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articles and photos in the Beacon every 
month; we’ve added color photos on 
four pages (and sometimes eight) every 
month; and we’ve re-launched Andover-
Beacon.com as a comprehensive, timely 
news Web site for the community.

Especially in tough times like these, 
it’s vital that the Beacon has solid support 

from the community. The 
Beacon is a 501(c)(3) public 
charitable trust, so deduc-
tions are tax deductible to 
the extent allowed by law.

To make it easy for you, 
we’ve included a “round 
tuit” envelope in the Febru-
ary issue of the Beacon, or 

you can use the coupon on page 4. If do-
nating online is more convenient for you, 
then click on any of the “Donate” but-
tons on the site. Or you can use one of 
the “Subscribe” buttons to order out-of-
town or gift subscriptions to the Beacon 
for yourself or a family member or friend 
($25 minimum donation, please). Be sure 
to give us the appropriate names and ad-
dresses in the “special instructions” box.

Please “get a round tuit” and support 
the Beacon today! 

covered by the approximately 120 ad-
vertisers you see in the Beacon every 
month. (Please, never miss a chance to 
thank an advertiser – there’s no way 
you could have the Beacon and Ando-
verBeacon.com without them!)

That leaves about a third 
of our annual budget that has 
to come from somewhere 
other than ads. Some comes 
from out-of-town subscrib-
ers and gift subscriptions, 
but most of it has to come 
as voluntary donations from 
the residents of Andover.
Only 186 Families Donated In 2012

Sadly, voluntary support from the 
Andover community has declined sig-
nifi cantly over the past several years. 
Comparing 2008 to 2012, total dona-
tions are down 22%, and the number of 
families donating is down 33% – only 
186 of the 1,100 Andover families who 
receive the Beacon at no charge every 
month made a donation last year.

In that same four-year time span, 
we’ve greatly expanded the number of 
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Secretary/Clerk, requiring applicants 
to possess strong computer skills and 
experience with QuickBooks. The 
Town hired Lois Magenau to fi ll the 
position.

Several years ago, the Town Offi ce 
identifi ed the need for a bookkeeper 
due to increasing volume and com-
plexity of transactions and reporting 
requirements. After aiding with the up-
grade of the Town’s accounting system 
in QuickBooks, Tatjana Donovan has 
been hired for the part-time position.
Technology Changes

A new line item in the Town budget 
has been created for technology chang-
es. The Town Offi ces are now using 

Changes  from page 1 Mainstay Technologies for service and 
support. Acting as the Town’s computer 
department and using remote access to 
save on travel time, the company aids 
in computer maintenance, upgrades, 
installation, use of new software, and 
any other support required by the Town 
Offi ce. Plans are also afoot to create a 
Town of Andover Web site, with some 
assistance available in our contract with 
Mainstay.

The new budget line item also in-
cludes funds to purchase a new ac-
counting software package specifi cally 
designed for small municipalities. The 
new software will serve the needs of the 
Town Offi ce better and more effi cient-
ly than a general-purpose accounting 
package like QuickBooks can. 

mated increase in the tax rate by $0.46.
Andover Fire Departments

The 2013 budget recommendation 
for the Andover Fire District is $67,362, 
and for the East Andover Fire Precinct 
is $53,312, for a total of $120,674. This 
is slightly less than the total 2012 ap-
propriation of $123,119 for the two fi re 
departments.
Estimated Tax Rates

Prediction of the impact that these 
recommended budget increases will 
have on the property tax rate for 2013 
requires estimates of the other rev-
enues that reduce the tax burden. It 

Budgets  from page 3 appears now that these revenues will 
be signifi cantly less in 2013 than they 
were in 2012.

In particular, there is no unexpended 
surplus available from the 2012 school 
appropriation, whereas last year there 
was $164,687 to offset taxes.

Based on reasonable estimates of 
other revenues, the total Andover tax 
rate for 2013 is predicted to increase by 
about 9.0%. The tax bill for a property 
in the East Andover fi re district val-
ued at $200,000 will be approximately 
$4,008, up $332 from the $3,676 of 
2012. Similar amounts are estimated for 
a property in the Andover fi re district.

 

You can now donate 
or subscribe at 
AndoverBeacon.com!

Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

Our Purpose: 
…to worship and to create a welcoming and nurturing community, 
…to support and care for one another, 
…to explore, reflect, and grow spiritually, 
…to understand our differences, 
…to feel safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values, 
…to support collective service to the larger community and to 
     celebrate together our traditions and our lives with all their 
     sorrows and joys. 
 
WE THINK YOU SHOULD GET TO KNOW US. 

Come and join us on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM At the Stone Chapel,  
Proctor Academy, Andover, NH.  Directions are on our website. 

For information, contact 
The Rev. Bill Nelson at 
802 384-5002 (cell). 

Our website is 
www.kuufnh.org 

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation


