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School Board’s Thoughts on the
Annual School District Meeting

Grateful for the 
community’s support
Dean Barker, Andover School Board

On Tuesday, March 1, residents 
of Andover gathered for our annual 
Andover School District Meeting to 
listen to, deliberate, and vote on the 
2016-2017 school budget and other 
Andover Elementary/Middle School 
related warrant articles by the school 
board. On behalf of the board, we 
thank everyone who was present for 
this important yearly event for our 
town and school.

First, AE/MS eighth graders Vienna 
Marcus and Ryelle Jenifer thanked the 
crowd for their support of the school 
over the years, and the Pledge of Al-
legiance was recited. Then, we were 
treated to a fantastic number from this 
year's AE/MS musical, Suessical the 
Musical.

After the customary votes on Ar-
ticles 1-3, the heart of the matter was 
at hand: Article 4: to see if the town 
would raise and appropriate $4,862,300 
for the 2016-2017 AE/MS school bud-
get. I started with a summary of how 
the budget process begins as early as 
October of the previous year by staff  at 
AE/MS, how it was then reviewed and 
modifi ed over a series of school board 
meetings, and then further scrutinized, 
modifi ed, and ultimately recommended 
in additional meetings (including a pub-
lic hearing) before the Andover Budget 
Committee.

School Board Vice Chair Mark 
Heller then reviewed the changes to 

the budget from last year, totaling an 
overall increase of 2.59%. The far ma-
jority of the increases stemmed from 
additional special education needs ( the 
expenses being a mix of services, tu-
ition, and transportation). There were 
questions from residents concerning 
these expenses, as well as requests for 
clarifi cation on high school tuition, both 
of which were addressed by Superin-
tendent Mark MacLean. School Board 
Chair Michelle Dudek spoke to the re-
cent transportation study underway and 
Budget Committee Chair Arch Weath-
ers gave some additional remarks on 
the budget process. After these discus-
sions, the school budget was adopted by 
the town.

A new two-year teacher contract 
(Article 5) was up next. A switch to 
a more consumer-driven health care 
plan for AE/MS staff  drove down 
costs in this contract while still al-
lowing room for AE/MS to be a little 
more competitive with salaries in the 
hiring process. Article 5 was adopted, 
which precluded the need to discuss 
Article 6, which was on the warrant 
in the event the previous article failed. 
Arch Weathers then briefl y discussed 
the rationale behind Articles 7 and 
8, which pertained to raising addi-
tional sums for the high school tu-
ition ($10,000) and special education 
($25,000) trust funds. Finally, Mark 
MacLean reported on the activities of 
the new Facilities Task Force, whose 
members represent a broad spectrum 
of the Andover community.

To the 86 Andover residents who have sent checks 
this year to support the Beacon in 2016: Thank you! Every 
check, no matter how large or small, is a big help and an 
important sign that the community values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive every issue 
of the Beacon at no charge throughout the year. If you’re 
one of the households that haven’t made a voluntary do-

nation yet, please use 
the form on page 4 or 
go to AndoverBeacon.com 
and “get a round tuit” 
right away. 

Thanks! 

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2016!

Don’t wait for 
a call in the Fall! 

Please make your 
2016 donation today.

Ink Cartridges: HP940XL, never used. Two 
black, $40; one yellow, $15; one magenta, 
$15. HP 8500 Offi ce Jet all-in-one printer: 
for parts only, $10. BigBobby@tds.net.

Husky Generator: Subaru engine, 5,000 
running watts, 6,250 starting watts. Never 
been started. Purchased for $600. 735-
5960. 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your ap-
preciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader
FOUND on the Rail Trail: A gold charm of 
a church or school. E-mail a description to 
MyRoseDen@gmail.com if it’s yours.

1959 International Cub Lo-Boy: Tractor 
with bucket loader. Newly-fi nished com-
plete, ground-up rebuild. $7,750. 735-5217.

Antique crosscut saws: Two, about 5′, 
$35 each. 78 RPM RECORDS: good con-
dition, 100+, $3 each, take all. Antique 
Singer sewing machine: $65 obo. An-
tique bean thrasher: $25 obo. Hand hay 
rake: like new, $25. 526-2262.

Ford Model A Parts: Three used carbure-
tors, crank, connecting rod wrench, 21 GE 
1000 taillight bulbs. 735-5529

Window Quilts: 3′ x 6′, used, 10 of them, 
best offer. Tile saw with stand: $150. 735-
5586.

See Board  on page 13

Call us at 526-6231
Website at marshallsgarage.com

Facility of the Year 
Award Winner

Two Years in a row!

A CUSTOMER SERVICE COMPANY 
THAT HAPPENS TO FIX CARS.


