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Bryant Adams repairing the old pumping station on Maple Street. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling

Bryant Adams Fixes Up 
the Old Pumping Station 

First real fi x-up 
in 70 years
By Charlie Darling, Beacon staff

Bryant Adams has been repair-
ing the old pumping station on Maple 
Street, which had fallen into disrepair 
over the years. According to Bryant, 
the small brick building hadn’t had any 
signifi cant work done on it since it was 
built in 1942 or ’43. Mead and Braley 
installed a standing seam roof, but the 
rest – fascia boards, custom trim, new 
returns, and a new door – has been all 
of Bryant’s work.

Although the building is now just 
used for storage, it once housed an im-
portant piece of railroad equipment – 
an electric pump to recharge the water 
tank at the East Andover railroad sta-
tion. The water was vital for fi lling the 
steam locomotives that ran along the 
old Northern Railroad line.

For years before the pumping station 
was built, Bryant managed the fi lling 
of the water tank using a fl ume, a wa-
ter wheel, and a hydraulic ram in the 
old Busiel Hosiery Mill, just below the 
Highland Lake dam.

But during World War II, freight traf-
fi c through Andover increased greatly, 
with some trains pulled by three loco-
motives. Trying to meet the greatly in-
creased demand for water, the hydraulic 
ram system began pulling more water 
than Highland Lake could reasonably 
supply, so the railroad built the pump-
ing station on Maple Street and fi tted it 
with an effi cient electric pump.

At least that’s the way Bryant re-
members it. Ralph Chaffee, writing in 
the April 26, 1962 Franklin Journal-
Transcript, gives a slightly different 
(and more colorful) version of the origin 
of the pumping station and the switch to 
electric:

Originally, the water tower at East 
Andover, he writes, “was fi lled by a hy-
draulic ram operated by a water wheel 
in the basement of the Busiel Hosiery 
Mill. The railroad paid $10 per month 
for this service, at least in the 1930s. 
The town became obliged to take over 

this property for taxes, and when re-
pairs became necessary to the fl ume 
carrying water to the wheel, the select-
men suggested that the railroad pay an 
additional $2.50 per month, or $25 a 
year to help defray the cost. The Divi-
sion Superintendent Arthur Perkins re-
fused, on the grounds that the railroad 
couldn’t afford it, and that anyhow the 
water tower at Halcyon wasn’t needed, 
as there was another at Franklin and 
one at Potter Place. 

“The selectmen then served notice 
that after a certain date the town was 
all done supplying the tower, and the 
Boston and Maine could do whatever 
it saw fi t. Then it suddenly developed, 
too late, that that tower was very nec-
essary indeed, since a long northbound 
freight could not stop for water at ei-
ther Franklin or Potter Place and get 
started again on the long grades. Ne-
gotiations began in earnest, ending in 
the erection by the railroad of a brisk 
pumping station at the outlet of High-
land Lake with a new large pipe line, 
deeply buried below frost, extending 
to the tower, all at an outlay of perhaps 
$7,000 or $8,000 to save the payment 
of a paltry $25 a year.

“And when the new automatic pump 
was put in operation it refused to ‘au-
tomat’ properly, and the electric bill for 
the fi rst month was over $60. While all 
this was going on the Boston and Maine 
was already in the process of changing 
to diesel power, and the new system 
was in use only a short time before be-
ing unneeded and abandoned. The town 
purchased the new pumping station for 
one dollar.

“Eliminating the old water wheel 
pump was a boon on the town, as it 
probably drained one hundred gallons 
of water from Highland Lake to put one 
gallon in the water tower. The advan-
tage of helping to maintain a constant 
summer lake level far outweighed the 
loss of a few dollars extra revenue.

“After a few such experiences with 
railroad management one is less in-
clined to wonder at the railroad’s pres-
ent fi nancial distress.” 
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