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From information supplied by Vital 
Communities, sponsor of the Solarize 
Kearsarge effort earlier this year, and 
by the New Hampshire Public Utilities 
Commission:

Andover, with a 2010 population of 
2,371, ranks 125th among New Hamp-
shire’s 234 cities and towns in size. Yet 
after participating in Solarize Kearsarge 

Andover Ranks in Top 10 
for Number of Solar Rebates

between November 2014 and the end of 
January 2015, Andover ranked sixth 
among New Hampshire municipalities 
in total New Hampshire Public Utilities 
Commission-approved applications for 
solar rebates, with 36 solar rebates on 
record. And the town placed fi fth in the 
state for rebates per capita, with one re-
bate for every 66 residents. 

NHEC Sets Winter Rate 
Increase for Electricity

Bills increase about 18% 
through April 2016
Press release

Electric bills will be going up for 
members of New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative (NHEC) during the up-
coming winter period, though not as 
high as last winter.

At its September 29 meeting, the 
NHEC Board of Directors approved in-
creases effective with bills rendered on 
November 1 for the Co-op Power and 
Regional Access Charge portions of 
members’ bills. As a result, the typical 
residential member using 500 kilowatt-
hours (kWh) per month will see an 
overall bill increase of 18%, or $16.30 
per month for the winter period, which 
ends April 30, 2016.

Though the winter period rate in-
crease is signifi cant, it comes on the 
heels of a summer period that saw 
rates drop 20% from the 2014 winter 
period price. Overall, the typical resi-
dential member using 500 kWh per 
month will be paying 4.5% less than 
last winter.

The same conditions that have 
caused New England electric rates to 
spike for the past three winters are 
still to blame for this latest seasonal 
increase. Though natural gas prices 
remain low at the wellhead, a lack of 
adequate pipeline capacity into New 
England means that power producers 
will be competing again this winter 
with home heating for limited natu-
ral gas supplies. This causes a signif-
icant delivery premium to be added 
to the wellhead price for natural gas, 
which is used to generate more than 
half of the electricity produced in 
New England.

The rate increase is the result of in-
creases in two portions of members’ 
bills – Co-op Power (the actual elec-
tricity used) and the Regional Access 
Charge (the cost to access the regional 
transmission grid in order to get power 
to the NHEC distribution system). For 
most members, the Co-op Power rate 
is increasing 46% from 6.5 cents per 
kWh to 9.5 cents per kWh. By com-
parison, that is 18% lower than last 
winter’s Co-op Power rate of 11.6 cents 
per kWh.

For most members, the Regional 
Access Charge (RAC) is increasing 

11% during this winter period from 2.2 
cents per kWh to 2.4 cents per kWh. 
Driving this increase are the continued 
costs of major investments being made 
in the region’s bulk transmission facili-
ties that move large amounts of power 
from generators to load centers. Invest-
ment in these large transmission facili-
ties that serve the whole region went up 
another $800 million this year (follow-
ing $1 billion in additions last year), and 
such additions are expected to continue 
at about that same level for at least the 
next two years.

Similarly, there is little relief in sight 
for the conditions in the natural gas 
market that are causing the wide sea-
sonal swings in the cost of wholesale 
power in New England.

“ISO-New England is taking some 
steps to reduce the need to deliver natu-
ral gas to New England by pipeline by 
incentivizing the storage and back-up 
use of fuel oil by generators that are 
capable of using it, by paying for liquid 
natural gas that can be stored within the 
region, and by enlisting some electricity 
users who can reliably reduce their de-
mand when conditions are tight. But the 
fundamental cause for high New Eng-
land winter electricity prices won’t be 
resolved until solutions are implement-
ed that counter the region’s natural gas 
delivery limitations,” said Steve Ka-
minski, NHEC Vice President of Power 
Resources and Access. “The ‘forward’ 
electricity market does not anticipate 
such relief for at least the next several 
years.”

NHEC is encouraging members to 
mitigate the effects of higher winter 
rates by conserving and, when pos-
sible, participating in NHEC’s Energy 
Solutions programs. Energy effi cien-
cy improvements can help members 
save energy and money year-round. 
NHEC provides a full slate of energy-
saving opportunities for residential, 
commercial and municipal members. 
Complete details are available online 
at NHEC.com/energysolutions. Members 
can also view and manage their elec-
tric usage on SmartHub, NHEC’s on-
line home for account management, at 
NHEC.com.

NHEC is a member-owned electric 
distribution cooperative serving 83,000 
homes and businesses in 115 New 
Hampshire communities. 
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AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

CHIROPRACTOR
Dan Bezon, D.C. Dan Bezon, D.C.  

9 Johnson Lane
Andover, NH

(603) 735-4488

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 - 11 A.M.

Mon., Tues. & Thu. 4 - 6:30 P.M. 


