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Local businesses 
support annual fundraiser
Press release

The Fourth of July/Old Time Fair 
raffl e of the Friends of the Northern 
Rail Trail (FNRT) awarded prizes do-
nated by local businesses and raised 
money to support trail maintenance and 
repair again this year.

Stacey Viandier of East Andover 
won the bicycle donated by Piche’s of 
Laconia. Mark Perry of Andover won 

FNRT Draws Winners of 
2015 Raffl  e at Old Time Fair

two nights lodging donated by the 
Highland Lake Inn.

Winners of the gift certifi cates were 
Nancy Witherspoon of Andover (S&W 
Sports), Gayle Seip of Hill (Belletete’s), 
Lee Keyser of Andover (Jake’s Mar-
ket), John Guiheen of Andover (Flying 
Goose Brew Pub), and Robert Gras-
mere of Andover (Pizza Chef).

The FNRT thanks the community 
for its support in our fundraisers, and 
we hope to see you out enjoying the 
trail! 

Tommy and Alyse Damato of Sanbornton helped Peter Southworth (left) pick 
the names of the 2015 FNRT raffl e winners at the Andover Historical Soci-
ety’s Old Time Fair in Potter Place on August 2.  Photo: Larry Chase

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail
August 19
Condensed from draft minutes

Present: Alex Bernhard, Tom Frantz, 
Craig Heim, Lindy Heim, Charles Martin, 
Myra Mayman, Steve Rayno, Bob Ward

Guests: Elaine Clow and Bruce 
Crawford of Boscawen Historical Soci-
ety, Jack Shields of Penacook

Boscawen activities: Bruce Craw-
ford reported that repair work has be-
gun on the roof of Gerrish Depot. They 
are investigating the possibility of start-
ing a Friends group to support Ger-
rish Depot and Hannah Dustin, under 
the mantle of the Boscawen Historical 
Society. The Dustin family has already 
donated $1,000 to the effort.

The Boscawen Historical Society 
hopes to see the Gerrish Depot used as 
a place to display railroad artifacts. Alex 
noted that the Rail Trail is interested in 
using the Depot as an information center.

Jack Shields, the self-appointed Brush 
Guy, reported that he has been working 
with the Student Conservation Corps to 
clear brush on Hannah Dustin Island, 
and there is more to do. He has been 
keeping maps and rack cards stocked at 
Gerrish Depot; the Hannah Dustin Park 
and Ride; and the trailhead and parking 
at Jamie Welch Park in Boscawen.

Steve Rayno offered to help clear 
downed trees in Boscawen, as well as 
Jack Shields.
Other Business

Alex submitted a request for an ex-
penditure of $7,000 in addition to the 
$9,000 left from the $10,000 grant, 
to repair the three bank erosions on 
the Trail near Dyer’s Crossing in East 
Andover. This request was approved.

Charles has organized a special pro-
gram on the history of the Northern 
Rail Line on Saturday, August 29, from 
4 to 5:30 PM at Proctor’s Stone Chapel. 
It will feature Northern Railroad his-

torian Ken Cushing and Charley Frei-
berg, photographer of the Northern Rail 
Trail’s many historic artifacts. Charles 
has procured a certifi cate of insurance 
for use of Proctor’s Stone Chapel. Oth-
ers present offered to bring refresh-
ments and help clean up after the event.

On Wednesday, September 16, we will 
have our Annual Meeting and Potluck 
Supper in the recently-renovated barn at 
Highland Lake Inn. We will meet at 5:30 
PM to elect Board members and offi cers, 
and the dinner will begin at 6 PM.

Bob Ward is stepping down after 11 
years as president. There was a discus-
sion of possible reconfi guration of the 
Board, since we are at a point of change, 
with our focus on maintenance and pro-
grams now that the construction of the 
Trail is complete. This discussion will be 
continued at the Wednesday, October 21, 
monthly meeting in Wilmot Center.

Regarding Charles’ proposal that we 
take a count of Trail usage, Bob report-
ed that he’d spoken with Dan Callister 
at Lakes Region Planning Commission 
about borrowing equipment to count 
trail usage. Charles will pursue the pos-
sibility of counting for next spring.
Upcoming Events

The Peter Crowell Ride will take 
place on Saturday, October 3, at 10 AM. 
Alex will organize it.

Continuing our policy of rotating meet-
ings among the fi ve towns through which 
the Trail runs, our next regular meeting 
will be in Wilmot on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 21. Lindy has arranged for the meeting 
room in the First Congregational Church 
in Wilmot Center, 19 North Wilmot Road.

The November meeting will be in 
Franklin, at the Franklin Regional Hospital.

Bob Ward, who is stepping down as 
president on September 16 after 11 years 
of presiding over meetings, received a 
resounding round of applause. 

Stop by to meet 

Kirby Carousel Horse, 

our recent addition

to the shop.

His job is to watch over 

the newly expanded 

Bridle & Bit Department.

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat, 10 to 5 • Sun, 1 to 5
Andover NH • 735-4100 TackRoomCQ@hotmail.com

TACK ROOM
CONSIGNMENT TACK

Supporting NH Horse Rescue

Check TackRoomCQ.com 
for Consignment Info

New London  • 526-2800  • Open Daily
clarkeshardware.com

Are you ready for a YETI?

The rugged, super-insulated cooler
built for fishing, boating, hunting, tailgating, 
sporting events, traveling and the beach! 

Coolers, hats, freeze-packs...
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