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By Rene Lefebvre 
Fire Department Chief

A short time ago I attended a re-
tirement gathering for Chief Rich-
ard Wright. I am very sure that Chief 
Wright is not a household name, and 
most would not recognize him. How-
ever, his work over more than 50 years 
affects how fi re departments manage 
the resources that we depend on when 
we call for mutual aid support.

It has long been recognized that no 
single community is able to equip it-
self to handle large structure fi res or 
natural emergencies. We all need help. 
Chief Wright recognized this fact in the 
late 1960s. With the skill of a diplomat, 
he began to bring together fi re depart-
ments in the Concord area.

Organizing several fi re departments 
to work as one is a tough task. One must 
remember, each fi re department has a 
Chief. He is usually not a good person 
for taking orders, even good ones.

Chief Wright did the impossible and 
continued to train communities to work 
as one. I cannot remember any large-
scale incident when he was not there. 

Andover Fire Department, 
September 2014

He called in and managed resources for 
the local fi re chief with a calm, reassur-
ing voice and skill that only a dedicated 
professional is able to master.

One speaker at the Chief’s retire-
ment gathering spoke of the respect he 
was given when he walked into a room; 
a respect not born of his rank, but of a 
quiet competence.

Mutual aid is now commonplace, 
and there are several large mutual aid 
centers in New Hampshire. I have had 
the honor of serving as chairman of the 
Board of Directors for the Lakes Re-
gion Mutual Fire Aid. Chief Wright has 
been the leader of the Capitol Area Mu-
tual Aid Compact since it started in the 
early 1970s. While I never competed 
with Chief Wright, I did pay close atten-
tion to what he was doing – the junior 
watching the master.

There are not many who have made 
such a profound impact and improve-
ment to the fi re service as Chief Wright. 
I am very proud to know him and hon-
ored to call him a friend. Chief, enjoy 
your retirement – you have taught us 
well. 

Andover Fire Chief Rene Lefebvre 
urges everyone to heed this advice!

Heating season will soon be here. 
This is the time to check your heating 
systems. Having your heating system 
checked by a qualifi ed professional will 
help ensure that the system is ready to 
operate safely and effi ciently.

Heating unit fi res are still the 
number one cause of fi res in New 
Hampshire, and they are preventable. 
Heating fi res are often the result of 
improper installation, use, or mainte-
nance of supplemental home heating 
appliances such as wood stoves, coal 
stoves, and kerosene space heaters. 
The use of these supplemental heat-

ing devices also increases the risk of 
dangerous accumulation of carbon 
monoxide in the home if not properly 
installed and maintained. Now is the 
time to have them checked.

It is critical that every home has in-
terconnected smoke alarms on each 
fl oor level and that every family should 
develop and practice a home fi re escape 
plan. Smoke alarms should be tested 
monthly. Matches and lighters should 
be kept out of the reach of children at 
all times.

For further information concerning 
home fi re safety, contact your local fi re 
department or the offi ce of the State Fire 
Marshal at 271-3294. 

It’s Time To Check 
Your Heating System

The Swap Shop will be 
open Saturday, 
September 13 from 
8 AM to noon and wel-
comes (before noon) 
reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-
ware. Please, nono 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 
Thanks to the following 

volunteers for managing the August 9 Swap Shop: Kim Hallquist, Pat Moyer, Nan 
Kaplan, Ken Tripp, and Ralph Doe. Question: Richard Brewster would like to know 
...Who were the three carpenters who constructed the Swap Shop building?

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
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From House Too HomeFrom House Too Home
A home decor shop with at twist

Fall color explosion!
Shop here for fall decorating needs
Pumpkin Spice K-Cups have arrived!

Mon. - Sat. 10-5 • Closed Sundays
276 Newport Road • New London, NH • Tel: (603) 463-7845

Visit us online at: FromHouseTooHome.com

J&B Landscaping and Excavation, LLC 
Jon Champagne

Master Road Scholar

House Sites • Septic Systems • Driveways
Walls • Lawns • Hydroseeding
New & Existing Construction

Serving the area since 1992 • (603) 735-5212 • Free Estimates

SEND A LETTER! Your opinion on local issues matters!


