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First issue surfaces:
September 1988
Julie Mayo, for the Beacon

Cindy Benson dropped off  an issue 
of The Andover Star recently. It was 
the fi rst issue published, dated Septem-
ber 1988. You can see a PDF fi le of the 
whole issue on the Beacon’s Web site at 
AndoverBeacon.com/Andover-Star.

We asked Andover Star publisher 
Julie Mayo for some thoughts about 
Andover’s fi rst newspaper in living 
memory. Her are her refl ections:

The Andover Star was a gift from 
God! How else can one explain such 

a complicated process as a newspaper 
being successful? Many doors opened, 
special people with a variety of skills 
and talents came together with a vision, 
and townspeople were willing to take a 
monetary chance.

After teaching at AE/MS and learn-
ing about plans for a new school ad-
dition and realizing the need for com-
munication within the town, it was 
a no-brainer that Andover needed a 
newspaper. I volunteered at the Frank-
lin Journal Transcript, with the help of 
owner Ben Baldwin and editor Holly 
Bersaw. The old-fashioned Teletype 

The fi rst issue of The Andover Star, published in September 1988. You can 
read a copy of the entire fi rst issue at AndoverBeacon.com/Andover-Star. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling

Remembering The Andover Star

See Star  on page 13

Fifty Years Ago in Andover: 
May 1966

Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.
May 5, 1966

Engagement Announced: Mr. and 
Mrs. Victor H. Phelps of Andover an-
nounce the engagement of their daugh-
ter, Cynthia Grace, to James William 
Alley, son of Mrs. Virginia Alley of 7 
Conant Drive, Concord.

Miss Phelps will graduate from New 
London High School in June. She plans 
to attend Pierce College. Mr. Alley was 
graduated from New London High 
School class of 1965 and is employed at 
the Structural Concrete Corporation in 
Franklin. No date has been set for the 
wedding.
May 12, 1966

Mr. Elmon and Mrs. Lois Dyar, and 
two children, of Farmington, Maine 
have moved in with her father, Henry 
Fagon, on the Flaghole Road.

The Youth Fellowship are holding a 
bottle drive on May 14 from 9 to 12 AM. 
Anyone having redeemable bottles they 
would like picked up, please call Mar-
tha Burney, 735-4472, or the Reverend 
Kelsey, 735-5539. Proceeds from these 
bottles will be used to provide partial 
scholarships for Andover young people 
to attend conference camp for a week 
this summer.

Andover School Principal Ray Bur-
ton announced late Wednesday that 
an immunization clinic will be held at 
the Andover School on May 16, dur-
ing the morning school hours for the 
schoolchildren, and 1:30 to 2:30 PM for 
preschool children. The clinic will be 
under the charge of School Nurse Mrs. 
Evelyn G. Haight, RN and Dr. Emile 

Boselli.
At a meeting of the Andover Lions 

Club at the Potter Place Inn on Monday 
evening, Walter Hall of Webster Valve 
in Franklin spoke on, “What Does 
Webster Valve Contribute to the Frank-
lin Area?” First, a payroll of $1,300,000. 
Second, new personnel moving into this 
area from other sections of the country. 
Third, taxes of $54,000 a year. Fourth, 
an increased educational desire of the 
people employed in its plant. It has ex-
posed the workers to skills and trades 
that they had not had. The company has 
helped men and women further their 
education so they could advance in 
their job.

Webster Valve is part of the Watts 
Regulator Company, which was 
founded in 1875. It was purchased by 
the Horne family in the early 1900s, 
and they started the plant in Franklin 
in 1956. Beside the plants in Massa-
chusetts and New Hampshire, they 
have plants in England and Canada. 
They have increased from 30 employ-
ees in 1944 to about 780 today. They 
manufacture temperature and pressure 
release valves, reduce valves, vacuum 
release valves, industrial airline lubri-
cating valves, and hot water circula-
tors. These products are sold all over 
the world.

The Regal Theatre in Franklin will 
be showing What’s New, Pussycat? 
Friday thru Saturday, starring Peter 
O’Toole and Peter Sellers. (The fi lm was 
nominated for one Academy Award.)
May 19, 1966

Wedding congratulations go to Mr. 
Bruce Alfred and Sandra (Nelson) Go-
ings. The couple were married at the 
Elkins Chapel in Elkins on April 23.

Andover Historical SocietyAndover Historical Society

Call for pick up:
Pat Cutter - 735-5628

Arch Weathers - 735-5989

Tim Norris - 735-5369 

Chris Norris - 735-5120

Andover Old Time Fair • Sunday, August 7, 2016 at Potter Place

Donate your salable items to the 

Andover Old Time Fair Auction & Flea Market!
Help make the fair a success while supporting

Th e Andover Historical Society.Spring 
cleaning?

Why Woodcrest... 
...our family taking care of your family.

With over 25 years of providing exceptional assisted  
living services, Woodcrest Village is family-owned 
and operated and continues to honor the original 
principles it was founded upon. We help to foster 
independence, nurture spirit, and encourage family 
and community involvement. 

Woodcrest Village is a great place to live and a better 
place to work. Our sense of family extends from the  
community to our residents and staff.

356 Main Street, New London, NH
(603) 526-2300 www.woodcrestvillage.com

Come see why Woodcrest Village continues 
to the first choice for assisted living in the 
New London area.

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation


