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Revised Noise Ordinance
Town of Andover, New Hampshire

Noise Ordinance
In accordance with RSA 31:39, I (n), 

the Town of Andover hereby adopts the 
following Ordinance to regulate noise 
and to provide for the promotion of pub-
lic health, comfort, convenience, safety, 
welfare, prosperity and the peace and 
quiet of the Town and its citizens.

SECTION 1
PURPOSE AND INTENT

Because the creation and/or mainte-
nance of loud, unnecessary or unusual 
noises, within the Town of Andover, 
which are prolonged, unusual and un-
natural in their time, place and use, 
detrimentally aff ect public health, com-
fort, convenience, safety, welfare and 
prosperity of Town citizens, the Town 
ordains it necessary and appropriate to 
enact the following provisions and pro-
hibitions.

SECTION 2
PROHIBITED SOUNDS

AND EXEMPTIONS
It shall be unlawful for any person 

to make, continue, or cause to be made 
or continued any loud, unnecessary or 
unusual noise disturbance which an-

noys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the 
comfort, repose, health, peace or safety 
of others, within the Town’s limits, be-
tween the hours of 10:30 PM and 7 AM 
Monday through Saturday, and 8 AM 
on Sunday.

The following is a list of specifi c vio-
lations:

Horns, signaling devices, and the 
like. The sounding of any horn or sig-
naling device on any automobile, mo-
torcycle, or other vehicle on any street 
or public place of the Town, except as a 
danger warning.

Any noise occasioned by any one or 
more of the following actions of or by 
the operator of any motor vehicle:

Misuse of power exceeding the tire 
traction limits in acceleration, some-
times known as “peeling rubber”; or

Misuse of braking power exceeding 
tire traction limits in deceleration where 
there is no emergency; or

Rapid acceleration by means of 
quick upshifting of transmission gears 
with either clutch or manual downshift-
ing of transmission gears with either 
clutch or manual transmission, or auto-
matic transmission; or

Rapid deceleration by means of 
quick downshifting of transmission 
gears with either clutch or manual trans-
mission, or automatic transmission; or

Racing engines by manipulation of 
the accelerator, gas pedal, or carburetor 
or gear selection; or

Radio, loudspeakers, phonographs, 
amplifi ers, and the like. The use and 
operation of any radio, receiver, musical 
instrument, phonograph, loudspeaker, 
sound amplifi er or other device for the 
production or reproduction of sound in 
such a manner as to disturb the peace, 
quiet, and comfort of neighboring in-
habitants or any time with louder vol-
ume than is necessary for the reasonable 
hearing of the person or persons who are 
in the room, vehicle or chamber in which 
such machine or device is operated and 
who are voluntary listeners thereto; or

Animals, birds and the like. The 
keeping of any animal, bird or pet which 
by causing frequent and/or long contin-
ued noise shall disturb the comfort or 
repose of any person in the vicinity.

Loading, unloading and the like. 
The creation of a loud and excessive 
noise in connection with loading or un-
loading any vehicle, or the opening and 
destruction of bales, boxes, crate, con-
tainers or logs.

Construction, repair of building, 
excavation. The erection, demolition, 
excavation, alteration or repair of any 
building other than between the hours 
of 7 AM and 10:30 PM Monday through 
Saturday or 8 AM and 10:30 PM on 
Sunday, except in cases of emergency 
or urgent necessity in the interest of 
public health and safety, and then only 
with a permit from the Zoning Admin-
istrator, which a permit may be granted 
for a limited time only while the emer-
gency continues or urgent necessity 
warrants. If the Zoning Administrator 
should determine that public health and 
safety will not be impaired and that loss 
or substantial inconvenience would re-
sult to any interested party if the erec-
tion, demolition, alteration or repair of 
any building were not allowed a time 
other than between the hours of 7 AM 
and 10:30 PM, Monday through Satur-
day or 8 AM and 10:30 PM on Sunday, 
he may grant permission for such work 
to be performed at a time specifi ed by a 

special permit, upon application being 
made in accord with Section 3 of this 
Ordinance.

Pile drivers, hammers and the like. 
The operation between the hours of 
10:30 PM and 7 AM Monday through 
Saturday and 8 AM Sunday, of any pile 
driver, steam shovel, pneumatic ham-
mer, derrick, steam or electric hoist, or 
other appliance, the use of which is at-
tended by loud or unusual noise.

Fireworks: Any use of Fireworks 
between the hours of 10:30 PM and 7 
AM, Monday through Saturday and 8 
AM Sunday, will be prima facie evi-
dence that the user has violated this 
ordinance. Law Enforcement Offi  cers 
may confi scate any and all remaining 
fi reworks on-site.

Firearms. Any use of prolonged fi re-
arms for recreational purposes between 
the hours of 10:30 PM and 7 AM, Mon-
day through Saturday, and 8 AM Sun-
day, will be prima facie evidence that 
the user has violated this ordinance. 
This subsection shall not apply to fi re-
arm noise resulting from licensed hunt-
ing activities.

EXEMPTIONS
The following categories of uses and 

activities shall be exempt from noise 
level regulations:

Noise of safety signals, warning 
devices and emergency pressure relief 
valves.

Noises resulting from any autho-
rized vehicle when responding to an 
emergency call or acting in time of 
emergency.

Noises resulting from emergency 
maintenance work as performed by the 
town, by the state or by public utility 
companies, to include snow removal 
operations.

Municipal maintenance work where 
the abutter to the work site have been 
given prior notice of the project.

Any other noise resulting from activi-
ties of a temporary duration permitted 
by law and for which a license or permit 
therefore has been granted by the town.

Snow blowers and other types of pri-
vate or commercial snow removal op-
erations.

Noise resulting from the use of 
emergency generators during periods 
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Proposed Noise Ordinance
Receives Revisions

New draft included in 
this issue
Press release

Thank you to the folks who attended 
the Public Hearing for the Noise Ordi-
nance on Monday, January 16. Atten-
dance was light, but useful, and thought-
ful suggestions were made that tailor this 
updated version to Andover’s needs.

Please be sure to read the Ordinance 
in this February issue of the Beacon as 
the changes made at the Public Hearing 

update the Ordinance from the Ordi-
nance published in the December/Janu-
ary issue.

The Noise Ordinance that you will 
read was drafted with the help of a 
committee of community members and 
Chief Laramie. We looked to surround-
ing towns as models and put together a 
document that we think is practical and 
straight forward.

The Noise Ordinance will once 
again be on the Warrant at Town Meet-
ing on March 14. 

Grevior ’s 86th YearGrevior ’s 86th Year

440 Central Street • Franklin, NH • 603.934.4159 • www.grevior.com

Over 35,000 Square Feet
of Fine Furniture

It’s been 86 years since we fi rst opened
our doors. Grevior Furniture is 
celebrating its 86th Anniversary 
with our best off er ever!

M-F • 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat • 9:30 am - 5 pm
Sun • 11 am - 4 pm

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation


