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 Early July 4th Celebrations
in Andover, 1814-1828

John A. Hodgson
Andover Historical Society

As we prepare to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day and to enjoy our town’s 
seventy-fi fth consecutive Fourth of July 
Parade, it’s time to take stock of this 
local tradition. How did Andover cel-
ebrate this holiday in its early years?

Although Andover had its raw begin-
nings before the country did, there were 
probably no Fourth of July celebrations 
here in the fi rst few decades after the Rev-
olutionary War. Nearby New London, 
a somewhat younger town, apparently 
held its fi rst such celebration in 1804; and 
the letter reporting on the event noted 
that “several gentlemen and ladies from 
Andover, Springfi eld, Warner, Sutton, 
and Kearsarge-Gore” were in attendance, 
suggesting that these towns did not have 
their own celebrations yet.

The fi rst account of an Andover cel-
ebration I have found dates from 1814. 
(Two of the presiding dignitaries were 
from adjacent towns, New London and 
Wilmot, so possibly the towns in this area 
were still taking turns hosting the cel-
ebration.) The event started with a bang 
(“The morning was ushered in by the dis-
charge of a cannon”), proceeded through 
the day’s ceremonial formalities (the fl ag-
raising, a procession of four or fi ve hun-
dred people to a hilltop, a prayer, a speech 
for the occasion), and then moved to a 
long set of formal resolutions that were all 
unanimously passed. It concluded with a 
series of toasts, which would have been 
occasion for a good amount of drinking.

Many of the resolutions were som-
ber; and this is unsurprising, because our 
country was at war in 1814, and the war 
was going badly. The security and even 
the continued existence of the still-young 
United States were genuinely in question. 
So, following upon the early resolutions 
celebrating “the liberties achieved by our 
worthy ancestors, and bequeathed to us as 
a legacy at the expense of their blood” and 
vowing that “so ought we to devote our 
lives and fortunes if necessary to transmit 

the all-important privileges by them ob-
tained unimpaired to posterity,” an anx-
ious note quickly entered. There is regret 
that some Americans are “attempting to 
palliate the aggressions of the enemy” 
and “discouraging enlistments,” consola-
tion in the knowledge that the administra-
tion has tried “to terminate [the war] by 
every honorable mean in their power,” 
and joy that the American people seem 
“determined to support the Constituted 
Authorities of the nation” despite eff orts 
“to alienate [them] from their govern-
ment” and to “alienate any portion of our 
beloved country from the rest.” Interest-
ingly, there is also a strong affi  rmation 
that “liberty of the Press should not be 
abridged.” The fi nal resolution – a resolve, 
indeed – contemplates potential disaster: 
“if our liberties are to be destroyed, our 
Republic overturned—if this fair fabric of 
freedom which was raised at the expense 
of so much blood and treasure, is destined 
to fail—we will embody around the Con-
stitutions of our fathers, and never assent 
to anything short of ‘Liberty or Death.’”

What a diff erence a few years make! 
The celebration on July 4, 1816, with the 
war over and the nation at peace, was cel-
ebratory indeed. This time a band of some 
sort was present, and a dinner was laid on 
for the celebrants after the patriotic ora-
tion of the day. The after-dinner toasts (at 
least seventeen in number, all “accompa-
nied with the discharge of cannon, mus-
quetry, and lively fl ourishes of music”) 
gave glorious opportunities for both noise 
making and drinking. (A sample: “Our 
gallant Tars – May they snatch the trident 
of the Ocean from brutal hands and bear 
it triumphantly with our National Flag.”)

The same celebration a year later was 
similar in spirit and tone but conducted 
on an even grander scale. After the for-
mal procession to the Meeting-House 
(in East Andover), the services included 
music by a band, a prayer, and a reading 
of the Declaration of Independence be-
fore the culminating oration and closing 
anthem. Then followed a procession out 
to the green, where all “partook of a rich 
repast.” Afterwards various “sentiments” 
were adopted by the company. “What 
added to the brilliancy of the ceremony,” 
the New Hampshire Patriot article report-
ed, “was the novel spectacle of between 
one and two hundred ladies in white ap-
parel, who walked in the centre of the pro-
cession.” (Apparently this novelty became 
something of a tradition; it still made part 
of the arrangements nine years later.) 
Also, particularly noteworthy was “an 
elegant fl agstaff , upwards of 100 feet in 
height, upon which was placed during the 
day, the starry ensign of the union.” (As a 
reference point, the fl agstaff  stands on the 
Andover Centre green today is approxi-
mately 40 feet in height. This one was 
more than two and a half times taller!)

Andover’s Fourth of July celebrations 
apparently continued in this wise for anoth-
er ten years, culminating in the grand 50th 
anniversary celebration of 1826. By 1828, 
however, the commemoration (which took 
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Andover Horseshoe Club
Announces Start of Season

Club plays 
every Thursday
Press release

Norm Green, President of the 
Andover Horseshoe Club, would like to 
extend an invitation to everyone to come 
join them on Thursday evenings (weath-
er permitting) for horseshoe season.

Sign up is at 6:45 . . and playing starts 

at 7 . .. Dues for the season are $20 to 
cover electric bill, paint, etc. Pay $5 each 
night and that goes back to the winning 
players. It is a draw for a partner.

Everyone is welcome and the club 
would like to see more new faces. Any 
questions, you can call: Norm Green at 
603-768-3262, Glenn Lowe at 603-748-
0181, or Estelle Howe at 603-748-2131.
 


