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Mario Ratz ki Reports
from Concord, May 2016

Mario Ratzki, NH Representative
There was a strange cry of relief in 

the woods behind my barn the other 
night, and I guessed it came from a 
New Hampshire bobcat.

After a marathon session in early 
April, the pace in the New Hampshire 
House slowed on March 23, when we 
voted on the last of the House bills be-
fore referring them to the Senate.

HB 280, allowing new license plate 
options for veterans, came out of com-
mittee with a kill recommendation, but 
that recommendation was overturned 
on the fl oor by a 103 to 249 vote and 
passed on a voice vote.

HB 626, requiring the Department 
of Transportation to designate energy 
infrastructure corridors (think buried 
lines along the highways), passed on a 
voice vote.

HB 1531, allowing the State House 
to be open on weekends, passed on a 
voice vote.

HB 602, relative to the use of drones, 
came out of committee with an 8 to 7 
vote to kill the bill, but that recommen-
dation was overturned on the fl oor by 
an Ought To Pass vote of 250 to 114. 
The winning side was opposed to the 
weaponization of drones and the use of 
drones to fi re tear gas at demonstrators. 
This bill may run afoul of federal law 
on drones which is now being crafted 
in Washington.

HB 1681 removes the penalty for 
having a residual/non-usable amount of 
drug in a syringe and passed on a 272 
to 86 vote.

Education committee bills proved to 
be the most contentious this session.

HB 1120, requiring all charter 
school teachers to be certifi ed like pub-
lic school teachers, failed on a 267 to 96 
vote.

HB 1229, prohibiting a statewide 
assessment result from being included 
in a transcript without parents’ consent 
(if the student is under 18 years old), 

passed on a 227 to 138 vote.
HB 1338, allowing parents to re-

move their children from having to take 
a statewide student assessment test, 
passed on a partisan vote of 204 to 151.

HB 1153, an important bill prohib-
iting a municipality from restricting a 
sex off ender’s residency, passed on a 
264 to 92 vote. Forbidding sex off end-
ers from returning to their hometown, 
where their family can help them rein-
tegrate into society, was seen as coun-
terproductive. Another concern was 
that they would simply go underground 
and be impossible to track. This was a 
bill supported by law enforcement.

HB 1610, legalizing the possession 
and cultivation of marijuana in small 
quantities, was tabled on a vote of 229 
to 119. This bill and SB 498, dealing 
with the same issue, may come back in 
conference committee.

HB 1661, prohibiting conversion 
therapy for persons under 18, passed on 
a 229 to 99 vote.

An April 6 session was mercifully 
quick, dealing with the fi rst of the Sen-
ate bills.

SB 453 passed in the consent calen-
dar and would require individuals en-
gaged in child care to submit to a crimi-
nal background check.

SB 441, repealing seniors’ free and 
discounted access to state parks and 
state ski areas, passed on a vote of 171 
to 158. I am proud to say I voted against 
it.

HB 1116, raising the net metering 
cap from 50 megawatts to 100 for a 
10-month period, had already passed 
the House and has now passed the Sen-
ate. SB 378, dealing with the same is-
sue, but on a longer-term basis, must be 
reconciled between the Senate and the 
House, something a ranking member of 
Science and Technology told me should 
take place soon.

I am always available at 735-5440 or 
at MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 

Trustees Ask for More 
Awareness of Cemetery Rules

Goal is to keep the 
grounds well trimmed
Andover Cemetery Trustees

The Cemetery Trustees feel it neces-
sary to remind everyone prior to Me-
morial Day of the published rules gov-
erning what can and cannot be done in 
our cemeteries. It is very possible that 
citizens are not aware of the rules, and 
we ask that you read this article and re-
spect what we ask of you in regard to 
decorations on your cemetery lot. 

We try to allow personal wishes, but 
they have to be tempered with the ne-
cessities of proper maintenance. 

Of most importance is the placement 
of real or artifi cial fl owers. The rule is: 
“Planting of fl owers is only permitted 
around the base of the monument. Artifi -
cial decorations must be placed in a con-
tainer. No fences are allowed. Memorabil-
ia placed on a lot that impedes the mowing 
may be removed by the Trustees.”

Problems occur when artifi cial 
fl owers are just placed in the ground 
surrounding the monument. Clearing 
around the monuments with a string 
trimmer is a routine part of the weekly 

mowing schedule. This cannot be done 
properly when impeded by the wire 
stems of artifi cial fl owers; grass grows 
up, and the lot becomes unsightly. 

If the fl owers are placed in a contain-
er, the trimming can be accomplished. 
Containers should not be glass or ce-
ramic, as those will freeze and break 
during the winter.

In some instances, personal memen-
toes of the deceased are placed around the 
monument or on the lot. We try to be as 
fl exible as possible in allowing this prac-
tice, but please remember that these items 
do not last forever, and over time they will 
deteriorate. New to our cemeteries are so-
lar powered garden lights. Please place 
them as close to the monument as pos-
sible; as with the artifi cial fl owers, they 
are a deterrent to proper mowing.

The Trustees are loath to exercise 
their right to remove off ending decor 
and only do a Spring cleanup of tired 
and seasonal items. We feel that indi-
viduals should have a reasonable right 
to express their grief and honor those 
who have left us behind. If all of us hon-
or the rules, there will be no problems.

 

GRANITE GARAGE DOORS
       Rock Solid Service

     603-748-8990

I’m Back . . .      JIM BUCHAN  is back atI’m Back . . .      JIM BUCHAN  is back at
10 MAIN STREET, NEW LONDON10 MAIN STREET, NEW LONDON

Taking care of all your 
Garage Door Needs.

New Name. Same Quality Work.

280’ Highland Lake
Antique 4-BR cape with open kitchen/dining area, 

attached breezeway and barn, detached guest room/
studio, dock and large deck, mountain views, 

quiet end-of-road location.
28 Second Street, East Andover • $345,000

Stacey Viandier
Sales Associate

Voice & Fax: 603-272-6082
Office: 603-526-4020 x119

stacey@countryhousesre.com
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SEND A GIFT!
The Beacon relies on donations for a 

substantial part of its budget.


