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Flares, Solar Lights 
Around Highland Lake

By Donna Baker-Hartwell
For many years, the Highland Lake 

Protection Association (HLPA) has sold 
fl ares for the Fourth of July weekend 
“Flare Show.” It has been an important 
annual fundraiser, selling approximate-
ly 100 fl ares.

Last year, a handful of HLPA mem-
bers hired ChemServe, an environmen-
tal analyst recommended by the state, to 
analyze the ash created from the fl ares.

The report showed that one fl are pro-
duces 1.1 pound of ash and 400 mg/Kg 
of perchlorate. Perchlorate is both a nat-
urally occurring and man-made chemi-
cal that is used to produce rocket fuel, 
fi reworks, fl ares, and explosives. Per-
chlorate can also be present in bleach 
and in some fertilizers.

Scientifi c research indicates that this 
chemical can disrupt the thyroid’s abili-
ty to produce hormones needed for nor-
mal growth and development. The ash 
from a single fl are would contaminate 
50 gallons of water above the drinking 
quality limit. There are other notable 
pollutants added to our lake from each 
fl are, including chromium, copper, 
zinc, nickel, and phosphorous.

Due to the volume of water in High-
land Lake, the pollutants added by the 
fl ares from this fundraiser will not create 
a sudden or severe impact. But we know 
that the ash from the fl ares is not inert. I 
believe this information is important to 
have in order for each of us to make choic-
es as to how we chose to treat the lake.

The HLPA voted last year to contin-

ue the fl are program. They also voted to 
offer solar lawn lights as an alternative 
fundraiser. The mini solar light will not 
substitute the bright 20 minute blaze of 
a fl are, however, the solar light is great 
for marking docks, walkways, etc. and 
will last all summer! I’ve had my solar 
lawn lights for several years, storing 
them inside in the winter. The solar 
lights will sell for the same price as the 
traditional fl are.

It is important when burning the tra-
ditional fl ares to surround the fl are with 
something, like aluminum foil at a ra-
dius of at least 16 inches. This will help 
in collecting the ash. When cool, it can 
be placed in the household trash. If not 
collected, the ash dissolves quickly into 
the soil and water. 

1.1 pounds of ash from one Orion fl are. It should be noted that an 8″ pie 
plate will not cover the ash spray well enough to assure that all of the ash is 
contained. I used three 16-inch pizza tins around the fl are to catch this.
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Get a slice of pie, help 
the scholarship fund
By Mary Ofenloch, ASC president

Once again on the Fourth of July, the 
Andover Service Club (ASC) will be 
selling "Slices for Scholarships." The 
ladies of ASC bake assorted pies to be 
sold by the slice, proceeds of which are 
earmarked for the ASC Merit Scholar-

ship Fund. 
The ladies of ASC are known in 

Andover and the surrounding commu-
nities for baking the best pies and baked 
goods to be sold throughout the year. 
Look for the ASC table on the Village 
Green, where the ladies will be happy 
to serve you.

For a list of this year's scholarship 
awards, see page 27. 

“Slices for Scholarships” 
on the Village Green

Thank You,Thank You, 
Andover Fourth of July
Committee and all the 
citizens, businesses,
and organizations

who support

Andover's FourthAndover's Fourth
of July Celebration.of July Celebration.

You give us so much 
to be proud of!


