
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 32 • The Andover Beacon • May 2014

By Judy Poblenz Perreault
AHS ’53

Just a reminder that the all-class 
Andover High School reunion will be 
held this year on Saturday, July 12. 
Once again we will be meeting at the 
Ordway Recreational Area in South 
Danbury.

We will follow the same schedule as 
usual, with a meeting in the morning, 
pictures, and then our wonderful pot 
luck lunch around noon. It is a chance 
to catch up with classmates and recall 
our days at Andover High.

Anyone who attended AHS is wel-
come.

In case you have forgotten, here is 
some news from the 1954 issue of the 
Blue and White Banner.

Five teachers moved on in 1954: 
Miss Rich (Commercial Studies), Miss 
Evans (Home Economics), Mr. Truchon 
(English), Mr. Faulkner (Shop), and Mr. 
Hearn (Social Studies). I'm not sure 

they teach shop and home economics 
anymore.

Here are the typing awards for 
March, April, and May, 1954. Pat 
Rounds, 50 words per minute; Ruth 
Heden, 40 wpm; Joan Pillsbury, Judy 
Poblenz, Annette Keyser, and Judy Cut-
ler, 30 wpm. Is this still being taught? I 
know I can't do 30 wpm anymore. I am 
reduced to the hunt-and-peck method.

Finally, here is a poem from 1954 by 
Charles Tamulaites, an AHS student, 
perfect for this time of year, especial-
ly if you have traveled the road from 
Franklin to Tilton.

BUMPS
Bumps, bumps on the road,
Are you near or are you far,
Will you maybe wreck my car,
Are you solid, Are you loose,
Are you small or Are you big,
Are you visible, Are you faint,
Is you is or Is you ain't? 

Andover High All-Class Reunion 
Planned for July 12

Fun facts and 
much nostalgia
By Judy Perreault, NHCHF 

One of our more interesting pro-
grams was about the telephone. It was 
titled Number Please, not a phrase we 
hear very often today, but when Alex-
ander Graham Bell invented the tele-
phone, these two words were common-
place.

The fi rst phones installed required 
two lines into the home and were con-
nected to each other. Over 1,000 lines 
were required to connect 50 phones. 
Within a short time, a switchboard was 
developed that had all lines going into 
a central point from which calls were 
redirected by an operator.

A local operator had her fi nger on the 
pulse of the town. She could not only 
connect you to your party, but she could 
tell you if they were home, when they 
would be back, give directions, suggest 
services, and help in an emergency.

Early phones were very simple and 
consisted of a transmitter and a re-
ceiver, and sound travelled over a wire. 
They were a far cry from today's cellu-
lar smart phones that connect you to the 
Internet, take pictures, and have numer-
ous other applications.

Most of our group grew up with the 
old system that included party lines, 
multiple rings, no dials or rotary dials, 
and an operator. Party lines usually had 
eight people, but you only heard four 
rings. You would have to listen to a se-

ries to be sure the call was for you.
Phone etiquette required you to 

make calls brief in case someone else 
needed to use the line and not to listen, 
which was a favorite pastime for house-
bound folks and children. One of our 
members recalled that her grandmother 
had the fi rst phone in Wilmot and heard 
her tell of her climbing up and separat-
ing the wires with a stocking so the 
phone would work. (Remember, it was 
the two-wire system.) She also said the 
phones would ring during a lightening 
storm. It was not unusual for someone 
to ask you to get off the line if they had 
to make an important call.

Telephones were props in movies, 
plays, and on television. Who can forget 
comedian Lily Tomlin's famous skits 
about the telephone operator? You can 
see them on YouTube.com, and they are 
still funny.

Two facts from this program struck 
me. One was that early on, the tele-
graph, which was the main form of 
quick communication, was offered a 
chance to buy the telephone, and they 
refused because they thought it was just 
a fad and wouldn't amount to anything. 
The second was that Bell's wife was 
deaf and could never use her husband's 
marvelous invention.

Our group enjoyed this program, as 
many of us could remember those old 
phone systems.

If you would like to be a part of this 
group or need more information, call 
735-5493. 

NHCHF Enjoys Program 
About the Telephone

The Cardigan Mountain Tradition bluegrass band played to a full house on 
April 19 at the Blazing Star Grange Hall in a benefi t concert to raise funds 
for the historical stage scenery restoration. That evening, the group pre-
sented a curtain of their own making to show their support for the project. 
The band has been playing at the Grange Hall in Danbury for well over 30 
years. In this photo, the band surrounds state representatives David Kar-
rick and Mario Ratzki (center).  Photo and caption: Mary Fanelli                               
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TownLine Outdoor Furniture
Route 11 & Pancake Rd  (603) 735-5778
Andover • Open 7 Days 
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LET'S GET ORGANIZED! 
Closet organizers, 

ski racks, coat racks, 
benches and cubbies. 
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ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover
 (Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

All members, ministers
Rev John J. Wagner, Pastor

603-735-5160 • AndoverChurch@tds.net • AndoverCongregationalChurch.org

Worship and Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Ongoing growth and discovery opportunities including Bible studies, 

men's and women's groups, and prayer. Please call for details.

PRAISE AND PRAYER • Fourth Fridays • 7 PM

"Knowing Christ and Making Him Known"

J&B Landscaping and Excavation, LLC 
Jon Champagne

Master Road Scholar

House Sites • Septic Systems • Driveways
Walls • Lawns • Hydroseeding
New & Existing Construction

Serving the area since 1992 • (603) 735-5212 • Free Estimates

Monthly Long TermMonthly - Long Term
On-Site Storage Available


