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Mario Ratzki Reports 
from Concord: August 2014

$25 million in surplus 
so far this year
By Mario Ratzki
NH state representative

Few battles were fought in Concord 
last month, as the legislature is on va-
cation, but at home I have been wag-
ing war against a foreign invader, the 
dreaded Japanese beetle.

A few good things happened in our 
state , however. One, a modest surplus 
of almost $6 million, was achieved in 
the month of June, making the total sur-
plus $25 million so far this year. Sec-
ond, our neighbor to the north, Canada, 
has expressed interest in expanding 
their aerospace industry here in New 
Hampshire. We already have about 300 
aerospace and defense industries here, 
and the average pay in these companies 
is a whopping $98,000 a year! So wel-
come, bienvenue, Canada.

Mother Nature delivered a nasty 
blow to our Andover Fourth of July cel-

ebration. Our volunteers were ready to 
go: the Fourth of July Committee, the 
Andover Lions, the Andover Service 
Club, and all the other local organiza-
tions who make our Fourth of July the 
great event that it is. But it was not to be.

The washout of the Fourth of July 
has put a signifi cant dent in the annual 
fundraising for many local clubs and orga-
nizations. I urge everyone to send contri-
butions to them to make up that shortfall.

In local business news, Julie Rector 
at Bear Hollow Trading Post has two 
spaces for rent. Call her at 977-0083.

A few events not to miss in August:
• Danbury Town-Wide Yard Sale on 

Saturday, August 2, from 8 AM to 2 PM.
• Andover Historical Society’s Old Time 

Fair on Sunday, August 3, in Potter Place.
• Salisbury ice cream social (and pet 

parade!) on Friday, August 8.
• Salisbury Old Home Day on Sat-

urday, August 9.
I am always available at 735-5440 or 

MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 

To the 161 Andover residents who have 
sent checks this year to support the Beacon in 

2014: Thank you! Every 
check, no matter how 
large or small, is a big 
help and an important 
sign that the community 
values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive every issue of 
the Beacon at no charge throughout the year. If you’re one 
of the households that haven’t made a voluntary donation yet, 
please use the form on page 4 or go to AndoverBeacon.com and 
“get a round tuit” right away. Thanks! 

 Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2014!
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Canvassing  
is coming ...

Andrew Hosmer 
Reports from Concord

Bipartisan compromise leads 
to meaningful legislation
By Andrew Hosmer
NH state senator

When I ran for the New Hampshire 
Senate, I wanted to bring common-
sense business principles to Concord. 
To me, that means working with both 
parties to solve problems; being careful 
with taxpayers’ money; and focusing on 
things people really care about, such as 
economic growth and job creation, in-
stead of getting caught in tired partisan 
battles.

As this biennium closes, I am happy 
to report that we have made progress. 
Real change has come to Concord. I’ve 
been happy to see bi-partisan com-
promise and to be a part of passing 
meaningful legislation that moves New 
Hampshire forward.

Beginning in 2013, I worked with 
my colleagues to modernize New 
Hampshire’s corporate law, making it 
easier to create businesses and spur job 
growth. I also partnered with my Re-
publican colleagues to double and make 
permanent the Research and Develop-
ment Tax Credit program.

With strong bi-partisan support, I 
co-sponsored a bill to protect restau-
rants and other service industry en-
terprises from higher taxes on tipped 
wages. I also worked with a Republican 
colleague to streamline complex regu-
lations by combining several different 
permits into one, thus saving time and 
expense for businesses, while keeping 
all of the same environmental protec-
tions in place.

Perhaps our biggest accomplishment 
in the fi rst session was unanimously 

passing a balanced and fi scally respon-
sible budget. This budget addressed our 
growing mental health crisis and the 
needs of our community colleges and 
universities and shored up the needs of 
our state police.

During the second year of the ses-
sion, I sponsored and co-sponsored leg-
islation that streamlined, and in some 
cases eliminated, unnecessary state 
regulations. These business-friendly 
legislative successes have made it eas-
ier for businesses to settle and grow in 
New Hampshire.

Instrumental in creating a strong 
economy is investing in New Hamp-
shire’s transportation infrastructure, 
which was also accomplished this 
session. I also sponsored legislation 
strengthening New Hampshire’s do-
mestic violence laws, which was long 
overdue.

Perhaps the most signifi cant bi-parti-
san accomplishment was the passage of 
the New Hampshire Health Protection 
Act, which not only extends healthcare 
coverage to 50,000 hard-working Gran-
ite Staters, but also includes cost saving 
and personal responsibility reforms.

These accomplishments were made 
possible through bi-partisan compro-
mise – compromise that elevated the 
needs of our state’s citizens above par-
tisan politics. I’m proud of the work we 
did, and I believe this work will result 
in a stronger economy, a stronger state, 
and stronger communities.

Senator Andrew Hosmer is the state 
Senator from District 7, serving the 
towns of Andover, Belmont, Boscawen, 
Canterbury, Gilford, Northfi eld, Salis-
bury, and Webster and the cities of 
Franklin and Laconia. 
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