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Tucker Mountain Road 
Once Connected Andover and Hill

Families of the two towns 
were drawn together
Rita Norander, for the Beacon

William Tucker, my fourth great 
grandfather, was born in Salisbury, 
Massachusetts in 1760, and settled in 
East Andover in 1794. The area of town 
where he lived was referred to as Tuck-
er’s Mountain, but today it is simply 
called Tucker Mountain.

William married his cousin Mary 
Tucker, and together they had seven 
children. In 1837, their son William do-
nated land for a schoolhouse, and son 
Benjamin built the schoolhouse, receiv-
ing $100 for his labor.

In 1891, since there were only three 
children of school age, the school was 
closed, and the schoolhouse reverted 
back to the Tucker family on whose land 
it was built. The schoolhouse remained 
in the Tucker family until 1972, when 
sisters Alta Hersey and Freda Hersey 
Elliott, whose mother was Grace Tuck-
er Hersey, sold it to Madelyn and Frank 
Baker.
Tucker Mountain Road

Tucker Mountain Road did not al-
ways end in East Andover, but rather 
continued over the mountain into Hill 
– past Poverty Pond to Currier Road, 
and on to Hill Center. The areas on 
both sides of Tucker Mountain were 
rather isolated, each being a consider-
able distance from its more populated 
town center.

Because of this, families who lived 
on these two sides of the mountain were 
drawn together, even though they lived 
in different towns. The families knew 

one another, and often a son or daughter 
from the Andover side of the mountain 
would marry a daughter or son from the 
Hill side.

That is what happened with my great-
great grandmother, Edna Jane Hersey 
from Hill, who in 1854 married Samuel 
Tucker (Benjamin’s son). Several years 
later, Edna Jane’s youngest brother 
Frank G. Hersey married Ellen Rowe, 
who lived just below the schoolhouse.

I know of at least one other Hersey/
Tucker marriage which took place in 
1904, and I’m sure there were many 
other families who were similarly 
drawn together from these two sides of 
Tucker Mountain.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, 
my boyfriend (who later became my 
husband) and I spent a lot of our free 
time “jeeping” on the back roads of 
Andover and the surrounding towns. 
Tucker Mountain Road was one of my 
favorites!

This was probably true because of 
the personal history connecting me to 
this road, but also it was such a pretty 
road, and in fairly good condition, ex-
cept for a few washout areas. It was 
scenic, quiet, lined with stone walls, 
and there were a few cellar holes. It was 
easy for me to visualize my own an-
cestors traveling back and forth on this 
same road as they, too, went about their 
daily life 150 years ago.

I haven’t traveled over Tucker Moun-
tain in a long, long time, but I don’t 
think it has changed that much in all 
these years. I have often thought it is too 
bad Tucker Mountain Road isn’t still a 
through road! 

Rita Norander’s mother, Dorothy Hersey LaPlante, was a descendant of both 
the Tuckers and the Herseys. She was photographed standing in front of the 
Tucker Mountain schoolhouse by Rita’s father around 1927.

SRKG Winter Hikes Include 
East Andover with Frank Baker

Saturday hikes from 
February 7 to March 7
Press release

The Sunapee-Ragged-Kearsarge 
Greenway Coalition (SRKG) winter 
hikes are free to the public. Please call 
the volunteer hike leader to learn start-
ing location and time. Be prepared for 
winter conditions: extra layers, hot 
drink, prepared for ice and snow. For 
SRKG information, visit SRKG.com.
February Hikes

Saturday, February 7, North 
Sutton: If Mother Nature cooperates, 
this will be a cross-country ski tour of 
the old King Ridge ski area in Sutton, 
off SRKG trail #13. Ever look for ava-
lanche terrain on King Hill? Moderate. 
Contact Nathan Richer at 763-2127.

Saturday, February 14, South 
Sutton: Cross over the Lane River in 
South Sutton for an exploration of low-
lands, forests, river edge, glacial errat-
ics, and who-knows-what. Easy. Con-

tact Henry Howell at 938-5706.
Saturday, February 21, East 

Andover: Frank Baker, skilled outdoors-
man, will lead us on a snowshoe explora-
tion to special spots. Up to fi ve miles of 
back trails and wanders. Moderate. Con-
tact Lee Carvalho at 735-5719.

Saturday, February 28, Bradford: 
A snowshoe hike among hills for views 
at Aiken Pasture. Depending on snow 
levels, either easy or moderate. Contact 
George Beaton at 938-2637.
March Hikes

Saturday, March 7, Newbury and 
Goshen: Snowshoe to Lucia’s Lookout 
on Sunapee-Pillsbury Ridge from An-
drew Brook Trail and Lake Solitude 
in Newbury. Diffi cult. Contact Gerry 
Gold at 526-2857.

SRKG Trail Guides are available at 
local book stores. The SRKG Coali-
tion is an all-volunteer non-profi t orga-
nization with members throughout the 
Sunapee-Ragged-Kearsarge region and 
beyond. 

Andover Snowmobile Club 
Italian Buff et and Raffl  e

January 31 at AE/MS 
from 5 to 6:30 PM
Press release

The Andover Snowmobile Club is 
having its annual Italian Buffet on Satur-
day, January 31, at the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School. The dinner runs 
from 5 to 6:30 PM. The costs are $10 for 

adults, $5 for ages 6 to 12, and free for 
ages 5 and under.

After the dinner, a multi-item raffl e 
(over 100 items) will take place, and 
proceeds will be donated to Easter Seals 
Camp Sno Mo in Gilmanton. Camp Sno 
Mo provides camping for handicapped 
and special needs children and young 
adults. 

Homemade Breads, Pies, Desser s, Soups, Ribs, Pulled Pork, Meatloaf etc,
Freshly breaded Seafood (Whole  . Clams, Clam St ips, 

Shrimp, Sea Scallops Haddock)
also ser ing Golden Fried Tripe, Liver Bacon & Onions, 

Baked Lamb Shanks, Pot Roast etc.

MacKENNA’S
Your Hometown Restaurant since 1965

Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

New London Shopping Center Telephone 603-526-9511
Open 7 days for Breakfast & Lunch.

Th ursday, Friday & Saturday for Dinner

AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

Mon. - Sat. 10-5 • Closed Sundays
276 Newport Road • New London, NH • Tel: (603) 463-7845

Visit us online at: FromHouseTooHome.com

From House Too HomeFrom House Too Home
A home decor shop with at twist

February is Romancing your Home month
Lots of new valances and curtains

Check out Feb specials on Facebook


