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Construction continues in August on the big culvert project to the east of 
Andover Village (pictured here) and on the big bridge project to the west, in 
Cilleyville.  Photo: Charlie Darling

To the 203 Andover residents who have 
sent checks this year to support the Beacon in 
2013: Thank you! Every check, no matter how 
large or small, is a big help and an important 
sign that the community values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive 
every issue of the Beacon at no charge through-
out the year. If you’re one of the households that 
haven’t made a voluntary donation yet, please use 
the form on page 4 or go to AndoverBeacon.com 
and “get a round tuit” right away. Thanks! 

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2013!

What is Special Education?
The fi rst in a series for 
Andover taxpayers
By Aaron Hodge
Colby-Sawyer ’14 and Beacon intern

This is the fi rst article in a planned se-
ries about Special Education. This article 
tackles one relatively narrow question: in 
general, what is Special Education?

In future articles we plan to look at 
other important, specifi c questions like: 
How and why do we budget for and pay 
for Special Education in Andover? How 
do we manage and deliver Special Edu-
cation in Andover? Does Special Edu-
cation benefi t the Andover community?

If you've had any experience with the 
Special Education system in any way and 
would like to share your experience (with 
your name withheld from publication, if 
you prefer), please contact the Beacon. 
We especially need your help answering 
the question: Does Special Education 
benefi t the Andover community?
What is Special Education?

Each student has his or her own in-
dividual personality and learning style. 
Some children's differences are signifi -
cant enough that the regular school en-
vironment (often referred to as General 
Education) can't adequately address 
their educational needs. These differ-
ences can be physical, emotional, intel-
lectual or cognitive, social, behavioral, 
or a combination of any of these.

In passing the Individuals with Dis-

abilities Education Act (IDEA), the na-
tion's Special Education law enacted 
in 1975 and revised many times since, 
Congress recognized that students' dif-
ferences "in no way [diminish] the right 
of individuals to participate in or con-
tribute to society. Improving education-
al results for children with disabilities 
is an essential element of our national 
policy of ensuring equality of opportu-
nity, full participation, independent liv-
ing, and economic self-suffi ciency for 
individuals with disabilities."

The IDEA mandates that the special 
educational needs of students with dif-
ferences be addressed beginning at age 
three, and that those needs continue to 
be addressed until the child is 21 years 
of age. The goal of the IDEA is to pre-
pare children with special needs to lead 
independent and productive lives.
Involving Parents

Parents are deeply involved with their 
child's Special Education. They meet 
with local school district Special Edu-
cation professionals to develop an In-
dividualized Education Program (IEP) 
in order to provide the student with an 
education that both meets the student's 
special needs and does so in the Least 
Restrictive Environment (LRE) that is 
suitable to their development.

Of course, a student's special edu-
cation needs often change over time, 
so a big part of what Andover School 
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• Personal Injury
• Civil Litigation
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• Workers Compensation
• Divorce
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• Commercial Litigation
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• Site Work
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Residential & Commercial Electrical Services
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