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By Tim Jones
EasternSlopes.com

It was supposed to be an absolutely 
beautiful day – low humidity, not too 
hot, light wind, the kind of day that 
almost makes summer seem okay. 
So we didn’t want to miss getting 
outdoors and enjoying it. But, we had 
family coming to visit: my sweetheart 
Marilyn’s cousin Selena and her 
husband Rick. Of course we wanted to 
have time for them, but we also wanted 
to get outside and have fun. Could we 
do both? Of course!

We fi rst asked them if they’d be 
interested in doing something together 
and suggested a short hike up a small 
mountain, a rail-trail bike ride, easy 
kayaking, or Stand-Up Paddleboarding 
(SUP) as options. They jumped on the 
kayaking idea. Okay! But I own only 
three kayaks. (I know, pathetic, isn’t it?)

Fortunately, there are two businesses 
that offer kayak rentals and tours within 
a few miles of my home. I’ll bet there’s 
one near you. Kate Goodin, a writer 
for EasternSlopes.com, had often told 
me about the tours she guided on the 
Blackwater River in Andover for Kayak 
Country (KayakCountry.com). Kate’s now 
too busy with 3-year old Max (who just 
got his very own Jackson Fun 1 kayak) 
to guide any more. But the tour is still 
offered on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays – three hours including boat, 
paddles, PFDs, and instruction for $49 
per person. Sign us up!

We met Kayak Country owner John 
Schlosser in Andover and followed him 
to the river. He had fi ve kayaks and a 
couple of paddleboards on his truck in 
case we wanted to try SUP. Once we 
were on the water, John made sure we 
all knew the basics of how to propel and 
guide our boats.

To begin our adventure, the fi ve of 
us paddled upstream to a spot John 
calls “The Riviera,” which provides a 
deep hole for a swim and sandy beach 
for a picnic lunch. We were on a tight 
schedule and elected to just head out 

Sit Back And Relax On A Sit Back And Relax On A 
Blackwater PaddleBlackwater Paddle

paddling, though it would have been a 
perfect day for a swim in the cool, clear 
waters of the mis-named Blackwater.

From the Riviera, we paddled down 
the gently fl owing river through twists 
and turns, past fallen logs and high, 
tree-covered banks. Most of the trees 
were maples, and all had their roots 
in the river so drought wouldn’t affect 
them. There are going to be some 
spectacular colors here come foliage 
season (starting later this month when 
the fi rst swamp maples catch fi re)!

John paddled alongside and pointed 
out natural features, plants, and wildlife, 
including herons and kingsfi shers, as 
we went. But mostly we just paddled 
along in silence or in quiet conversation 
under blue skies dotted with fl uffy 
white clouds.

The water was about as low as it ever 
gets, and some beavers were taking 
advantage, trying to lay the foundation 
for a dam that would hold against 
higher water (not likely, but they can 

Paddlers follow guide John Schlosser of Kayak Country on the gentle 
Blackwater River in Andover. Imagine this scene in foliage season with all 
those maples afl ame!  Photo: Tim Jones 

See Kayak  on page 31

The Phelps/Pellegrino family proudly show off their blue ribbons at last year’s 
bed race.

Press release
Blazing Star Grange #71 in Danbury 

will host its 98th annual Grange 
and Community Fair on Saturday, 
September 8. Each year, folks come 
from far and near to greet each other 

and catch up on news.
“Heroes and Superheroes” is the 

theme of this year’s parade that will 
begin at 11 AM at Restful Road on 

Danbury Grange and
Community Fair: September 8

Route 104, ending at the Grange Hall 
on North Road. Parade line-up will 
begin at 10 AM, and judging of entrants 
will take place before the parade 
commences.

You do not have to give prior notice to 
enter a fl oat or be in the parade. 
Just show up that day with a 
unique interpretation of your 
favorite hero. Bicycles, tractors, 
old cars, and pedestrians are all 
welcome.

Rumor has it that the Hippie 
Hill gang, many of whom are 
war veterans, will be recreating 
their supporting roles in 
Lindsey Shusts’s recent video 
that she released this summer. 
What better heroes to celebrate 
than those who fought for our 
country!

Starting at 7:30 AM, a 
delicious pancake breakfast will be 
served at the Danbury Elementary 
School, hosted by the PTO.

Alan Brownell of Danbury and Sue Wiggin 
Currier, brought up in Danbury and now an 
Andover resident, catch up at last year’s 
Grange fair.

See Fair  on page 31

•  Home Cleanouts
•  Remodels
•  Demolitions

•  Clutter Removal
•  Roofing
•  Yard Waste & Much Mor

 Dumpster D epot. c om Dumpster D epot. c om

Toll Free 1-866-56-DEPOT
SERVING THE GREATER CAPITAL AREA,

LACONIA AND THE LAKES REGION

 As Always, We Provide Great Service At “Your” Convenience, Not Ours! As Always, We Provide Great Service At “Your” Convenience, Not Ours!

 EASY   AND EASY   AND

 AFFORDABLE
 AFFORDABLE

CALL THE 
EXPERTS!

NO 
HIDDEN FEES

NO 
FUEL SURCHARGES

NO 
TRICKY LONG-TERM

CONTRACTS 

TO SIGN

 Dumpsters starting at  $ 295
 $ 295
 $ 295


