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The Emery Family: 
From Farmers to Mill Owners

Eva donated family Bible to 
Andover Historical Society
Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

Even though Eva was a busy wife, 
mother, and helper on the farm, she still 
played an active role in the community. 
When growing up, she had attended 
New Hampton School. While there, she 
took voice lessons at the Conservatory 
in Boston and elocution lessons at the 
School of Oratory in Boston.

She was a talented musician and was 
known unoffi cially as “East Andover’s 
music teacher. She played the piano, 
organ, violin, accordion, banjo, uku-
lele, and Spanish guitar. She played the 
organ at church and was a soloist. She 
gave piano and organ lessons to area 
children, charging 25 cents.

I was surprised to learn that Eva had 
given lessons to my mother and cousin, 
Edith Robie. This was one story I do not 
remember hearing from my mother.

Eva was very active in the Grange, 
even working her way up to position of 
Master. She was also a charter member 

of the Fortnightly Club. This was an 
East Andover women’s group whose 
membership was limited to only 20 
people at one time.
The Sawmill and Lumber Business

Besides the farming business, the 
Emerys were very much into the lum-
ber and sawmill business. Jay’s fa-
ther owned the sawmill in Franklin, 
which was located at the sharp corner 
on Webster Street (now Chance Pond 
Road). Jay worked in the mill with his 
father while growing up, and he bought 
his own mill after he was married (the 
former Aiken mill on today’s Valley 
Road in East Andover).

With two businesses to run, Jay’s fa-
ther saw the need for better communi-
cation between his East Andover farm 
and his Franklin mill. Telephone ser-
vice between the two places seemed to 
be the answer. Consequently, he paid to 
have the telephone line from Franklin 
extended to his house in East Andover.

It’s not clear exactly when this oc-
curred, but a search of our property 
deeds provided a clue. Joseph S. Cullen 
– a previous owner – granted an ease-
ment on May 22, 1902 to the New Eng-

land Telephone and Telegraph Compa-
ny. Most likely, the line was extended to 
the Emery farm shortly after this.

It was a big advantage for our fam-
ily to have the telephone lines going 
right by our house. It allowed us to 
have phone service at a time when most 
people in rural areas didn’t have access 
to it. Some of the families in the Dyers 
Crossing area didn’t have telephones 
until the early 1960s, with their lines 
coming down from Emery Road.

My mother and Eva made good use 
of their phones, calling and chatting 
with each other frequently. Their con-
versations were almost always long, 
and we children became quite the pests 
as we anxiously waited to regain our 
mother’s full attention!

Today, our phone service is still on 
the Franklin line, as is that of our near-
by neighbors and people on Hoyt Road 
who live close to the former Emery 
farm.
Changes on the Farm

In 1937, Jay’s father died. Since his 
mother couldn’t carry on alone, the 
little house was closed, and Jay and 

his family moved into the big 
house. The number of cattle, 
horses, and hens on the farm 
was greatly reduced, and all the 
hired men, except for one, were 
let go. Jay was busy running the 
mills, and unlike his father, the 
mills interested him more than 
farming.

Dexter and Rodney were 
brought up in the mill with their 
father, and they did not like 
farming. The men all had mill 
business in their blood, and the 
mill business was booming at 
this time. Dexter and Rodney 

both went on to own several mills of 
their own.

A big job for the Emerys in 1940 was 
supplying the large lumber needed for 
the building of the Franklin dam. But 
more changes were on the horizon.

The arrival of World War II changed 
things forever at the Emery farm, 
when both Dexter and Rodney joined 
the army. Before their sons left for the 
service, Jay and Eva divided the farm, 
deeding the big house and land on that 
side of the road to Dexter. The little 
house and land on the other side of the 
road was deeded to Rodney.

By this time, Jay’s mother had died, 
and Jay was away from home more and 
more as he ran his mills in other parts 
of the state. Finally, in 1948, after being 
alone on the farm for three years, Eva 
moved to Manchester, where she lived 
for the rest of her life.

She was active in the community 
there, just as she had been in East 
Andover. She made many new friends 
through the Grange and her church. In 
a 1987 letter written to Ginny Newton, 
she tells of knitting or crocheting 112 
articles and dressing 26 dolls for the 

church fair the previous year. She was 
91 at the time!

After his time in the service, Dexter 
returned to East Andover, living on the 
farm until his death in 1964 at age 46. 
He was a mill owner, and not a farmer, 
and the various buildings were sorely 
neglected.

Rodney did not return to live in his 
house, but he did renovate it, and over 
the years it was leased to several fami-
lies. Jay died in 1976 and Rodney in 
1984. Even though both sons had mar-
ried, neither of them had children.

Both properties were sold in the ear-
ly 1970s. Sadly, the big barn and most 

of the outbuildings were torn down. On 
a happier note though, much of Dexter’s 
property, which included the big house 
and barn, was put under conservation 
easement by the new owners, the Per-
rys.
Eva’s Presentation to the Andover 
Historical Society

In 1986, Eva wrote to Bill Leber, who 
was president of the Andover Historical 
Society. As a result, Bill visited Eva at 
her Manchester home on June 19 to ac-
cept the Emery family Bible, which had 
been published in Franklin in 1843. Eva 
felt that owing to the prominence of the 

Henry Levi Emery owned the sawmill in Franklin, which was located at the 
sharp corner on Webster Street (now Chance Pond Road). His son Jay worked 
in the mill while growing up; Jay bought his own mill, the former Aiken mill on 
today’s Valley Road in East Andover, after he was married. 
 Photo courtesy of Glenn Morrill of Franklin Historical Society

The mill and factory that was located far-
ther down Webster St./Chance Pond Road 
toward Franklin in the 1890s. Henry Emery 
was a partial owner. Photo courtesy of Glenn 
Morrill of the Franklin Historical Society
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Franklin, NH 03235

Telephone: (603) 934-4404

Open Monday thru Saturday 
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Closed Sunday 
for worship, family & rest

Granny Judy's 
Kitchen, LLC

Breakfast 
served 
all day

Happy Valentine's Day!
Ask about our Daily Luncheon Specials for February! 

Only
$10.95

Yankee Pot Roast • Shepard's Pie… and More!
Friday's Fried Haddock $10.95

Featuring Granny Judy's 
Famous Lobster Roll 

Year Round 


