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Public Hearing Considers 
Signage for Halcyon Island

To encourage safe and 
respectful use
Vicky Mishcon, Board of Selectmen

The much-beloved Halcyon Island in 
Highland Lake, enjoyed by generations 
of families, as well as by newcomers 
and visitors, was the subject of a Public 
Hearing on July 6.

The following is a summary of the 
comments and concerns shared by 
members of the public who attended 
the hearing.

Halcyon Island is an approximately 
two-acre island on the eastern side of 
Highland Lake. The island was given 
to the Town of Andover in 1934 by Na-
ham Bachelder for the purpose of recre-
ation for the townspeople of Andover.

Concern about the use of the island 
has been voiced over the years, as cer-
tain problems come up. There have been 
campfi res that have burned out of con-
trol, eggs from the loons nesting on the 
island have been abandoned due to too 
much disturbance, or eaten by dogs al-
lowed to roam on the island. There have 
been large numbers of people camping 
overnight on the island, which brings 
up concerns of human waste and trash.

Overall, however, most people have 
been respectful and conscientious when 
visiting the island.

Discussion about the type of signage 
needed on the island ensued. Some peo-
ple thought overnight camping should 
be allowed, others thought camping 
should be allowed by permit only, while 
still others opined that overnight camp-
ing is too harmful to the small island 
environment.

There was similar discussion about 
the use of open campfi res. Several peo-
ple remember enjoying campfi res and 
family picnics, while others reported 

having to help put out fi res that had got-
ten out of control.

A member of the Andover Fire De-
partment noted that the Fire Depart-
ment has purchased boats and other 
equipment used in water rescue, which 
provides a measure of safety to those 
using the island.

There was consensus that some sig-
nage is needed to promote safe and re-
spectful use of the island and that the 
signage should be short and simple. An 
example that was suggested was: No 
open fi res; no overnight camping; carry 
in, carry out.

A more comprehensive sign that was 
suggested was: Halcyon Island, gifted 
to the town in 1934; respect wildlife; 
respect the loons; no fi res or fi reworks; 
leave no trace; no camping; no dogs. 
The “no dogs” was in concern for the 
safety of the nesting loons and to elimi-
nate dog waste.

There have been previous signs 
posted on the island by past Boards of 
Selectmen, but they have disappeared 
over the years. The current Board of Se-
lectmen will take all of these comments 
into consideration, as well as signage 
used by other towns.

Many thanks to all those members of 
the public who took time to attend the 
hearing, thereby giving the Board some 
guidance in their decision making.

We would like to thank the High-
land Lake Association for their care 
of and attention to the island over the 
past years, and especially Earle Davis, 
who regularly does a clean-up several 
times a year. Special thanks to Donna 
Baker-Hartwell, who has worked to 
keep the lake’s nesting loon pairs as safe 
as possible from human disturbance so 
that their presence on the lake can be 
enjoyed year after year. 

Halcyon Island in Highland Lake, as seen from the shore. The Board of Se-
lectmen is considering public input about posting signs on the island to en-
courage more respectful use of the town resource.  Photo: Larry Chase

Jason's Painting Tip:
The most important tip in painting is to be sure 
your area is clean and dry. Dust, grease, and mois-

ture contribute to the majority of paint failure. 

Labbe Painting
456-2050

"Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work."

www.labbepainting.com

Call or email today!

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Harness & Tack Repair

Ariens Lawnmowers and Snowblowers
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407

Delivery of PROPANE &
"PURE COMFORT" HEATING OIL

Complete HVAC Systems– Specializing in
GAS • OIL • AIR CONDITIONING
Generac & Kohler Generators

Whole house systems and portable units
Water treatment and

UV Air Purifi cation Systems
24 Hour Emergency Service

By NORA, EPA, and CETP
Certifi ed Technical Experts and

NH Gas Licensed Lic.#GFB0900287

VOLUNTEER!
The Beacon is a non-profi t organization that relies on volunteers for almost 

everything. Please do your part to keep our community newspaper going strong.


