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Andover Congregational Church, 
June 2016

Fundraising for Grange 
Hall restoration continues
Sandy Miller
Andover Congregational

Andover Congregational Church’s 
Plant and Bake Sale, held on May 7, was 
very successful. We realized over $600 
from this annual event. Special thanks to 
Ginny Newton for heading up this event.

Again, we thank John and Joyce 
Bourdon and Lloyd Perreault for up-
dating the wiring in the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall and tending to other minor 
issues. Their help has been invaluable.

We recently hosted “Teen Challenge” 
from Brockton, Massachusetts. This 
Christian-based rehabilitation facility 
consists of approximately 70 men of all 
ages who enter a 15-month program. 
This non-profi t organization is for alco-
holics, drug abusers, etc. who make a 
decision to try to change their lives.

Several men gave testimony at our 
church service that this is happening by 
being introduced to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, making them realize that they 
can be forgiven and start anew through 
His love and strength. Approximately 
$300 was collected to help “Teen Chal-
lenge” continue their ministry.

Several people from our Church 
have joined the Franklin Mayor’s Drug 
Task Force to attempt to make a diff er-

ence in the drug problem which seems 
so prevalent in that area. A table was set 
up at Odell Park on May 14 (Commu-
nity Day in Franklin), where members 
of our church plus others were there 
to talk or pray with individuals. Please 
keep this ministry in your prayers, that 
somehow with God’s help, we will see 
an improvement in this ongoing battle.

Baby bottles were handed out on 
Mother’s Day for the purpose of putting 
in loose change or bills as we collect for 
the Aspire Women’s Center in Laconia 
(formerly called the Care Net Pregnancy 
Center). The bottles will be collected on 
Father’s Day. This money helps this orga-
nization provide pregnancy tests, ultra-
sounds, parenting classes, and material 
and spiritual support to abortion-vulner-
able women, all at no cost to the client.

Don’t forget – we continue to have 
fl ea market and bake sales on the last 
Saturday of every month from 8:30 AM 
to 2 PM at the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall. They will continue through Octo-
ber. There are new and diff erent items 
at each sale. All money from this sale 
goes to the Save the Grange fundraiser.

We invite all to join us for Church ser-
vice. Worship service and Sunday School 
for children are held every Sunday at 9:30 
AM. There are also many small group 
meetings during the week. Call 735-5160 
for more information. 

Andover Congregational Raising 
Funds to Restore Grange Hall

$200,000 should 
cover it
Elodie Reed, Concord Monitor staff

From the May 6 Concord Monitor
Joyce and John Bourdon are retired 

Andover residents, so they fi gured, why 
not help restore their local grange hall?

“I’ve got nothing else to do,” John 
joked Friday.

The building, initially built as a school 
in 1850 and used as a space for numer-
ous community events today, is in its 
10th year of intensive restoration. It was 
bought by the next-door Andover Con-
gregational Church in 1991, and through 
vigorous volunteer work and fundraising 
by church members, the Highland 
Grange Hall now has a functioning toi-
let, a kitchen and basement, heat, and 
beams that aren’t about to buckle – yet.

All of this has been completed by the 
church’s restoration committee, which 
the Bourdons have led for the past four 
years. Joyce is a church member, and 
her husband is a handyman and engi-
neer who built the Andover church’s 
steeple.

As for the grange hall, Joyce said, 
“It’s safe and usable.” Last summer, 
they helped ensure it could stay open 
all-year round by complying with sev-
eral fi re departments requests, includ-
ing upgrades to the electrical work, new 
emergency lighting, a staircase in the 
back of the building and clearing out 
the less-than-stable second-fl oor hall.

“We kind of got a reprieve,” John 
said.

Now, though, they face perhaps the 
biggest hurdle: raising an estimated 
$200,000 to replace the building’s roof, 
posts and beams, repair its second fl oor, 
right the foundation and, hopefully, get 

the cupola to not lean as much.
On Friday, Bourdon stood on the 

old, rickety second fl oor hall, which has 
been totally cleared as a safety precau-
tion. A hole in the ceiling sat right over 
a temporarily strengthened beam.

“The timbers, believe it or not, were 
previously used in some other structure 
– like most other places in New Hamp-
shire,” John said. “After 150 years 
they’re really not in a good condition.

“What are we going to do now to fi x 
it permanently?” he asked. “We need 
money.”

The amount – $200,000 – is the worst 
case scenario, John said. The church is 
continuously fundraising through yard 
sales, bake sales, and other events.

In the meantime, the Bourdons and 
other volunteers make what little re-
pairs they can: tearing down old wallpa-
per and painting the walls, putting new 
clapboards on the front of the building 
and repainting it’s small sign, new cork 
boards in the main hall, and a small Sun-
day School space above the new kitchen.

Why? Because the hall is currently 
busy – it hosts a food pantry, regular 
church events, weddings, funerals and 
baby showers, coff ee houses every third 
Friday, performances, and other presen-
tations.

“It’s a great community place for 
holding lots of events,” Joyce said. “It’s 
used constantly.”

It’s also a standing reminder of East 
Andover’s history.

“There’s members at the church, 
their grandfathers and early relatives 
were involved in building it,” John said. 
“It’s an old structure and people don’t 
want old structures to go away.”

© 2016 Concord Monitor. Reprinted 
with permission. 

Inner Peace Tai Chi
The Red Barn, Wilmot Flat

Tuesdays 10 -11 A.M.
Saturdays  9 - 10 A.M.

Sign-up at Door
4 weeks $30    $8 for drop-ins

For Info: 526-7934 • nesainc@aol.com

Senior Safe -
Senior Friendly

Balance
F lex ib i l i ty
St rength

Mental Concentration 

Jay C. Boynton 
Attorney at Law 

Continuing to provide personalized legal 
service to individuals, families, businesses, 
non-profit organizations and municipalities 
with attention to detail, willingness to listen 
and the promise of absolute confidentiality 
for over 38 years.   Now considering new 
matters by appointment at 

164 Main Street, PO Box 395               
Andover, NH 03216-0395                  

603-735-5554                  
boyntonlawoffice@tds.net 

Homemade Breads, Pies, Desser s, Soups, Ribs, Pulled Pork, Meatloaf etc,
Freshly breaded Seafood (Whole  . Clams, Clam St ips, 

Shrimp, Sea Scallops Haddock)
also ser ing Golden Fried Tripe, Liver Bacon & Onions, 

Baked Lamb Shanks, Pot Roast etc.

MacKENNA’S
Your Hometown Restaurant since 1965

Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

New London Shopping Center Telephone 603-526-9511
Open 7 days for Breakfast & Lunch.

Th ursday, Friday & Saturday for Dinner

Well Equipped  •  Owner Operated  •  22 Years Experience

Guillemette
Tree Service

Ken Guillemette
Biologist - UMass

603-398-0221

Proven Tree Care…Proven Tree Care… SERVICING HOMEOWNERS,
CONTRACTORS & MUNICIPALITIES

IIIInnnnnnnneeeer P
ThThThT eeee ReReReRed B

TuTuTuesd
Saturd

SiSiSiSigggg
44 weekkkks $3

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512


