also shared an article on horse ma-
nure outlining its harmless qualities. 

Bill Egge spoke about two New 

Hampshire statutes (RSA 147:13 and 
163-b:13) about leaving horse manure in 
public locations. Bill had inspected and 
cleaned up the trail near Depot Street 
(where the author of the fi rst letter lives) 
and removed horse manure. He ob-
served very little trail damage. 

Bill also shared a document that the 
BTR uses entitled Minimize Your Impact 
on the Trail. He is willing to remove horse 
manure any time there is a problem. Craig 
Heim noted on May 2 that he noted horse 
hoof marks and suggested that horses 
only walk when the trail is soft. 

Alex requested that the BTR help to 
create signs to identify the new (softer) 
trail section from Potter Place to the 
Danbury highway shed with instruc-
tions on the best use for those condi-
tions. Hannah said the BTR are happy 
to do so. Alex will send Hannah the lan-
guage and in addition to the new sec-
tion, they will post the signs around the 
Mills Ford Bridge in Danbury.

Bob noted that a major Abenaki (Pe-
bonki) trail ran along the Northern Rail 
Trail, and this could be a historical as-
pect of the rail trail we can share in the 
future.  
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Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.
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New London, NH 03257

603-526-6253
www.springledgefarm.com

7 Main St.
Monday - Friday 9:00-6
Saturday 9:00-5:30
Sundays 9-4

Vegetable Transplants
Organic Fertilizer
Moss Hanging Baskets
Stocky Geraniums
Mixed planters
Unique Conifers
Hardy Perennials

Save the Date...
Saturday Sept. 10th -
Tomato Tasting Trial -
over 60 varieties!

Now carrying McNamara
Dairy in Glass Bottles &
Star Lake Farm Pasture

Raised Beef

The Friendly Barber Shop
NEW HOURS!

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri – 8:30 to 5:00
Saturday – 8:00 to 2:00 • Closed Tuesdays

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY – WALK-INS WELCOMED!
343 Central St, Franklin 934-7530  

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Harness & Tack Repair

Ariens Lawnmowers and Snowblowers
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407


