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By Lee Carvalho
Andover Naturally

Two hundred and fi fty million years 
ago – before dinosaurs and way before 
humans and fl owering plants existed – 
forests of primitive, spore-producing 
trees covered the Earth. That’s what 
we’re burning as coal today. Did they 
disappear? No, they just became a lot 
smaller. When you walk in the woods 
now you might fi nd yourself in the mod-
ern version of that carboniferous forest. 
The tiny trees covering the forest fl oor 
are called club-mosses. Their evergreen 
canopy comes up to about ankle height 
and the foliage adds some color to the 
otherwise dreary 
palette of Novem-
ber. More closely 
related to ferns 
than mosses, they 
are protected from 
herbivores by al-
kaloids that give 
them a bad taste. 
Club-mosses have 
been so popular in 
Christmas wreaths 
that their existence was threatened and 
several states have made it illegal to 
pick them. If you tap a club-moss when 
it’s ready you will release a cloud of 
tiny, yellowish spores. The dried spore 
of club-mosses, lycopodium, was once 
used as baby powder.

The full moon of November (No-
vember 10 this year) was known to 
early Native American tribes as the Full 
Beaver Moon because this was the time 
of year to set the beaver traps before the 
swamps and rivers froze. On Novem-
ber 8, an asteroid known as 2005 YU55 
will make a close approach to the Earth. 
The large space rock, about 1,300 feet 
in diameter, presents a rare chance for 
us to observe an asteroid. Asteroids this 
large only pass close to the Earth about 
every 30 years.

The arrival of November brings 
thoughts of snow. I wondered if any-
body in town keeps track of the date 
of the fi rst snowfall. In pursuit of that 
elusive data I have been delighted to 
meet and talk with a number of fasci-
nating neighbors. I began the search 
by tracking down the East Andover 
weather reporting station that shows 
up at our favorite online weather site: 
WUnderGround.com. Don and Faith 
Clendenen, who live in the old Thomp-
son farmhouse, are weather enthusiasts 
who invested in a Vantage Pro 2 data 
gathering device and installed it on a 
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November Brings Thoughts of Snow
fence post. The solar panel powered 
instrument has a wireless connection 
to their computer which uploads data 
automatically every fi ve minutes to the 
Web site. Thanks to Don and Faith you 
can access current, weekly, or monthly 
data including temperature, precipita-
tion, and barometric pressure. They 
even have a camera pointed east toward 
Highland Lake so if you are far from 
home you can see a live image showing 
exactly what the day looks like in East 
Andover. No luck with the date of the 
fi rst snowfall, though.

Since I was on Maple Street, I de-
cided to ask their neighbor Peter Zak 

if he had any data 
for me. As an ap-
ple farmer, Peter 
needs to pay atten-
tion to the weather, 
so it’s no surprise 
that he keeps a 
daily log. He let 
me look through 
his books for 2005 
to 2010. Accord-
ing to his notes the 

earliest fi rst snowfall in that period was 
November 17 and the latest was De-
cember 28.

The Clendenens had suggested I 
contact Lloyd Perreault, knowing of his 
interest in the weather. Turns out Lloyd 
wasn’t able to answer my question about 
the fi rst snowfall dates, but he does 
know the cumulative amount of snow 
we’ve received for recent years. He mea-
sures the depth at the same place in his 
driveway after each snowfall, jots that 
down, and then records the sum. For the 
last four winters the amounts have been 
117.24″, 80.5″, 52.5″, and 91.5″.

Here’s a challenge to the reader. 
Given what I’ve learned so far about 
snowfall in Andover, what’s your best 
guess for the following two questions: 
(1) What will be the date of the fi rst 
measurable snowfall in Andover (as-
suming it hasn’t happened by now!)? 
and (2) What will be the total accumu-
lation in Lloyd Perreault’s driveway for 
winter 2011 to 2012? Send an e-mail 
that includes your name and your guess 
for either or both questions. Fame and a 
fabulous prize await the best guess for 
each question.

Please remember to let me know if 
you have any interesting observations 
or encounters with the natural world so 
I can include them in the next article.

 Email: AndoverNaturally@gmail.com.
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