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David Kerrick Looks Ahead 
to 2015 Legislative Session

Familiar issues will be 
back in 2015
By David Kerrick
NH State Representative

Many bills that didn’t pass in the 2014 
session of the New Hampshire Legisla-
ture will reappear as new legislation in 
the session starting in January 2015. I’ve 
reviewed some of these bills below, and 
I need to hear the thoughts of my con-
stituents about these and other important 
issues. If you choose me to represent you 
for another term in the New Hampshire 
Legislature, I shall be considering many 
of these questions, both on the Ways and 
Means Committee and then voting on 
them in the Legislature.
Casino Gambling

The issue that has reappeared most 
frequently in recent years is the legal-
ization of casino gambling. It has come 
closest to passage as a bill legalizing 
one or two highly regulated casinos.

Proponents see casinos providing 
jobs; keeping New Hampshire gam-
blers from going elsewhere; and paying 
greatly needed revenues to the State.

Opponents are worried about the 
social costs from addiction; the sus-
tainability of revenue, with too many 
casinos already operating in the North-
east; fi nancial infl uence by the gaming 
industry on New Hampshire politics; 
harm to existing entertainment venues; 
and damage to New Hampshire’s clean, 
rural image.
Death Penalty

Another bill coming close to passage 
was repealing the death penalty for the 
crime of capital murder. Proponents be-
lieve that the death penalty is barbaric; 
that the wrong person can be executed; 
and that keeping someone on death row 
through lengthy appeals may be more 
expensive than a life sentence.

Those favoring the death penalty in 
New Hampshire believe it is appropri-
ate for the most heinous crimes and 
note that it has not been applied since 
1939.
Minimum Wage

The bill to raise the minimum wage 
was also hotly debated in the recent ses-
sion. The House voted to raise it from 
the federal minimum of $7.25 per hour 
to $9.00 by 2015, but the bill was killed 
by the Senate.

Proponents believe that a higher 
minimum wage would attract a more 
qualifi ed workforce and benefi t wom-
en, who often work for lower wages 
than men. They also believe that higher 
wages would increase overall spending, 
which would help the New Hampshire 
economy. One cannot live on $7.25 an 
hour in New Hampshire.

Opponents believe that increasing 
the minimum wage would mean that 
some companies could no longer afford 
to provide jobs, thus unemployment 
would increase, with youth and part-
time workers losing work opportunities.

Marijuana
Marijuana was also a major issue in 

2014. Bills to decriminalize possession 
of small amounts of marijuana and al-
low limited growing, use, and sale of 
marijuana were passed initially by the 
House but killed by the Senate.

Proponents of decriminalization 
believe possession arrests and possible 
jail terms are needlessly severe penal-
ties for breaking a law ignored by many 
people. Others think the time has come 
for full legalization. This has already 
occurred in two states, with substantial 
fees collected by those states.

Opponents believe that marijuana 
is a gateway drug presenting serious 
addiction and health risks, especially 
to youth. They also point out that the 
possession and sale of marijuana is still 
illegal under Federal laws, making it 
diffi cult for banks to accept proceeds of 
marijuana sales.
Use of Dedicated Funds

This Constitutional Amendment/
Concurrent Resolution (CACR) was ap-
proved by the Senate but sent to Interim 
Study by the House. CACR 19 would 
ensure that funds raised by fees or as-
sessments to pay for a specifi c purpose 
would only be used for that purpose and 
not easily diverted to the state’s General 
Fund. It would only become law if ap-
proved by two-thirds of the state’s vot-
ers in Town elections.

Those favoring this CACR believe 
that raised funds would be used for 
their stated purpose such as education. 
Those opposed believe this is too re-
strictive, with tight State budgets and 
possible unforeseen emergencies.
Other Issues

Other issues that may reappear in 
the Legislature are the possible prohi-
bition of fi rearm possession by New 
Hampshire residents with mental health 
issues; expanding background checks 
for gun purchases, especially for semi-
automatic assault weapons; reconsid-
eration of Right to Work – Anti-Union 
legislation; and repeal of the New 
Hampshire “Stand Your Ground” law 
passed in 2011.

As your representative, I need to 
know what you fi nd important. Please 
give me your thoughts on these issues. 
You can always reach me by e-mail at 
ElectDavidKarrick@gmail.com. You can 
also fi nd me on Facebook, and you can 
phone me at 456-2772. 

Andover Lions ClubAndover Lions Club
9th Annual Golf Classic 

Monday September 22, 2014
Country Club of NH • Kearsarge Valley Road, Sutton, NH

The Tournament
The tournament is a 4 person scramble format. Any number of 

players up to foursomes will be accepted. Registration begins at 9 am 
with a shotgun start at 10 am. The cost is $65 a player or $260 for a 
foursome. An awards ceremony will be held after the tournament. 

There will be prizes for 1st and 2nd place as well as longest drive 
(men/women) and closest to the hole (men/women). There will also be 
a hole-in-one contest, putting contest, and raffle. A refund of $35 will 
be given in case of inclement weather.

For more information call Howard George at 735-5590 or Bill 
Leber at 768-5144.

Sponsorships
Hole Sponsorships: A sign with your organization’s name will be 

displayed at the tee for $50.
Cart Sponsors: A sign with your organization’s name will be 

displayed on a cart for $25.
Donation: Any donations of raffle prizes would be most appreciated.

Our club serves the towns of Andover, Wilmot, West Franklin, 
and Danbury. We have supported many community projects since the 
club was chartered in 1954, including:

• Health, vision, and hearing support for all ages.
• Youth programs and summer camps.
• Thousands of dollars in college scholarships.
• Food and gift baskets for those in need at the holidays.
• Defibrillator, jaws of life, and radios for the local fire department.
• All purpose building and 16 foot sign for Danbury.
• Support for local scout troops and Andover One Wheelers.
• Beach houses for the Andover swimming area.
Proceeds from this golf tournament will be used for projects like 

these and many more. Thanks for your support.

Fall Rummage Sale
September 20!

9 AM - 1 PM

Immaculate Conception Church
Andover, N.H.

All Clothing $.25–$1.00

Attic Treasure and Books

Don’t wait! Scan 
this on your 
smartphone 

to donate now!
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Canvassing 
is coming in 

October!
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