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Brenda Brown Recognized 
for 10 Years of Service

A familiar face at Lake Sunapee Bank
Press release

Brenda Brown, long-time teller and Customer Service Representative at the 
Andover branch of Lake Sunapee Bank, was honored at the bank’s annual Em-
ployee Recognition Event at the Grappone Conference Center in Concord on 
May 5. Brenda was recognized for 10 years of service at the bank. 

Vic Phelps Honored 
as 75-Year Grange Member

Many good memories 
of Grange activities
Doug Phelps, for the Beacon

Vic Phelps was born in 1926 and 
joined Blackwater Grange #152 when 
he turned 14 years old in 1940. His fa-
ther, Victor E. Phelps, was already a 
member and probably infl uenced this 
decision. But as Vic reminisced, “there 
wasn’t much else to do in Andover in 
those days.”

He remembers talk of having to ride 
the donkey to join, but the donkey never 
showed up.

Blackwater Grange meetings were 
held in the upstairs hall across Lawrence 
Street from today’s Lake Sunapee Bank. 
Oscar Couture’s Barber Shop was in the 
room directly outside the door of the 
meeting hall, so he would close on two 
Thursday nights per month so meetings 
could be held and use his space.

Originally, there was no running wa-
ter or “modern” plumbing, but Grange 
members are always progressive, and 
these things were installed soon after 
Vic joined.

Vic took his turn in all the differ-
ent offi cer positions except Master that 
he was eligible to fi ll. (There are four 
positions that must be fi lled by ladies.) 
He said, “My family and the business 
took up so much of my time that I didn’t 
think I could do the job of Master right.”

Over the years, he saw members 
come to meetings in horse and buggies, 
sleighs, Model A Fords, motorcycles, 

and every mode of transport up to Acu-
ra and Prius.

His wife Ella was already a member 
when they met. The Grange probably 
gave them a bang-up party when they 
married.

Vic has many good memories of 
Grange activities and friends. When he 
was asked to name names, he replied, 
“Ed Hamp and Atherton Frost used to 
show movies and go around to other 
towns also to show them. They were 
really great! They may not have been 
members, but they put on a good show.”

Many members came to mind, in-
cluding George Corson, Paul Fenton 
Sr., Glenn and Etta Currier, Lisa Buz-
zell, Grace George, Lizzie Dodge, Vi-
ola Blake, Dolly Smith, and Al Eaton. 
There were many more special people 
in “Blackwater.” Because Grangers 
love to travel, there were friends from 
all the surrounding towns as well.

In 2013, Blackwater Grange merged 
with Blazing Star Grange in Danbury, 
and Vic made the move also. On June 11, 
a certifi cate from the National Grange 
commemorating 75 years of faithful 
membership was presented to Vic by 
two other former Blackwater members, 
Liz Kirby and Bernice Nowell, on be-
half of Blazing Star Grange. He also 
received a beautiful quilt handmade by 
Blazing Star members.

Vic’s children – Cynthia Alley, Doug 
Phelps, and Karen Hanson – joined him 
to make the occasion complete. Vic was 
all smiles. 

Liz Kirby and Bernice Nowell (front, left and right) present a certifi cate and 
a quilt to Vic Phelps (front, center) to mark his 75-year membership in the 
Blackwater Grange, which has been incorporated into the Blazing Star 
Grange. Back: Vic’s daughters, Karen Hanson and Cynthia Alley, fl ank his 
son, Doug.
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BOB’S SHOP
Since 1954

Aluminum Storm Windows
Replacement Windows

Storm Doors
Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass
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Window Repairs
Screen Repairs
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Elkins, NH

MAASON
 LARMS LARMS
& ELECTRICAL

Security & Camera 

Systems 

for Your Home
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