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ton, who has lived in one of the two 
Emery houses since the 1970s..
Emery History and Genealogy

Dr. Anthony Emery (1713-1791) was 
one of the original proprietors of the 
town’s land grant. Because of his inter-
est in the settlement of this territory, it 
was once referred to as Emerystown.

Captain William Emery (1742-1825) 
– Anthony’s son – bought several lots 
from his father in 1765 and settled in 
Flaghole. He was the fourth or fi fth per-
son to settle here, and the fi rst Emery. 
His initial dwelling was small, but he 
later constructed a large framed house 
which still stands today off 
Chase Hill Road.

Henry Emery (1788-1849) – 
William’s youngest son – was 
the fi rst Emery to settle on Hoyt 
Road (then Center Road), build-
ing a house for his bride Joanna 
in 1813.

Willard Andrew (1821-1883) 
– son of Henry – carried on 
with the farm after his father 
was killed by a train at Dyers Crossing.

Henry Levi (1857-1937) – son of 
Willard – took over the farm from his 
father.

Jay Emery (1891-1976) – son of 
Henry Levi – was the next owner of the 
farm.

Dexter Emery (1918-1964) and Rod-
ney Emery (1920-1984) – sons of Jay 
and Eva – were the last Emerys to own 
the property.
Early Years at the Emery Farm

When the Emerys received the grant 
for what became the Emery Farm, a 
log cabin was built where the big house 
now sits. The cabin was later torn down 
and another house built on its founda-
tion.

When Mrs. Henry L. Emery inherit-
ed a fairly large sum of money, she used 
it to build what is now the main house 
or the “big” house. The “little” house 
was moved across the road by her son 
Jay, with a pair of oxen doing the mov-
ing. It is currently the home of Ginny 
Newton.

The new house was built from lum-
ber cut on the Emery farm and sawed 
at the family’s mill. Only the best was 
used! The house was furnished beauti-
fully, as there were many Emery family 
antiques. Wealthy Massachusetts cous-
ins came to the farm often and brought 
all sorts of beautiful things.

The house was spacious, contain-
ing 14 rooms, including a maid’s room 
and two big rooms for the hired men. 
Everyone loved the farm! Friends and 
relatives came and went all of the time, 
with many staying the whole summer. 
There was never a dull moment, and 
there was always room for everybody!
Jay and Eva Emery

Jay Emery and Eva Hackett were 
married in 1917 and lived briefl y with 
Jay’s parents while the “little” house 
was being remodeled for them. When 
completed, Jay and Eva made it their 
home for 20 years, all the while help-

The Emery farmhouse.

ing Jay’s parents with the running of the 
farm.

Their son Dexter was born in 1918, 
followed by Rodney in 1920. Sadly, 
their daughter Priscilla died shortly af-
ter birth in 1922. It had been a diffi cult 
pregnancy, and my mother, Dorothy 
Hersey, worked as a live-in mother’s 
helper for Eva during that time.

Dexter and Rodney Emery attended 
Dyers Crossing School. Marie Nel-
son (later Rising) was one of Rodney’s 
teachers, and she had a funny, but scary 
story to tell concerning him. It was re-
layed to my sister, Helen Duchesne, 
when she was writing her book In Their 
Time. 

Marie, who had been Helen’s fi rst 
grade teacher, told this story: “One day, 
lightning struck the tree outside the 
school and came in on the stove vent. 
The room was blue and smelled of sul-
phur. Rodney Emery, who sat in the 
back seat, swore and said, ‘I’m getting 
out of here.’ He opened the window, 
jumped out, and ran for home. Marie 
closed the window and watched him as 
long as she could, worrying the whole 
time that he might be struck by light-
ning.” It certainly wasn’t easy being a 
teacher in a one-room school!
The Farm and Its Busy Life

Eva Emery described life on the 
farm:

“We had lilacs and forsythia bushes 
and a beautiful rose garden. There was 
a big rhubarb patch by the long hen 
house, where a little brook ran under 
the stone wall. There was a big rhubarb 
patch, and in the spring we had all sorts 
of things made with rhubarb.

“The horseradish tasted good with 
beans and red fl annel hash, and I used 
some in my piccalilli. I made beet relish 
and all kinds of pickles.

“We had some nice elderberry bush-
es, and I made elderberry wine. There 
were big strawberry beds, and beyond 
that a bed of asparagus. When the 
strawberries were ripe, we picked them 
in 10-quart pails. There were quince 
bushes and currant bushes which I used 
for making jelly. I also made mint jelly 
from the mint beds.

“There were no trees behind the big 
house at that time. It was all mowing 
land. All the trees were on the other 
side of the road [now Ginny’s property], 
and that is where the fruit trees were – 
apple, pear, peach, and crab-apple.

“There were many different kinds 
of apples – the older varieties, such as 
Baldwin, Russet, Delicious, Gillifl ower 
or Sheepnose. Jay used to graft new sci-
ons every year – McIntosh and many 

Emery  from page 11

See Emery  on page 13

Pancake Breakfast
Sponsored by 

the Sutton Historical Society
7 to 10 AM

First Free Will Baptist Church • North Sutton

Sunday, January 24 (Rain date: January 31)

Ice Cutting by Gas-Powered Saw

Sunday, January 24, 9 AM until the ice is in
Kezar Lake, North Sutton

FREE ADMISSION (Rain date: January 31)
The ice harvest will be delivered to the Farm's 

Watters Ice House. Ryder Corner Schoolhouse, 
circa 1810, will be warm and welcoming, 

with hot drinks and desserts.

I-89 to Exit 10 Sutton • Route 114 to 
North Sutton Village • Follow signs
927-4276 • MusterFieldFarm.com

MUSTER FIELD 
FARM MUSEUM

ICE HARVEST DAYICE HARVEST DAY

6 Old Winslow Rd, off Route 11 • Wilmot, NH • 526-2033

Authentic Italian cuisine 
prepared and cooked to order, using when 
possible seasonal produce all year round, 

grown locally and on-site since 1986. 
Served in a relaxed, casual atmosphere.

Open Every Day.
Mon-Sat: 5-closing, Sun: 3-7 PM. 

Reservations and walk-ins always wel-
come, subject to availability.

Any time of day for private functions by 
reservation: 526-2033.

Wishing you joyful festivities, Merry Christmas 
and a healthy New Year. 

Thank you for your loyalty 
and these years together!

~ Piero

603-490-6208
Route 4 • Danbury, NH

MJMElectic222@outlook.com
MikeMerrittElectrican.com

• Generator Specialist
• Certifi ed Kohler Technician
• New Construction
• Remodeling

Over 25 years of experience
Fully licensed and Insured

Call or email today!

JASON'S PAINTING TIP
When preparing to paint with a roller, 
always use tape to remove any loose 
fi bers from the roller cover. 

LLABBEABBE P PAINTINGAINTING
"Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work"

456-2050 • Jason@LabbePaintingNH.com • LabbePaintingNH.comLabbePaintingNH.com


