
Dan Shaw spent time at lunch with the students at AEMS on Friday, Febru-
ary 16th. As one of the kindergartners left the lunchroom he was heard 
saying,”I just made a new friend named Dan and he has big muscles.” 
Moments like this are what makes our community so special. Pictured (L 
to R): Dan Shaw, Hailey Starkey and Cam Boucher, Alainna Budgett, Ava 
Eltzroth and Billyjack Braley.

The Andover Middle School girls basketball team gives their all 
against Indian River School on February 5. Top left: Brittney Thor-

oughgood. Top right: Brynne Makechnie. Bottom left: Arie Perry. Bot-
tom Right: Maura Kelly. Photos: Brendaen Makechnie

The Andover Predators indoor soccer team fi nished its season at the 
end of January. Games were held at the Grantham Indoor facility. 

Top left: Ella Makechnie. Top Right: Morgan Budgett. Bottom (L to R) 
Wesley Koziol and Enrico Mori. Photos: Brendaen Makechnie 

Andover Indoor Soccer 
Team Finsihes Season

Steve Foley
The Andover Predators indoor soc-

cer team wrapped up its season in the 
end of January. Games were played at 
Grantham Indoor, an indoor sports fa-
cility in Grantham.

“To stay in soccer shape all year, 
many of my players (and many who are 
not my players!) join a random team 
(during the off  season) but we’ve been 
lucky the last two years, to have enough 
Andover kids sign up to play together 
on one team.” said Amy Makechnie, 
the team’s volunteer coach.

Makechnie said the team does not 
have tryouts and all who want to play 
are welcome. The team did not have a 
sponsor this time and players just wore 
their jerseys from the fall soccer season.

The team was made up of 7th and 
8th graders playing the U-14 coed team.

Games are played once a week on 
Saturdays, with no practices.

“The advantage of indoor turf soc-
cer is the speed of the game. You have 
to think quickly, touch and pass the ball 
much faster, and have to rely on touch 
rather than time and physicality.” says 
Makechnie.” “You can also use the 
walls for a pass, which is fun.”

“There is no stoppage time for time 
outs or substitutions, you simply play 
really fast soccer for two 25 minute 
halves. “It was a fun season! We won 
our fi rst game in the fi nals, but were 
beat in the semi’s, by a really skilled 
all-boys team from Kearsarge who play 
year round together - that kind of chem-
istry shows, and it’s something we are 
trying to create more of!” 

Unfortunately, Grantham Indoor, 
Inc. has closed after 19 years in busi-
ness. The building is up for sale. To 
continue playing indoor winter soccer, 
Andover players will likely have to 
travel to a similar facility in Bow. 

Annual School & Town Meetings
The annual school district meeting will take place on 

Monday March 5 at AE/MS at 7 PM
Town Meeting and elections for town offi  ces will take 

place on March 13. Polls are open from 11 AM to 7 PM. 
with Town Meeting following.

Warrants for both meetings and candidate bios are 
found on pages 9–11 of this issue.

Make your opinion count–get out and vote!
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