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horticultural industries throughout the 
state, providing one-on-one education 
and outreach for fruit and vegetable 
farmers, greenhouse and nursery 
growers, garden centers, landscap-
ers, and any other kind of agricultural 
business or organization. 

Papineau (who is also director of the 
Northern New England Pollinator Hab-
itat Working Group), will be discuss-
ing how critical pollinating insects are 
to the success of local agriculture and 
the maintenance of biodiversity in our 
natural ecosystems – as well as what we 

Speaker  from page 27 can do to support and provide for them 
in return. In the context of the fright-
ening news we hear about the plight of 
honey bees, this story of our diverse 
and healthy native bee populations is an 
important and a positive one.

Speaker Series events begin at 6:30 
PM and are free to the public, though 
contributions are welcome and appreci-
ated. The South Danbury Church (an 
open and affi  rming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ) is located 
at 1411 US Route 4 in South Danbury, 
where church services are held on Sun-
days at 11 AM. For more information, 
call 768-3191. 

Diane Hersey’s Y2K Wish List 
May Come True in Andover

An era gone by?
Perhaps not...
Diane Hall Hersey, for the Beacon

Andover is helping me to realize 
some major things I have already done 
and would like to revisit again. These 
milestones involve living the good 
life, as defi ned by the back-to-the-land 
movement of the 1970s.

What follows is a wish list that I 
wrote 16 years ago, in December 1999. 
I was informed that you can’t go back 
again. I wrote this list anyway.

• I would like to build and own a 
cabin in the woods again with enough 
land for privacy and peace of mind. 
My peace of mind consists of liv-
ing in a quiet area with a minimum 
of traffi  c noise. My cabin would be 
off  the main road, tucked away in 
the woods, a retreat away from the 
world, where I can garden and have 
a few geese. It would be quiet enough 
to hear the birds calling to each other, 
especially the Wood Thrush. I want 
to hear snow falling on the dry brown 
oak leaves. And the creaking of tree 
limbs in the wind.

• There is nothing better than the 
tangy smell of soil thawing from a win-
ter freeze, reaching that perfect crum-
bling stage that signals planting time. It 
always thrills me to watch over planted 
seeds. One day there is smooth undis-
turbed topsoil, and the next brings tiny 
cracks and a pale green sprout, pushing 

its way through.
• I love sitting in a southern expo-

sure in the woods, surrounded by snow, 
except for the small area that is warm 
and dry beneath my feet. The air is soft 
with the scent of warm pine needles and 
the promise of spring.

• My neighbors would be woods-
men and farmers, folks who have an 
appreciation for the land and the simple 
life, folks who know how to harness a 
horse and drive a tractor. No one would 
think me odd for cherishing my kitchen 
woodstove or quoting Robert Frost.

• Neighbors would have barn and 
house raisings. They would go to coun-
try church suppers. Ham and bean. 
Chicken pie.

• The older residents would share 
their experiences with the younger. 
Home remedies and crafts that would 
otherwise be lost if they were not passed 
on. Values that stand the test of time, re-
garding integrity and perseverance.

Perhaps this is an era gone by, but 
this is my wish list. Those wonder-
ful ways of life should survive for the 
members of the next generation. They 
may choose another path, but the choice 
should be there.

And so, in 2016 Jim and I will be 
coming to live in Andover. Now I have 
someone of like mind and heart to share 
the dream. Perhaps it could be said that 
Andover has read my Y2K wish list and 
found me.

I have come home. 
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PARENTS: HOW ARE THE KIDS?
Parents, please help the Beacon keep alive the connection between 

your grown kids and the community they grew up in! 
Send news of how they’re doing in college, in their careers, engagements, 

marriages, babies, promotions, etc. Everyone in town takes great pride in 
seeing how “our” kids turn out – please help us keep them up to date. 

Send news and pictures to Articles@AndoverBeacon.com!


