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In April, 2017, Mackenzie Donovan and her German Shepherd, Rue, had 
the opportunity to speak at TEDx Keene on the topic of forest protec-

tion. Mackenzie has trained Rue to detect the Emerald Ash Borer beetle in 
chopped fi re wood. Mackenzie is a junior at Keene State College. TED is a 
nonprofi t devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful 
talks of 18 minutes or less. Website: ted.com 
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Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5, Sun - 1 to 5
Andover NH Closed Monday
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

The Constant Quilter
Passports on sale now for the

NH Quilters’NH Quilters’
Scenic Summer (shop) HopScenic Summer (shop) Hop

July 20–22
Six great shops, gifts, prizes and refreshments

Buy a passport for $8.00 and 
receive a free rotary cutter blade.

Andover’s Thom Smith Creates
Elementary School Science Curriculum
Awarded the 2016 
McAuliffe Sabbatical
Larry Chase

A 3.25-pound, 227-page loose leaf 
binder focusing on the ecosystem of 
New Hampshire’s rocky coast line and 
crammed full of facts, fi gures, fi eld 
guides, and more is the end result of a 
year long study by Andover resident 

Thom Smith. Just released in PDF for-
mat at his Web site: engageyourstudents.
org, the binder contains a curriculum 
designed to support a seven-week 
teaching unit for use by elementary 
school science teachers across the state 
and beyond.

Smith, a Kearsarge Regional El-
ementary School teacher in Bradford, 
was awarded the 2016 Christa McAu-
liffe Sabbatical from the New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation. The sab-
batical, created in 1986 in honor of 
the Concord High School teacher and 
astronaut, and administered by the 
Foundation, gives an exemplary New 
Hampshire teacher a year off with pay 
and a materials budget to bring a great 
educational idea to fruition.

Asked how he came to focus on the 
topic, Smith said, “Teacher training in 
elementary school science often lags 
behind training in other critically im-
portant subjects like math and reading. 
I’m hoping this curriculum will give 
elementary school teachers, and col-
lege students studying to be elemen-
tary school teachers, the tools and edu-
cation to help them be more effective 

science teachers.”
Smith’s work is entitled 

Rocky Shore Marine Science 
Curriculum: An Ecosystem 
Unit for Elementary Educators. 
The material is now available 
on the internet at no cost to New 
Hampshire school districts and 
anyone looking to educate their 
students about the rocky shore 
ecosystem. Smith is also offer-
ing free professional develop-
ment workshops across the state 
for teachers, and for college stu-
dents aspiring to be teachers.

Smith collaborated with ex-
perts from the University of 
New Hampshire, the Seacoast 
Science Center, and the New 
England Aquarium to ensure 

accuracy throughout his project. Hob-
blebush Books out of Brookline, New 
Hampshire, and science illustrator, 
Adam Kelley, were the professional de-
signers of the science unit.

Smith also received assistance from 
Andover Elementary Middle School’s 
third grade teacher, Jay Hubbard, with 
some ideas for the curriculum, includ-
ing a fi eld guide project for students 
to participate in. He will be teaching a 
class or two on the rocky shore in Mr. 
Hubbard’s class this spring.

The Christa McAuliffe Sabbati-
cal was established by then Governor, 
John H. Sununu, and the New Hamp-
shire legislature to honor McAuliffe’s 
life and work. 

Andover resident Thom Smith, winner of 
2016 Christa McAuliffe Sabbatical.
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Spring showers bring muddy floors!
Clean up easy with a new porcelain or ceramic tile entry!

The Flying Monkey Presents 
the Fabulous Thunderbirds

Show starts at 7:30 PM 
on June 2
Press Release

The Flying Monkey Performance 
Center presents The Fabulous Thun-
derbirds on Friday, June 2 at 7:30 PM. 
Known best for Texan blues rock and 
hits like Tuff Enuff and Wrap It Up, 
their sound has evolved over the years 

to include a wider fusion of American 
stylings. Tickets for this show start at 
$29.

Tickets to see The Fabulous Thun-
derbirds are $29, and $39 for premier 
seating. For more information on up-
coming shows or to purchase tickets 
call the box offi ce at 603-536-2551 or 
go online at: fl yingmonkeyNH.com.

 

Check AndoverBeacon.com!
The latest news is posted at AndoverBeacon.com every day!


