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Three AE/MS Students 
Play Football at MVMS

Agreement expands sports 
options for AE/MS students
Jane Slayton, AE/MS principal

Andover Elementary/Middle School 
has three eighth grade students who are 
considered part of the Merrimack Val-
ley Middle School football team. Ronan 
Walsh, Dillan Reed, and Chase Keyser 
contribute much to the team’s success.

In the most recent game, Chase had 
over 200 yards passing, including two 
touchdown passes to Ronan. Chase and 
Dillan were both strong on defense and 
made several tackles.

The cooperative relationship for 
football is something that has evolved 
between the two schools over the last 
few years. Last year, Andover had four 
students play on the MVMS team and 
two students the year before that.

Members of the Andover School 
Board, the Merrimack Valley School 
Board, and administration from both 
schools have formalized an arrange-
ment between the districts.

The following conditions must exist 
for Andover students to participate:

• AE/MS does not offer the sport.
• MVMS does not cut players in that 

particular sport.
• Andover students may participate 

in MVMS “cut” sports if the team 
roster is not fi lled by MVMS stu-

dents.
• Andover parents pay the costs of 

their student’s participation.
• Andover parents provide their stu-

dent’s transportation.
Student athletes must remain in good 

academic standing and follow the eligi-
bility guidelines for both schools. This 
is an expectation for all student athletes 
at AE/MS.

This cooperative relationship be-
tween the schools smooths the transi-
tion from Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School to Merrimack Valley High 
School. Students and their families 
interact and establish friendships and 
connections before our students even 
leave middle school.

New this year at Merrimack Valley 
High School are Town Pride Nights. 
Town Pride Night for Andover is on 
Friday, October 2. AE/MS students will 
have special tickets that give them free 
admission to the football game. It is a 
night game, which makes it even more 
exciting.

The talented MVHS band will per-
form, and they are very impressive. 
There are former AE/MS students in 
the band and on the football team. AE/
MS students will have banners to dis-
play and will be called down to the fi eld 
during halftime.

Go MV Football! 

Dillan Reed, Chase Keyser, and Ronan Walsh are AE/MS eighth graders who 
are each in their second year of playing football on the Merrimack Valley Mid-
dle School (MVMS) team. An agreement with Merrimack Valley expands the 
number of sports that AE/MS students can participate in and helps smooth 
the transition from AE/MS to MVHS.  Photo: Becky Walsh

tors getting around the duck pond.
Cyrus led the way for Andover 

with his best ever performance. Jesse 
and Jeremy ran within 30 seconds of 
each other, and Colin, Caleb, Aaron, 
Logan, Tyler, and Fenn settled into 
a pack and worked together for the 
whole race.

Since this was our fi rst visit to the 
White Park course, there were no per-
sonal best wristbands available. How-
ever, Sasha, Cyrus, and Jesse all earned 
their 2-Miler wristbands for running 

XC  from page 35 the whole course without stopping.
The season continued with meets at 

Merrimack Valley and Hopkinton in 
September. Then in October we have a 
home meet on Wednesday the 7th at the 
Proctor Ski Area followed by a return 
trip to Kearsarge.

The season ends on Saturday, Octo-
ber 24, with the State Championships 
featuring 10 races for over 2,500 mid-
dle school runners. Races start at 11:30 
AM at Londonderry High School. The 
Small School State Championship for 
girls should start around 2:30 PM, with 
the boys following. Serving the New London/Kearsarge Area Since 1977

• Cleaning/Inspections
• Repair
• Relining
• Waterproofi ng
• Caps
• Prefab Chimneys
• Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations
• 2nd Opinions Freely Given

Rick Estes
603-735-5300

 SHAW MOWING SERVICES
Residential • Commercial • Municipalities
 Fully Insured Free Estimates

 Field Mowing • Hay Sales

 Roadside Mowing • Pastures

 Field Reclaiming • Recreational Trails

 Tree & Brush Removal • Private Roads/Driveways

(603) 393-6591 Cell 

 Fast and Friendly Service
 Medication Therapy management
 Flu & Shingles Shots
 Blood Pressure & Glucose Checks
 Multi-dose packaging available
 Free Delivery
 Nurse & Pharmacist on staff 

Located at The Gallery in New London 
Across from Hannaford's Grocery Store

(603) 526-2002
Mon - Fri: 8:30 - 6, Sat: 9 - 1

PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581

MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.
• Plowing & Sanding Driveways
• Septic Systems
• Site Work
• Sand, Gravel, and Loam

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm


