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 Andover Can Do 
Its Part for the Bees 

From keeping bees to 
simply planting fl owers
By Lee Carvalho, Beacon volunteer

Consider the plight of the 
bee. Back in 1945 there were ap-
proximately 4.5 million hives of 
honey bees in the United States. 
By 2007 that number had dwin-
dled to 2 million. More than 
one-third of the world’s crop 
production depends on bee pol-
lination. At a time when grow-
ing populations require ever 
more food we are experiencing 
a decline in our most important 
pollinator. These little fl ower 
feeders get all the protein they 
need from pollen and all the carbohy-
drates they need from nectar. All they 
require are fl owers. So what’s going 
wrong and why?

Seven years ago newspapers began 
reporting about colony collapse dis-
order (CDD), a mysterious condition 
evidenced by massive hive losses of 

up to 90 percent. Worker bees simply 
fl ew away and did not return. Keepers 
found empty boxes with no corpses to 
help solve the mystery. In her fascinat-
ing TED talk (watch it at TinyURL.com/
Beacon-Bees), Marie Spivak, Profes-
sor of Entomology at the University 
of Minnesota, provides helpful insight 
into the problem. Threats to bees come 
from a variety of factors all of which 
are interrelated: diseases and parasites, 
pesticides, monoculture, fl owerless 
landscapes, and dysfunctional food 
systems.

Prof. Spivak mentions two simple ac-
tions we can all take to help. First, plant 
bee-friendly fl owers in our yards and 
promote efforts to turn roadsides into 
meadows. No yard? Try some potted 
plants by the door. Second, do not con-
taminate those fl owers with pesticides. 
If you must use them, read the label 
and be aware of the active ingredients. 
Vegetable gardeners might consider ro-

tating crops to provide fl owering cover 
crops to feed the bees while enriching 
the soil. Butterfl ies will be just as grate-
ful as the bees.

Keeping Bees in Andover
If you decide you are ready to keep 

honeybees you are in luck because 
Andover has lots of beekeepers with 
plenty of experience. Among them is 
master beekeeper Richard Brewster of 
Potter Place, who is generous with his 
time, expertise and advice. He can help 

you restore old hives, order bee 
packages and queens and show 
you how to protect the hives 
from bears. Peter Zak and Mary 
Lloyd-Evans in East Andover 
keep bees to pollinate their fruits 
and to harvest the honey. They 
welcome your visit to see their 
hives while shopping for apples, 
preserves, and honey.

Zac Lamas of Raccoon Hill 
is currently raising queen bees 
in attempt to improve the stock 
and, at the same time, reduce 
the number of varroa mites 
by breaking up their breed-
ing cycle. You can purchase 
queens and nucleus colonies 
(nucs) from him in the spring. 
The Kearsage Beekeepers’ As-
sociation has several meetings 
each year, a regular publication, 
and a Web site with lots of help-

ful contacts, blogs, and information at 
KBAnh.wordpress.com.

Perhaps keeping a hive is too intimi-
dating. In that case you may be interest-
ed in attracting mason bees, named for 
their habit of building nests with globs 
of mud. These solitary bees are gentle 
creatures and great pollinators; one ma-
son bee does the same pollinating work 
at one hundred honeybees. Mason bees 
have no queen to protect, so they are not 
aggressive and they have no stingers. 
They do not live in honey-fi lled hives, 
so there’s no need to use electric fenc-
ing. Providing for and observing these 
bees is a fun family project. Nesting 
material can be drilled blocks or home-
made paper tubes. Everything you need 
to know to attract and keep these bees 
can be found online; one helpful site is 
at TinyURL.com/Beacon-Mason-Bees.

Please remember to send your ques-
tions, photos, observations to me at An-
doverNaturally@gmail.com. 

A bee visiting our broccoli fl owers. 
 Photo and caption: Lee Carvalho

A homemade mason bee nest. Mason bees 
have no stingers, don’t make honey (which 
attracts bears), and are much, much better 
pollinators than honeybees. 
 Photo: Rhona McAdam

 FNRT Minutes, September 18, 2013 
September 18

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Steve Darling, Craig Heim, 

Lindy Heim, Charles Martin, Ellsworth 
Morton, Joyce Morton, Peter South-
worth, and Bob Ward.

1. Approval of August 21, 2013 min-
utes. Moved, seconded, and approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report. Steve reported 
on our checking balance as well as a re-
cent grant from the Brown Foundation.

3. Correspondence. We received re-
sponses on two grants.

4. Old Business
a. Action items (all). Lindy updated 

the action items.
b. Maintenance: report from Mainte-

nance Subcommittee (Peter and Tom). 
We discussed inviting the three snow-
mobile club Trailmasters to a future 
meeting to coordinate and schedule 
maintenance (branch trimming).

c. Technology report (Steve Darling). 
No discussion.

d. RTP 2013 update (Alex)
e. Purchase of pop up tent (Bob). 

Bob found a customized 10′ x 10′ pop 
up tent for approximately $1000.00. We 
will continue to research options.

f. Law Enforcement’s Special Olym-
pics on Rail Trail September 27, 2014: 
Bob will contact Pecco for a report at 
the Pot luck Supper.

g. New Hampshire Bicycle/Pedestri-

an Grant. An anonymous donor wants 
to fund New Hampshire bicycle build-
ing projects. Craig noted we have 6.2 
miles of trail remaining to build at $14, 
500 per mile of construction costs. This 
means we need a total of $90, 000. We 
decided to request half of the fi nal two 
miles of building costs, $15, 000.

5. New Business
a. Upcoming meetings and events. 

The Peter Crowell ride: 10 AM on Sat, 
October 12th at Potter Place. Potluck 
Supper at Highland Lake Inn: Wed, 
Nov. 20th. A movie “The Weight of 
the Nation” about obesity will be fol-
lowed by a discussion on October 16th 
in Franklin (Bessie Rowell Community 
Center). There is a buffet at 5:00 and the 
movie starts at 5:30.

b. Golden Spike Award. Carried.
c. Homeless people along the trail 

in Franklin. We will ask Steve Rayno 
to keep an eye on the situation. We felt 
magnetized FNRT logos should be put 
on any personal vehicles being used on 
the trail for maintenance. Lindy will get 
estimates for these.

d. The new Fish & Game offi cer is 
Kris– her number to call for problems 
on the rail trail is 603 744 5470.

e. The October meeting is postponed 
to the 23rd so that we can attend the 
Franklin dinner and movie on obesity.
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