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and opened to vehicular traffi c as soon 
as possible. A strong argument for keep-
ing the bridge open to vehicular traffi c 
was made by Jeff Newcomb, who re-
called the robust letter writing campaign 
to the state Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) 14 years ago.

The State owned the bridge, as it 
was part of the railroad system, and 
was considering taking down the old 
wooden structure or replacing it with a 
concrete culvert. Many concerned resi-
dents contacted the state, successfully 
making the bid to replace the old wood-
en structure with the current one, which 
maintains the historic appearance of the 
original bridge. The bridge was then 
handed over to the Town for ownership 
and maintenance. (My apologies if I 
don’t have the history exactly right.)

Due to the overwhelming public re-
sponse, the Board has asked the Road 
Agent to go ahead with the repair. His 
plan will include stronger decking, us-
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$12,000 to be taken from the Bridge 
Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund. 
The repair will be scheduled after the 
completion of the Kearsarge Mountain 
Road Bridge.
Kearsarge Mountain Road

The repair of Kearsarge Mountain 
Road Bridge has become critical, due 
to rusting of the eight steel stringers 
of the substructure. During the repair, 
this bridge design will also undergo 
an improvement. The stringers will be 
replaced with true I beams, which are 
shaped to provide greater strength. The 
decking will be wooden, using pressure 
treated 2x4s on edge.

The work will most likely take place 
over a two-day period. Residents and 
emergency services will be notifi ed to 
allow them to make necessary contin-
gency plans.

The cost is estimated at $12,000, and 
the funds are available from the High-
way Department Projects line in this 
year’s budget. 

unload.
However, these were not the only 

reasons the Board took action. Other 
reasons include:

Penalties: With the potential of sub-
stantial fi nes for “unwanted and illegal” 
refuse disposal, it was determined that 
Transfer Station personnel need time 
to focus on load inspection and the ad-
ministrative requirements necessary. 
This is for commercial and business 
customers specifi cally and residential 
in general, to avoid potential accidents 
or penalties.

Safety: At this time it is not possible 
to create separate fl ow lanes for haul-
ers and residents through the unloading 
area. We all have seen or experienced 
the potential for injury as residents, 
children, and haulers, hustle to com-
plete their “dump run.” Plus there’s the 
frustration as people and vehicles dart 
in and out of the unloading area or at-
tempt to seek direction from Transfer 
Station personnel.

Effi ciency: There is no doubt that 
recognizing and segmenting the needs 
of the residents and businesses in this 
fashion will provide a smoother and 
more organized approach for all in-
volved. It’s not a perfect solution, but 
it is what can be done at this time and 
within budget.

Budget: The cost for Friday open-
ings will be taken from the existing 
Transfer Station budget. No, there was 
not a lot of “fat” in this budget, but with 
some priority adjustments to accommo-
date this important issue, funds were 
identifi ed.

Civility: It was also pointed out by 
several people that frustrations have 
led to “pointed” exchanges between 
customers and Transfer Station person-
nel. Disagreements happen; however, 
no one deserves to be verbally abused 
or witness such exchanges while going 
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fer Station. If this type of unacceptable 
behavior persists, the individual(s) iden-
tifi ed will be spoken to, and should it 
continue, the Select Board will address 
the problem.

Who and How: To the residents, 
you will see little change and hopefully 
a smoother process. If you are doing 
work on your home or a home proj-
ect presents itself, again, this does not 
change your Wednesday or Saturday 
routine.

To the commercial haulers or busi-
nesses, this will require some schedule 
planning on your part. The intent is not 
to cause you problems or hinder your 
businesses. There are situations that 
will arise, and we recognize that. Please 
call Reg Roy and work out a solution.

No plan is perfect, but a plan has be-
come necessary. Short of a major and 
costly change at the Transfer Station, 
this represents a reasonable course of 
action.
Other Issues

Finally, there are a number of issues 
surrounding the Transfer Station that 
are being addressed. We need to button 
up the center building walls and a roof 
patch around the heater stack, which is 
going to be done before winter. The of-
fi ce and main hopper area needs to be 
upgraded, which is under review, with 
the extent of project, timing, and costs 
to be determined.

The Board has been approached 
about the amount of out-of-town mate-
rial disposal. This will be reviewed for 
accuracy and a determination made if a 
problem does exist and needs to be ad-
dressed.

The Transfer Station remains a cen-
ter of town activity and one that affects 
us all. With that said, it also remains an 
ongoing responsibility to keep within 
the regulations required by law and the 
requirements expected by our residents.

 

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2016!

To the 134 Andover residents who have sent checks 
this year to support the Beacon in 2016: Thank you! Every 
check, no matter how large or small, is a big help and an 
important sign that the community values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive every issue 
of the Beacon at no charge throughout the year. If you’re 
one of the households that haven’t made a voluntary do-

nation yet, please use 
the form on page 4 or 
go to AndoverBeacon.com 
and “get a round tuit” 
right away. 

Thanks! 

Don’t wait for 
a call in the Fall! 

Please make your 
2016 donation today.

Generator: 6,200 watts, two accessories, 
used only fi ve times. $600. Right-angle 
drill: 12 volts, two batteries, charger. $20. 
735-5992.
Arians Snowblower: Model 9526DLET 
Pro, 26″, tracks, electric start, 9.5 HP, ex-
cellent shape, runs great, asking $550. 
735-5311.
Table with laminate top: 30″ x 48″ on two 
stanchion-type legs, solid, in good condi-
tion. Free. 735-5168.
Red tweed sofa: Good condition, six back 
and seat cushions, $50. 735-4018.
Stereo system: Five-CD player, double 
cassette deck, AM/FM radio, and two 
speakers. $25. 648-6180.

Two old bureaus: One solid oak, spoon 
carved, $125. One pine bureau with origi-
nal mustard paint, brown stenciling, $100. 
Both have original pulls. 735-5200.
Outboard motor: Honda 5 HP long-shaft 
four-stroke, in excellent running order. 
$700. 735-5510.
FOUND on the Rail Trail: A gold charm of 
a church or school. E-mail a description to 
MyRoseDen@gmail.com if it’s yours.
Antique crosscut saws: Two, about 5′, 
$35 each. 78 RPM Records: good condi-
tion, 100+, $3 each, take all. Antique Sing-
er sewing machine: $65 obo. Antique bean 
thrasher: $25 obo. Hand hay rake: like new, 
$25. 526-2262.
Window Quilts: 3′ x 6′, used, 10 of them, 
best offer. Tile saw with stand: $150. 
735-5586. 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your ap-
preciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099
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