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March weather tough
to predict
By Rene Lefebvre, 
Chief, Andover Fire Department

March is the month of town meet-
ings, where the amount of our next 
tax bill is decided, and it is the season 
of mud. Makes you wonder if there is 
some poetic relationship lurking there 
somewhere.

March is also the season of melting 
snow and excess ground water. Along 
with the spring rain, are fl ooded base-
ments far behind?

While a fl ooded cellar is not a life-
threatening emergency, it can weaken a 
foundation and, at best, become a real 
pain to deal with. If you have had fl ood-
ing in the past, it’s time to dig out the 
sump pumps to clean and test them. A 
sump pump is not much more than an 
impeller, a motor, and a switch. Each is 
prone to corrosion and will fail from sit-
ting over the dry season.

To test, simply place the pump in a 
fi ve gallon bucket of clean water, and 
turn it on. If the pump drains the wa-
ter in a few seconds, you are all set. 
Otherwise, repairs or a pump replace-
ment are required. A word of caution 
when you test your pump: Be sure to 
connect the discharge hose, and point 
it away from yourself. Otherwise “wet 
and wild” will explain your situation 
and your mood.

A new pump sitting on your shelf 
at home is very inexpensive insurance 
against the frustration of a fl ooded 
basement. We keep sump pumps in 
both stations, should you fi nd yourself 
in trouble.

March weather is tough to predict. 
We could be buried in snow, or mud, 

or enjoying an early, warm spring. 
Considering that the weather seems to 
be doing strange things, we need to be 
vigilant.

High snow amounts can build up 
around vents and cause unsafe condi-
tions in our homes. Simply take a walk 
around your home, inspecting each 
vent for visibility. If you can’t see the 
vent, then the fumes may have trouble 
blowing through the snow. This is es-
pecially true for clothes dryers and gas 
heaters.

The new pellet stoves have a more 
complex vent system. Fresh air is drawn 
in the outside tube, and fumes are vent-
ed out the center tube. They are usu-
ally mounted up several feet high and 
should be safely above normal snow 
levels. However, drifting snow should 
be checked. If you are unable to check 
your vents, please call us, and we will 
do an inspection.
Fire Departments Merged

I wanted to give a full report on the 
status of the fi re departments’ merg-
er, but there is very little to report on 
that front. We are operating day-to-
day, handling emergencies and minor 
calls as they occur. Meetings are about 
training and the business of our fi re 
department. In short, we are operating 
as you would want your fi re depart-
ment to.

We did not expect that there would 
be major issues, but even dealing with 
the minor ones has been routine. We are 
truly lucky to have department mem-
bers focused on the needs of our com-
munity and the support of the town we 
serve.

See you at the School District Meet-
ing on Monday, March 4, and at Town 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 12. 

Fourth of July Committ ee Starts 
New Celebration Plans 

By Judy Perreault, 
Fourth of July Committee

The Andover Fourth of July and 
Events Committee is making plans for 
the 71st annual Fourth of July celebra-
tion. The Quahog Fife and Drum band 
will be returning this year. We missed 
their appearance last year. Their period 
costumes and music add a very patri-
otic feeling to our parade.

We are pleased that the New Hamp-
shire Pipe and Drum Band will also be 
marching in the parade. Their plaids, 
pipes, and drums add that Scottish fl air. 
They will also be performing on the 
green after the parade. The Kearsage 
Community Band will once again en-
tertain us in the morning on the Village 
Green.

We expect all the usual activities to 
take place on the Village Green, as well 
as the fl ea market, the Andover Lion’s 
Club breakfast, and the Firecracker 
5K footrace. We are working to bring 
all our old favorites like the Andover 
Lions’ stagecoach, Leapin’ Lena, Cap-
tain Morrill, and the Bektash band to 
Andover on the Fourth.

We are hopeful that the Air National 

Guard Band of the Northeast will be 
able to appear this year. We are still in 
the negotiation process.

We should have decided on the 
theme by the next issue of the Bea-
con, so folks who wish to enter a fl oat 
can make plans. Remember, there are 
money prizes for various entries in the 
parade.

For insurance purposes, the Fourth 
of July Committee has been appointed 
as an advisory committee to the Town 
of Andover. We have been working for 
several months to work out the details. 
Our operations will remain much the 
same, except for certain functions. We 
will not be a line item in the Town bud-
get, so we will still be looking for dona-
tions to support this event.

Insurance requirements have also in-
creased. Now all vehicles in the parade 
will have to provide proof of insurance. 
As most people have it, all it requires is 
a little advance planning. We hope this 
will not deter entries to the parade.

We as a committee are working very 
hard to keep the Andover Fourth of July 
Celebration, that was started so many 
years ago, a yearly event. 

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

Andover
$269,900

4 bedrooms • 3 baths • Offi ce
Basement game room, plus big living 

room and dining room.
2 car attached garage plus heated 
1-car basement garage/workshop

Ready for a new family!

Room For The Family

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
24-HOUR EMERGENCY COVERAGE

Mona Stedman, D.V.M.
Liz Brunst, B.V.Sc.
Elkins, New Hampshire • 603 526-6976

Too Good To Throw Away? 
ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!


