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Andover Energy Group Minutes, 
September 15, 2015

Wood pellets 
to heat the Town Hall?

Condensed from draft minutes
Location: The Barn at the Highland 

Lake Inn
Present: members Susan and Larry 

Chase, Steve Darling, Jeff Dickinson, 
Vicky Mishcon, Janet Moore, Andy Pro-
kosch, Nancy Teach, Pecco Beaufays; 
guests Gail Beaufays and Connor Corpora.

The record refl ects the fact that Pec-
co and Gail’s newly restored barn is a 
wonderful place.

Connor Corpora from NextGen 
spoke about his organization’s primary 
goal to get to 50% renewable energy 
usage by 2030. They are pushing presi-
dential candidates to put forth specifi c 
energy plans.

On September 17 they sponsored a 
watch party at Red River Theaters to 
watch Pope Francis address Congress 
on climate change. Other events follow, 
all in the interest of promoting steps to 
ameliorate the effects of climate change.

On Tuesday, October 13, Bob El-
dredge will present another Button Up 
workshop, beginning at 7 PM in Proctor 
Academy’s Stone Chapel. Refreshments 
will be provided by Susan, Nancy, and 
Vicky, and Nancy will bring apple cider.

Jeff reported on a workshop he attend-
ed that was designed to stimulate energy 
groups to consider reaching out to neigh-
boring municipalities with their programs 
and projects. This “hub” notion, ad-
vanced by the New England Grassroots 
Environmental Fund (NEGEF) and the 
Local Energy Working Group (LEWG), 
seeks local coordinators and agreements 
signed by local organizations. No action 
was taken by the Andover Energy Group 
(AEG) at this time.

Members noted that a live video pre-
sentation on heating with wood pellets, 
sponsored by LEWG and the New Eng-
land Wood Energy Council, was occur-
ring as our meeting was taking place. Jeff 

agreed to contact the presenter to discuss 
the possibility of a similar presentation in 
Andover. Pecco’s barn was suggested as 
a possible venue for such an event.

Vicky noted that activity is currently 
underway to get a feasibility study of 
the use of wood pellets to heat Town 
Hall. Jeff assured us that scientifi c stud-
ies prove that the New Hampshire wood 
supply is sustainable.

Members discussed inviting an 
elected offi cial to address New Hamp-
shire energy issues. It was suggested 
that we sound out our state senator, An-
drew Hosmer, about his participation in 
such a conversation. Larry will write 
a proposal to be delivered to Senator 
Hosmer by Pecco.

Has the beer can project been fl at-
tened? Ken Wells and Jeff are both 
creating heaters for home use. Jeff has 
spoken with Jane Slayton about having 
the AE/MS students learn how to build 
a heater. Jeff will keep us posted.

Jeff spoke briefl y about the gasifi er 
project. NEGEF would talk about co-
sponsoring a project, fi nding other do-
nors to share the costs. There may be a 
fi eld trip to Mount Wachusett Commu-
nity College to view their gasifi er.

Jeff will be weatherizing his home 
windows, from the inside out, and will 
let us know exactly when so we can vid-
eotape the project for cable viewing and 
invite the public to observe the process.

Vicky spoke about the Town Hall 
renovation. Two new public works men 
will start with insulation. This work is 
based on Margaret Dillon’s energy audit 
recommendations. Margaret herself will 
return to weigh in on ventilation issues.

Solar Garden will be sponsoring a 
group net metering project in Franklin, 
provided the City Council and Eversource 
approve this project. We will watch from 
a safe distance for the time being.

The Chases hosted a Ford Motor Com-
pany executive, who said this is the wrong 
time, due to the low price of gasoline, to 
think about a group purchase of energy-
effi cient vehicles. As to the car show, Su-
san would still like AEG to sponsor one.

The next AEG meeting will be held 
on Thursday, November 5. 

John Porter Presents 
Workshop on Building Barns

Outbuildings 
for small farms
Press release

John Porter will present Barns and 
Facilities for Small-Scale Farms on 
Monday, October 5, from 6:30 to 8 PM 
at the Boscawen Municipal Complex, 
116 North Main Street in Boscawen.

John, a UNH Co-op Extension Profes-

sor and Specialist emeritus, will cover ba-
sics of building new barns and renovating 
old ones to meet the needs of small-scale 
farming, including site selection, orienta-
tion, materials, fl oor plans, and examples 
of barns for several types of livestock.

To register for this free talk, contact 
the Boscawen Agriculture Commission 
at 753-9188 x301, or Agriculture03303@
gmail.com. 

Community Wellness, Together.

To learn more about our services, visit www.newlondonhospital.org.

Don Eberly, MD     |     Meredith Sorensen, MD     |     Sean Bears, MD

Call 603-526-5260 for an appointment  
at New London Hospital.

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Physician Dartmouth-Hitchcock Physician

Should you require surgery,  
you can rely on the skill and  
experience of New London  
Hospital’s qualified surgeons,  
nurses, and technicians.

Our team is dedicated to  
delivering the best possible  
surgical care for our patients.

ChocolateFest
20th Annual

DATE:  
 October 18, 2015

TIME:  
 12-3pm

PLACE:  
 Mt. Sunapee Resort,  
        Sunapee Lodge

For more information: 877.526.6575   
 www.lakesunapeenh.org

CALLING ALL CHOCOLATE LOVERS!

Mark Your 

Calendar

Steve Foley (603) 738-5292

Fully Insured

• Camper & 
Boat Hauling

• Junk Removal

• Attic /Garage 
Cleaning

• Odd Jobs

Need help with 
Fall chores?


