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case Groesser were to visit. I felt that it 
was likely that he may visit the location 
in Andover rather than going back to 
his house after a robbery.

As I continued to monitor the resi-
dence that afternoon, I observed a ve-
hicle leave the residence and pass my 
location. As the vehicle passed me, the 
suspect appeared to be in the passen-
ger’s seat. I then followed the vehicle 
and notifi ed dispatch of Groesser being 
in the vehicle. I continued to follow the 
vehicle on Route 11 towards Franklin, 
with Franklin Police units heading in 
my direction.

When I reached Franklin, it was de-
cided that we would make a motor vehi-

cle stop in Franklin on Route 3A ,where 
it was less residential, in case they de-
cided to start a pursuit. We were able to 
stop the vehicle on Route 3A, just south 
of Acme Staple, with the assistance of 
Offi cers Gotthardt and Ciavola of the 
Franklin Police Department.

The suspect in the robbery, Groesser, 
was taken into custody for the Bristol 
Police Department. Also taken into 
custody was the driver, Patrick Flood 
of Boscawen, who had a warrant for his 
arrest.

After the two males were taken into 
custody, I later went back to the resi-
dence in Andover they had left. The 
owner of that residence gave consent to 
search the residence for evidence of the 
robbery, but I found nothing. 
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Andover Fire Department Christmas 
Tree Sale Starts on Friday, December 4
6 to 8 PM at the 
East Andover Fire Station
Rene Lefebvre, AFD chief

On Saturday, December 5, the 
Andover Fire Department will be hold-
ing its annual Christmas tree sale. We 
will bring in fresh trees and set up our 
racks on Friday, December 4 in the ear-
ly evening.

This year we will be available to sell 
trees as we set up. We have had several 
requests for Friday night sales, so this 
year we will.

We will be at the East Andover Fire 
Station on Friday, December 4 from 6 
to 8 PM and on Saturday, December 5 
from 8 AM until we are sold out. Deliv-
ery is free. Please join us. The smell of 
the trees and the excitement of the kids, 
young and old, is wonderful.

Best Wishes, John Bridgmon!
One of our fi re fi ghters is moving 

on to greener pastures. Lieutenant John 
Bridgmon has started a new career with 
a large construction fi rm in Syracuse, 
New York.

As training offi cer for the Andover 
Fire Department, John found innova-
tive ways to teach and was responsible 
for introducing the latest techniques of 
our profession to our department.

John is also an advanced EMT. It has 
been my greatest pleasure to watch John 
treat his patients with skill and genuine 
compassion. His ability to quickly con-
nect with injured people is rare in some-
one so young.

John is also one kick-butt fi re fi ghter. 
We, his fellow fi re fi ghters, wish him 
happiness and success. We also hope 

During a training exercise, John Bridgmon smiles proudly after he “saves” his 
“patient.” John assisted his patient from the water onto the ice, and then the 
rope tender pulled the sled back from the danger of the thin ice. This cold-
water rescue training took place in January of 2014 at Webster Lake. Frank-
lin Fire trained Andover Fire how to rescue patients in the cold water and ice. 
John, who recently moved to Syracuse, New York, has great humor; he fi nds 
the fun in every situation! We hope New York appreciates him as much as we 
do!  Caption: Meghan Barton

Andover’s American Legion Post #101 presented a check for over $300 
to the Andover Lions Club to benefi t the Andover Food Pantry. The 

money was donated during the Post #101 food drive at the Transfer Sta-
tion in September and was in addition to many boxes of food that Andover 
residents dropped off during the drive for the Food Pantry. 

In this photo, Lloyd Perreault of Post #101 hands the check to Ellie 
George of the Lions. Continuing to the left: Howard George, president of the 
Andover Lions; Skip Powers; commander of Post #101; Don Clendenen of 
Post #101; Heather Makechnie of the Lions; and Bill Leber of Post #101 
and the Lions.  Photo: Charlie Darling
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Your Community Bank Since 1899

Just snap a picture with 
your phone and MOBILE 
DEPOSIT routes the money 
straight to your account. 

Visit a branch near you 
to sign up today.

NOW

FREE 

Deposit checks when  
and where YOU want!

MOBILE DEPOSIT! 

888.627.2662
mascomabank.com

Scan this 
gizmo on your 
smartphone 

to donate now!

If you think The Andover Beacon 
is important to the quality of life in Andover, 

please make your 2015 donation today, 
before our canvassers have to contact you in November!
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